
BA c.e.o. Tim Godfray has met 
Danny Alexander, the chief 
secretary to the treasury, to urge 
the government to give bookshops 
automatic business rate relief in 
the budget on 20th March. !is 
year’s business rates are expected 
to increase by 2.6%. !e BA is 
calling for business rates to follow 
the Consumer Price Index of 
in"ation, rather than the Retail 
Price Index. !e BA’s Sydney Davies 
said Godfray had met with 
Alexander together with a group 
from the British Retail Consortium 
and “argued for cultural institutions 
like bookshops to automatically 
receive business rate concessions”.

thebookseller.com/retail

»  GODFRAY LOBBIES GOVT 
OVER BUSINESS RATES

RETAIL THIS WEEK ONLINE

M a r g a r e t 
Atwood’s next 
n o v e l , 
MaddAddam, will 
be published by 
Bloomsbury on 
29th August.

!e book is the 
third in the trilogy that began with 
Oryx and Crake and was continued 
with !e Year of the Flood.

thebookseller.com/authors

» ATWOOD’S NEW NOVEL

AUTHORS
»  MOST READ

Dale: Booksellers have 
publishers ‘over a barrel’
bit.ly/WM7a72
‘Significantly higher’ 2012 
earnings reported for Hachette
bit.ly/YEIa4i
Faulks to write new Jeeves and 
Wooster novel
bit.ly/XsemsN

»  MOST COMMENTED

Dale: Booksellers have 
publishers ‘over a barrel’
bit.ly/WM7a72
ELT redundancies highlighted 
at Pearson
bit.ly/WY2cnP
Newcastle approves culture 
cuts to save £100m
bit.ly/WMfjsk

Last week we asked online: Do you use Amazon’s White Glove?

97% No

24% Independents

3%  For backlistYOU SAID
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Next week we ask: The new Folio Prize will . . .?

CLARIFICATION

In APS to Explore . . . (!e Bookseller, 
8 March) the bookshop referred to 
as Plymouth Bookseller should 
have been The University 
Bookshop, Plymouth.

» DEAVER AT CRIMEFEST
Lindsey Davis, Je!ery Deaver 
and Peter James are to take part 
in this year’s Crimefest, which 
takes place from 30th May to 2nd 
June. Deaver will host a "riller 

FESTIVALS Writing Seminar as part of the 
festival’s Crime Writing 
Workshop. Agents taking part in 
the Pitch an Agent strand include 
Camilla Wray, Broo Doherty and 
David Headley. "e CWA will also  
announce the Dagger shortlists.

thebookseller.com/crimefest

Atwood

3%*

*For out-of-print titles


