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Unwelcome guest

TAIN LEVISON’S CENTRAL
anti-hero in the gripping Dog
Eats Dog is a clever but
usually unsuccessful bank rob-
ber who leaves from his latest
escapade with a lot of money
and a nasty bullet wound from
the gun of a copper. Desperate-
ly seeking shelter, Phil Dixon
reaches a small university
town where he chances to see
a man having sex with an un-
derage girl. He turns out to be
Elias White, a lazy, greedy,
ambitious history professor in
his thirties, she a 15-year old
neighbour.

Dixon confronts him with a
proposal he cannot refuse. The
professor will allow the robber
to stay in his house until he
recovers from his injury; in
return, Dixon will keep quiet
about the criminal act he saw
White committing.

Adding to the tense two-
some, the FBI is on Dixon’s
trail, having traced some of the
stolen banknotes to the town.
Agent Denise Lupo is sent to
investigate. The lives of the
three principal characters
interact in the best traditions
of American noir — fast

action, taut dialogue, moral
ambivalence, bleak emotions
and cynical humour.

Two small asides. Curiously,
Dog Eats Dog was first pub-
lished in France in 2006, in
translation, and only now
reaches us in its original Eng-
lish. And it's the first novel I've
read where the principal clue
is someone saying the word
“up” rather than “down”.

The claim that Henry II's
wife, Eleanor of Aquitaine,
arranged the murder of his
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favourite mistress, the “fair
Rosamund®, has never been
accompanied by convincing evi-
dence, but Ariana Franklin has
transformed the story into The
Death Maze, a highly entertain-
ing whodunnit. Her lively hero-
ine Adelia Aguilar, a Sicilian-
trained doctor, was so success-
ful at solving the mystery in
Franklin’s first novel, Mistress

of the Art of Death, that the
king has forbidden her to leave
Britain to return home with
her illegitimate baby daughter
(by a Catholic bishop). She
reluctantly accepts his royal
summons to inquire into
Rosamund’s sudden death,
apparently by  mushroom
poisoning, and to exculpate
Eleanor. But if not her, who?
Franklin is an adept story-
teller who disseminates her
research into the period with
clarity and lightness of touch.
In The Man with the Lead
Stomach, Jean-Francois Parot
passes the “second novel” test
as easily as Ariana Franklin
did hers. A professional his-
torian and diplomat, Parot’s
period is France in the 1760s,
during the reign of King Louis
XV and the fashionable influ-
ence of his mistress Madame
de Pompadour. Parot’s hero,
Nicolas Le Floch, the young
commissioner of the Parisian
police, investigates murder
within French aristocratic cir-
cles. It's a clever plot and Le
Floch is sympathetic, but it’s
the superb Parisian detail and
atmosphere that truly beguiles.
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Dog Eats Dog

Bitter Lemon, £8.99; 288pp
[ £8.54 (free p&p)

The Death Maze

Bantam, £12.99; 368pp

[ £11.69 (free p&p)

The Man with the Lead
Stomach Gallic, £11.99; 320pp
£10.79 (free p&p)
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A bank
robber
witnesses an
unsavoury
act in Dog
Eat Dog, and
quickly takes
advantage

Competition

JUNE 5-8, 2008

B We have two weekend passes
for the fabulous CrimeFest event
in Bristol on June 5-8, featuring
lan Rankin, Karin Fossum and Jeff
Lindsay. One lucky winner will
receive two weekend registrations
for all the events plus three nights
for two people at a four-star hotel
and two tickets for the CrimeFest
gala dinner. The prize is worth
more than £850.

M Just answer these guestions
about the three star authors
appearing at CrimeFest.

1. What do Karin Fossum and
Dashiell Hammett have in
common?

2. What is Jeff Lindsay’s Klingon
connection? ;
3. What title do Radiohead and
lan Rankin have in common?

M E-mail your answers with your
name, address and daytime telephone
number to bookscomp@thetimes.
co.uk with CrimeFest in the subject
line. Entries must be received by
10am on May 23. The first correct
entry drawn at random will win. One
entry per person. No expenses or
travel costs will be provided. Entrants
must be aged 18 or over and
residents of the UK or ROL. For full
terms and conditions see
timesonline.co.uk/books. For details
of CrimeFest see crimefest.com
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Three new brain-teasing titles
from £5.99 each with free P&p

The original, best-selling puzzle

KenKen is a new type of brain-training puzzle based on logic
and simple arithmetic. Perfect for all ages and highly addictive,
KenKen puzzles challenge and entertain in an entirely new way.

Bogk

Just out is the eighth instélment of the best-selling 7imes Su
Doku series to feed the nation’s desire for yet more Su Doku
puzzles. To be published on the June 2, the Jumbo Crypftic
Crossword book is number eight in the series of supremely
fiendish puzzles to baffle your brain.

o | To order go to timesonline.co.uk/booksfirst
or call 0870 160 8080 quoting JV535

THE TIMES DIRECT Book offer JV535, The Times Bookshop, PO Box 60 Helston, TR13 OTP.

"NO OFFERS" on the sheet with your order.

To order by post, send a cheque or postal order (name and address on the back) in pounds sterling made payable to:

Free p&p UK only. Maximum call charge per minute is 10p to BT customers. Calls on non-BT lines will vary. Times Newspaper Ltd may mail or phone you with further offers. If you prefer not to receive these, please write

b

Times Sudoku
& Times KenKen

THE

CROSSWORD BOOK

The new brain-training
puzzle phenomenon

KenKen - 1.5 million copies already sold
Tetsuya Miyamoto
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Jumbo! Cryptic
Jssi Crossword Book only
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