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Welcome
from the Co-Chairs

Welcome to what looks like a transitional year for CrimeFest. This is the convention’s seventh year and, as regulars know, it 
has been growing and growing. Not just in popularity but in size as well. So, to accommodate the numbers, we are trying 
out some changes. The most obvious will be the event and book spaces. We are very excited to welcome Foyles as our new 
retailer and, to avoid the lobby bottleneck, the expanded bookshop now takes over Merchant 1 with the coffee and tea stand 
(manned, as always, by the wonderful Fiona). The panels take place on two floors for the duration of the convention. We 
trust that the Floor Plan on page 38 of the programme, together with the signs throughout the hotel, will help you find the 
event you are looking for. Please let us know what you think of these and other changes when we send you details of the 
online survey shortly after convention finishes.

One thing that hasn’t changed is the exciting line-up of authors participating at this year’s CrimeFest. Mark 
Billingham, one of Britain’s bestselling authors, makes his first appearance in no less a capacity than as a Featured Guest 
Author. Sold worldwide, his series featuring Tom Thorne saw its popularity raised further through the television adaptations 
starring David Morrissey. Though don’t miss out on his excellent standalones, such as the 2009 CrimeFest Award-nominated 
In the Dark. Iceland’s Yrsa Sigurðardóttir has been a participating author since year one, and not only has she (and her 
husband Olafur) become a welcome and popular fixture, but her stature as an author has increased as well – Someone to 
Watch Over Me was The Sunday Times’ Best Crime Novel of 2013. Yrsa and Olafur may well clear the hotel bar with the 
odour of some Icelandic delicacies (fermented shark, anyone?), but we look forward to discovering more about Yrsa and her 
novels during her Featured Guest Author interview. CrimeFest also welcomes back Simon Brett as a Featured Guest Author, 
and this year as the recipient of the Crime Writers’ Association’s (CWA) prestigious Diamond Dagger for longstanding 
contribution to crime fiction. A Featured Guest Author in 2009, this year Simon is foregoing his interview in favour of 
presenting a number of crime fiction parodies as part of the CWA Shortlist Reception on Friday night. He then takes to the 
stage again on Saturday as the Gala Award Dinner’s Toastmaster.

Also bolstering the programme are this year’s authors in conversation: Ben Aaronovitch & Jasper Fforde, Nicci 
French & Lars Kepler and Kerry Greenwood & Maureen Jennings. Ben and Jasper will be discussing the supernatural and 
surreal elements that make their novels unique; the husband and wife teams that make up the Frenches and Keplers will, we 
hope, reveal how they are able to maintain their relationship whilst writing international bestselling psychological suspense; 
and Kerry and Maureen’s characters feature in two of the Alibi Channel’s most popular crime dramas: Miss Fisher’s Murder 
Mysteries and the Murdoch Mysteries. They will discuss how Phryne and Detective Murdoch made their ways from page to 
screen.

Of course, there are plenty of other exciting events with wonderful authors throughout the weekend, but space does 
not permit us to name every one of them. So we will just point out that there are audience prizes to be won during the 
Iceland Noir panel (an all-inclusive trip – including flights – to the Iceland Noir convention in Reykjavik); the Pub Quiz 
(books, DVD box sets, etc.); the Audible Sounds of Crime Audiobook panel (audiobooks by the participating authors); and 
Sunday’s Criminal Mastermind Quiz (an all-inclusive package for next year’s CrimeFest, 14-17 May 2015).

This year’s CrimeFest raffle benefiting the Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) returns, and the big 
prize, courtesy of the Norwegian Embassy, is an all-inclusive trip – again including flights – for two to Oslo. So, please, be 
generous and help us support the RNIB library and, as a reward, you might find yourself taking in the highlights of Norway’s 
capital. We also want to thank the Norwegian Embassy for their continued support in bringing exciting new names to 
CrimeFest (This year it is the award-winning Jørn Lier Horst). We also want to thank all our other associates and sponsors 
for support – see their names below.

In closing, it is wonderful to see so many new names amongst the delegates this year. We have four debut author 
panels instead of the usual two, and there are lots of new readers as well. We wouldn’t dream of boasting that we are the 
biggest convention in the world (we are nowhere near), but we like to think that we are one of the friendliest. With that in 
mind, the two receptions – the CrimeFest-hosted reception announcing the CWA award shortlists and the Arcadia sponsored 
pre-gala award dinner reception – are open to all full weekend pass holders. Those of you who have attended before already 
know this but, for those of you who are new to it all: grab a chair and join in. We’ve already forgotten that this is your first 
time, and by Sunday so will you.
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Mark Billingham
By Martyn Waites

I first met Mark in the mid-eighties when we shared a flat together at the Edinburgh Festival. 
No. That’s not strictly true. Yes, we shared a flat in Edinburgh but so did about thirty others. 
A three bedroom flat, I might add. Mark was there as half of his then comedy double act, the 
Tracy Brothers. I was there because my college girlfriend was appearing in a play (a cubist re-
imagining of Gogol’s The Government Inspector, believe it or not) and I was freeloading. The 
whole cast and crew were staying in this flat plus attendant hangers on, like me and Mark. I 
do remember going to see the Tracy Brothers at the Tic Toc Club and being very impressed. I 
expected them to be huge and when I was a famous actor I could tell people I’d heard them 
rehearsing country versions of Ramones songs in the bedroom one morning. 

But things don’t always turn out the way you expect. 
I only became a jobbing actor, not a famous one, and the Tracy Brothers, despite frequent 

TV appearances, didn’t become as huge as I thought they would. Mark struck out on his own and 
became a well-respected – and very funny – stand up comic. I started writing crime novels. But I was sure I kept seeing 
him around. I thought I’d seen him at a couple of Elvis Costello gigs (I had – we’re  both huge fans). And I was sure 
I’d seen him – or someone who looked like him – at Dead on Deansgate. Why was the bloke from the Tracy Brothers at 
a crime fiction convention, I asked myself? Mustn’t be him.

Fast forward another couple of years. 
I was now a published writer with a couple of well-received but not hugely bestselling crime novels under my 

belt. I got a call from someone called Mark Billingham asking if he could interview me for Shots magazine. Sure, I 
said. We arranged to meet backstage at the Comedy Store in the heart of London’s glittering West End (strange, I 
thought – I’d have chosen a pub) but I turned up. And there was the bloke from the Tracy Brothers. We talked and 
immediately got on like several houses on fire. Mark told me he was writing a crime novel (It was him I’d seen at Dead 
on Deansgate! That’s why he was there! And he was also compering that night at the Store – that’s why we met where 
we did!) and I wished him all the best with it. 

The novel was the internationally bestselling and brilliant Sleepyhead which introduced Tom Thorne to the Brit 
Lit landscape. I returned the favour he had done me (not that I thought he needed it – the book was doing so well) and 
interviewed him for Bizarre magazine which I was then freelancing for. And that was that. We became friends and 
colleagues.

Fast forward another decade or so. To now.
Mark and I are now both internationally bestselling, award-winning crime novelists (although admittedly I’m 

sometimes known as Tania Carver).  For my money, Mark is one of the best we have currently working in this country. 
In fact I’d go further: his series of Tom Thorne novels and brilliant standalones have earned him a place in the pantheon 
of great crime writers – not just British ones, but of all time. He’s also had the TV treatment, with David Morrissey 
memorably playing Thorne. 

But aside from all that, on a more personal level, we’re the best of friends. We share not only careers as crime 
novelists and a passion for music but – more importantly, I think – a well-documented love of Western shirts.       

Thinking back to when an aspiring actor and a fledgling comedian accidentally collided in a flat in Edinburgh, it 
makes one realise once again that no, things don’t always turn out the way you expect. 

Sometimes they turn out better.

Featured Guest Author
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Nordic Noir in November

Reykjavik 21 - 22 
November 2014

www.icelandnoir.com

Iceland's Festival 
of Crime Fiction

Goldsboro Books will have a limited number of signed 
first editions of the second Cormoran Strike novel by Robert 
Galbraith, The Silkworm.

We have designed a ‘Strike 
it Lucky’ ticket which will 
be randomly inserted into 
parcels being dispatched 
from Goldsboro Books. 

If you are one of the lucky 
few that ‘Strike it Lucky’ 
and find yourself to be 
in possession of a ticket, 
then you will be able to 
come to the shop on 2nd 
July at 2pm and purchase 
your signed first edition of 
The Silkworm. This will be 
an event which will form 
part of our ‘Independent 
Booksellers Week’ 
celebrations.

To be in with the chance to 
receive a ticket, you must 

simply make an order from our website between 1st May and 31st 
May, and state ‘Strike it Lucky’ in the comments section. Please 
note that your order must be a paid order for an item that is in 
stock, not a pre-order for books not yet published.  This is the only 
way to enter yourself into the draw, email and telephone orders or 
enquiries will not be accepted, and neither will any orders made 
before or after this time period. 

Please visit www.goldsborobooks.com for more details. 
Terms and Conditions apply.



Yrsa Sigurðardóttir
By Kevin Wignall

A young student of Icelandic history is found with his eyes gouged out – a simple drug-related 
murder, or does it have some connection with the arcane subjects he studied (Last Rituals)?  
When the site of a volcanic eruption is excavated, murder victims are found in one of the houses 
– suspicion falls on the person who tried to stop the excavation, but is he simply a scapegoat for 
the things that happened in the past (Ashes to Dust)? A yacht arrives in Reykjavik harbour, eerily 
deserted – what happened to the crew, and to the family who were on board when it left Lisbon 
(The Silence of the Sea)?

Yrsa Sigurðardóttir’s books always have a striking premise, but as any writer can tell you 
(particularly after being collared for the hundredth time at a party by someone who has ‘a great 
idea for a novel’), ideas are cheap. There are plenty of books out there that have a great premise, 
only to disappoint in the delivery.

The best writers will use that premise as little more than a springboard, never allowing it 
to get in the way of character, atmosphere, drama. Yrsa Sigurðardóttir is one of those writers. It’s no wonder that all of 
her adult books have been European bestsellers. The real surprise to me is that, as successful as she’s been here in the 
UK, she isn’t yet as well-known as Jo Nesbø or Stieg Larsson. I have no doubt that that will change in the near future, 
because once people start reading Yrsa’s books they invariably become lifelong fans.

In Thora Guðmundsdóttir she’s created a superb series heroine, very much a real woman with real-world 
problems, a refreshing change from the divorced and alcoholic detective or the slightly overweight middle-aged man 
who’s strangely irresistible to young women. Thora’s humanity and wry humour make her a perfect guide through 
some fairly strange territory.

And I don’t just mean strange in terms of geography. There’s often an undercurrent of the supernatural in Yrsa’s 
books – people who disappear in odd circumstances, houses that are reputedly haunted, a population that never seems 
completely free of its own folklore. It all helps to make these among the most chilling and unsettling of modern crime 
novels.

Yrsa took that aspect of her work a step further with her standalone, I Remember You, published in the UK in 
2012 and much more firmly in the horror camp.  As ever with Yrsa, it’s beautifully written, put together without a 
single missed step, and is one of the most unnerving ghost stories I’ve ever read.

So, I’m looking forward to interviewing Yrsa Sigurðardóttir at CrimeFest this year.  I’ve been on panels with her 
before, and had many great laughs with her and her husband Ola over drinks, but I’ll enjoy the chance to talk about her 
amazing books, and to allow you to ask her the questions that have intrigued you. And if you haven’t read any of her 
books yet, come along anyway, and allow me to convert you – I guarantee you won’t be sorry.

Featured Guest Author
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Simon Brett
By Alison Joseph

There are many surprising things one can find out about Simon Brett. The man only has one 
‘A’ level for a start.  And if you consult his website, it turns out he’s much older than he looks. 
Unless he’s lying about his age, which I suppose might be possible, perhaps in the hope of 
acquiring some gravitas, given the lack of A levels. Although a first class degree from Oxford 
might make up for that, one would have thought.

And as for his astonishing theatrical triumphs! Edgar in King Lear. Leontes, Richard II. 
And, at the age of only twenty-two, Santa in a Christmas grotto…  Who’d have thought, that 
within this quiet, mild-mannered man there lurks such a giant of theatrical talent.

Simon Brett’s first Charles Paris novel, Cast, In Order Of Disappearance, was published 
by Gollancz in 1975. Since then he has written a huge number of very successful novels, 
featuring several unforgettable detectives. Charles Paris was followed by Mrs Pargeter, then 
the Fethering series (set in a fictional village on the South Coast, next door to its neighbour, 
Tarring), and Blotto and Twinks. His standalone stories include A Shock To The System, (1984) which became a feature 
film starring Michael Caine, and he is also the author of  Faber Anthologies: Useful Verse, Parodies and Diaries.

Simon has made the humorous, tightly plotted crime story his own. It is part of his skill that he makes it look 
easy. His novels work seamlessly, allowing the humour to come from the truth of the characters combined with the 
tension of the situation, so that even as we laugh, we still want to turn the page, to find out what happens next.

Simon began his career working for BBC Light Entertainment, followed by a stint at London Weekend 
Television. He was the producer on series such as Week Ending, Just A Minute, and I’m Sorry, I Haven’t A Clue, and 
also the pilot episode of Hitchhikers’s Guide to the Galaxy. As a writer, he is the author of series such as Foul Play, No 
Commitments, Smelling Of Roses and After Henry. He also launched the very successful Radio 4 version of Charles 
Paris starring Bill Nighy, now written by Jeremy Front.

But the Diamond Dagger is not just an award for excellence in crime writing. It is also given for contribution to 
the genre, and as a former Chair of both the Crime Writers’ Association and the Society of Authors, as well as current 
President of the Detection Club, Simon has played a very important part in this. 

The end of May 2014 will see the publication of his nineteenth Charles Paris investigation, entitled The 
Cinderella Killer. Later this year there will be a new Fethering Mystery and another Charles Paris story. Simon’s 
success is in timeless stories told with wit and elegance, and the award of the Diamond Dagger is much deserved.

Featured Guest Author
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highlighted Guest Authors
Ben Aaronovitch
& jasper fforde
By Peter Guttridge

If gods are the only ones capable of creating other worlds, then two gods walk among us in 
Bristol. Jasper Fforde has created a magnificently surreal but completely logical alternative 
universe in a range of wonderful books. Ben Aaronovitch didn’t create the world of Doctor Who 
but he was chief priest in it for a bit before he created his own London urban fantasy police world 

– a sub-genre of its own if there ever was one.
Now, Jasper Fforde is a bibliographer’s nightmare. That superfluity of ‘f’s in his name is 

bad enough but then he writes a series that isn’t one – two books in the Nursery Crimes series? – 
and a trilogy which will have four books in it. (hello, The Last Dragonslayer). He has a confusion 
of titles – is Shades of Grey the title of the first in the Shades of Grey series (that is actually a 
trilogy) or is the title The Road to High Saffron – or is it both? Then he has titles that confuse: 

‘The Locked Room Mystery mystery’ anyone? And don’t even get me started on why there is no 
Chapter thirteen in any of his books. This is the kind of thing you’d hire literary detective Thursday 
Next to investigate, except I hear she’s bought and paid for. So we’ll have to do our best to pin him 
down at CrimeFest.  

 These things I do know: Jasper is the son of the twenty-fourth Chief Cashier of the Bank 
of England, for whom cashing up every night must have been a real headache. Jasper was rejected 
seventy-six times with various novels over an eleven-year period before The Eyre Affair, the first 
Thursday Next novel, was published in 2001. The eighth, Dark Reading Matter, is out this year. 
Jasper’s first career was as a focus puller on movies. (No, I don’t know what that is either.) He is a 
qualified pilot who flies his own Rearwin Skyranger. The Fforde Ffestival in Swindon celebrates 

his novels by recreating the game show Name That Fruit and holding Hamlet Soliloquy Speed Trials. Swindon is actually 
a very exciting place. One of these statements is untrue.

 In the late eighties Ben Aaronovitch wrote two Doctor Who serials (plus novelisations) and Battlefield (ditto). In 
the nineties he was a regular writer on Jupiter Moon. (He also wrote one episode of British soap Casualty but he can be 
forgiven for that.) He continued with Doctor Who in novel form and audio and did a number of Blake’s 7 audio dramas.

 However, at CrimeFest we know him best for his Rivers of London fantasy police procedurals – no, not the kind 
where police make things up to get a conviction. In this series – the fifth, Foxglove Summer, comes out in July – PC Peter 
Grant of the Metropolitan Police works for a branch of the Met that deals with magic and the supernatural. It’s run by a 
wizard so we’re talking proper magic. In the first novel, Peter Grant therefore becomes the first English apprentice wizard 
for decades. CrimeFest regulars might recall that the unabridged audio recording of the first novel, Rivers of London, was 
on the shortlist for the Audible Audio award in 2012.

 Warring gods of the Thames and its tributaries and other fantastical elements are based on some potent pagan 
mythologies about London. The rest, in the best tradition of great writing, Ben Aaronovitch just makes up. It’s all great 
stuff and seeing him on stage with Mr Fforde is going to be just fffaabulous.
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Highlighted Guest Authors
Nicci French

& Lars Kepler
By Maxim Jakubowski

It’s been a long, mercenary tradition of British chain bookselling to offer BOGOFs, that is Buy 
One Get One Free, but surely two for the price of one is even better value? And this is what the 
reader gets when he or she plunges into the tense, murky pages of the thrillers written by Nicci 
French and Lars Kepler.

 Collaborations between two separate authors are nothing new (I am myself culpable of 
being part of such a notorious duo, albeit not in the crime field) but instances of married couples 
perilously putting their relationship at risk by writing books together is more unusual and has 
been turned into a fine art by Sean and Nicci, and Alexander and Alexandra, highlighted guest 
authors at this year’s CrimeFest.

Sean and Nicci both come from a journalistic background, having established an enviable 
reputation as newspaper columnists before they even met and wrote their first psychological 
thriller together. The Memory Game was published in 1997 and was quickly applauded as a 
distinct, intelligent new voice in the field, presenting characters of flesh and blood the reader 
could so easily identify with, thus generating a creepy sense of empathy between observer 
and victim that makes the reading of their successive books a breathtaking enterprise in 
unputdownable compulsion and dread of what happens next. This was soon succeeded on the 
international bestseller lists by The Safe House and then Killing Me Softly, which was filmed 
by Chen Kaige, starring Heather Graham and Joseph Fiennes. A further nine novels of a similar 
oppressive but admirably suspenseful nature have since followed, during which time both Sean 
and Nicci have written other titles on a solo basis, both within and outside the mystery field. In 2011 they embarked 
on their first series, featuring psychotherapist Frieda Klein, which has featured so far Blue Monday, Tuesday’s Gone, 
Waiting For Wednesday and this year’s Thursday’s Children, all gripping achievements of psychological suspense, with 
a multi-faceted central character with a mysterious past and a strong emphasis on human relationships and their dark 
side.

Lars Kepler is the pseudonym adopted by married Swedish authors Alexander Ahndoril and Alexandra Coelho 
Ahndoril to write their splendid thriller series featuring Stockholm Detective Inspector Joona Linna. They resorted to 
a pen name to separate these books from earlier titles they had written singly and the original manuscript of the first 
book, The Hypnotist, was even submitted to publishers anonymously. Needless to say it sold within five days! And 
although the initial intention was for Kepler to remain anonymous as their respective previous books were not in the 
crime field (Alexandra was primarily a biographer and Alexander a playwright and mainstream novelist), it wasn’t long 
before massive public demand made the revelation of the authors behind him obligatory. Finnish-Swedish cop Joona 
Linna is a fascinating creation, a most tenacious investigator who never shies from using uncommon methods or taking 
huge risks in his quest for the truth and the guilty party. The Hypnotist, which was filmed last year by Lasse Hallström 
(the film hasn’t been seen in the UK outside of festivals yet, but is as gripping as the book and wonderfully faithful to 
it) has since been succeeded by The Nightmare and The Fire Witness and a fourth Joona Linna outing The Sandman is 
still being translated. With their labyrinthine and cunning plots, colourful galleries of characters torn from the pages of 
today’s newspapers in all their fallibility and moral confusion, the Lars Kepler novels form a multi-levelled portrait of 
contemporary Sweden, and stand head and feet above the current tide of Nordic crime fiction.

But how do you write a novel in collaboration, let alone a thriller? Who comes up with the characters? How are 
the chapters, the sections, the lines divided? What happens when a husband and wife strongly disagree on a plot point, 
a turn of phrase? Do the problems of the writing day translate into everyday family life? So many questions that beg to 
be asked and, not being a marriage counsellor, I intend to question Nicci French and Lars Kepler with forensic ferocity 
to answer your curiosity as well as mine!

13



ITV_Crimfest_Page_Layout 1  20/03/2014  15:19  Page 1



ITV_Crimfest_Page_Layout 1  20/03/2014  15:19  Page 1

highlighted Guest Authors
Kerry Greenwood

& Maureen Jennings
By Peter Guttridge

Talking television with Maureen Jennings and Kerry Greenwood is going to be a treat. How often do 
you find writers who actually like what TV has done to their characters? Maureen loves the Murdoch 
Mysteries, which, it was confirmed at the start of April, is going to have an eighth series of eighteen 
episodes. And Kerry describes the film set of one episode (Blood and Circuses) of her Phryne Fisher 
series as ‘like walking into my own head’.
 But introductions first. Maureen Jennings is a Brummie who decamped to Canada when she was 
seventeen and stayed. She was a psychotherapist who wanted to be a writer for many years and became 
one with a play in 1991. Detective William Murdoch came along in 1997 in Except The Dying. The 
Victorian Murdoch, whose keen interest in science helps him solve murders, appeared in seven novels up 
to 2007’s A Journeyman to Grief. He was partly inspired by the real life John Wilson Murray, the Toronto 
detective who was appointed Ontario’s first government detective in 1875. 

Maureen left Murdoch behind and wrote a World War II trilogy, set in the Midlands where she grew 
up, featuring Inspector Tom Tyler. The third of these, No Known Grave, is coming out in the UK later this year. She 
has also signed a deal for books four and five. From her research for the second novel she conceived, with a partner, 
the idea for a TV series set in Canada based on women working in a munitions factory. The result was the hit show, 
Bomb Girls.  

However, she already had experience in television with Detective Murdoch. He had been optioned for TV in 
2000 and first appeared on screen in three Movies of the Week in 2003. In 2007, as Maureen left him behind in the 
novels, the Murdoch Mysteries TV series began production. It is seen in over twenty countries from Iran to Australia.

And Australia is where Melbourne-born and bred Kerry Greenwood still resides. (After a few years seeing the 
world.) The prolific crime, sci-fi, history and children’s novelist has among her collection of awards a Ned Kelly for 
Lifetime Contribution to the crime genre.

She has a crime series featuring baker Corinna Chapman but stylish twenties siren Phryne (rhymes with ‘briny’) 
Fisher, driving her Hispano-Suiza, her pearl-handled pistol by her side, is where Kerry’s heart lies. Phryne made her 
debut in 1989 in Cocaine Blues. Kerry expected to write one more but has written twenty.

The books were optioned in 1990 but Kerry was clear that she had to choose the actress to play Phryne and vet 
all the scripts.  Finally, with those provisos in place, The Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries were premiered in February 
2012. And Kerry was invited to play a cameo in Blood and Circuses. That’s the one with the Sherlock Holmes joke – 
there’s a tent show of the Giant Rat of Sumatra. That’s when Kerry, recalling walking through a set that meticulously 
recreated the details of her novel, declared: ‘It was like walking into my own head.’

We won’t be walking in anyone’s heads in Bristol, as far as I’m aware, but I look forward to a peek into the 
minds of these two most entertaining writers.
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THE PANELlISTS

M.J. Arlidge has worked in television for 
the last fifteen years, specialising in high end 
drama production. Arlidge trained at the BBC 
before spending seven years at Ecosse Films, 
producing series such as Mistresses (BBC1) 
and Cape Wrath (C4/Showtime). For the last 
five years he has run an independent drama 
production company, producing a number of 

crime serials, and is currently working on a major adaptation of 
The Last of the Mohicans for BBC1.

Quentin Bates escaped English suburbia 
as a teenager at the end of the seventies. A gap 
year in Iceland turned into a gap decade before 
returning to England with a family, a language 
and a profession acquired in the far north. The 
joys of crime writing follow a dozen years as a 
journalist on an obscure nautical trade magazine. 
He has written three and a half crime novels set 

in Iceland. www.graskeggur.com

Belinda Bauer succeeded as a novelist after 
failing miserably as a screenwriter. Her only 
film was so bad it was never released; her first 
book (Blacklands), however, won the 2010 
CWA Gold Dagger. Since then she’s won the 
Dagger in the Library, and was shortlisted for 
the 2013 Gold Dagger for Rubbernecker. Her 
latest book, The Facts of Life and Death, is 

about the corruption and manipulation of – and by – a child. 
www.belindabauer.co.uk

A.K. Benedict read English at Cambridge 
University and creative writing at the University 
of Sussex. She writes novels, short stories and 
screenplays, composes film and television 
soundtracks and acts and sings on the sly. 
Her debut novel, The Beauty of Murder, was 
published by Orion in 2013. Her second novel, 

Jonathan Dark or The Evidence of Ghosts, will be published in 
November 2014. She lives in Hastings and loves a seaside cup 
of tea. http://akbenedict.com

Carole Blake founded her Agency in 1977 
after fourteen years working for publishing 
houses, finally as Marketing Director of Sphere. 
Past President of The Association of Authors’ 
Agents and The Book Trade Charity: BTBS, 
past Chairman of The Society of Bookmen. 
Member of advisory boards for post-graduate 
publishing studies courses at City University 

and UCLA. Author of From Pitch To Publication (Macmillan) 
reprinted thirteen times. Pandora Award 2013 ‘for significant 
and sustained contribution to the publishing industry’. 
www.blakefriedmann.co.uk

Hilary Bonner is a full-time author and 
former chair of The Crime Writers’ Association. 
Her latest psychological thriller, The Cruellest 
Game, charts the catastrophic events which 
befall a perfect family following revelations 
of devastating deception. Her eleventh novel, 
Friends to Die For, will be published by 
Macmillan in August. She’s a former Fleet 

Street journalist and lives in the West of England, the setting for 
most of her novels, where she was born and brought up. 
www.hilarybonner.com

A former newspaper journalist, Stephen 
Booth is the author of thirteen novels set in the 
Peak District, featuring two young Derbyshire 
police detectives, DS Ben Cooper and DS 
Diane Fry. The Cooper and Fry series has won 
awards on both sides of the Atlantic, with Ben 
Cooper nominated for a Sherlock Award for 

Best Detective created by a British author. Stephen has been 
described by the Sunday Telegraph as ‘one of our best story 
tellers’. www.stephen-booth.com

Neil Broadfoot worked as a journalist 
for fifteen years, covering some of the 
biggest stories of the day. A poacher turned 
gamekeeper, he has since moved into 
communications: providing media relations 
advice for a variety of organisations. He now 
works as a communications officer for the 

Scottish Government. Neil is married and a father to two girls, 
he’s completely outnumbered in his own home. He lives in 
Dunfermline. Falling Fast is his first novel.



Frances Brody writes the highly acclaimed 
mystery series set in 1920s Yorkshire, featuring 
Kate Shackleton, war widow turned sleuth. Her 
latest novel is Murder on a Summer’s Day, set 
around the Duke of Devonshire’s Bolton Abbey 
estate. Frances has written radio and theatre 
plays, television scripts and sagas, receiving the 
HarperCollins Elizabeth Elgin debut award for 

the most regionally evocative saga of the millennium. 
www.frances-brody.com 

Adam Bromley worked for many years 
at the BBC, producing TV and radio comedy, 
for which he won two Sony awards. He then 
co-founded Rushforth Media, one of the UK’s 
largest audiobook producers. As managing 
director, he oversees the production of over five 
hundred titles per year. Many are crime fiction 
from current writers such as Nicci French, 

Gianrico Carofiglio and T.F. Muir; or classic crime from the 
likes of Margery Allingham and Cecil Day-Lewis aka Nicholas 
Blake.

Alison Bruce is a crime novelist and creator 
of the Cambridge-based Gary Goodhew series 
which includes the bestselling titles Cambridge 
Blue (Constable, 2008), The Calling (Constable, 
2011) and her most recent novel The Backs 
(Constable 2013). She has also written two non-

fiction crime books and a number of short stories. In 2013 she 
was shortlisted for the Crime Writers’ Association Dagger in the 
Library and is the Patron of Lakenheath Library, Suffolk. 
www.alisonbruce.com

Declan Burke is the author of Eightball 
Boogie (2003), The Big O (2007), Absolute 
Zero Cool (2011), Slaughter’s Hound (2012) 
and Crime Always Pays (2014). He is also 
the editor of Down These Green Streets: Irish 
Crime Writing in the 21st Century (2011), and 
the co-editor, with John Connolly, of Books to 
Die For (2013). Absolute Zero Cool won the 

Goldsboro Last Laugh Award at CrimeFest in 2012. 
http://crimealwayspays.blogspot.com

James Carol is the creator of eccentric 
genius Jefferson Winter, a former FBI profiler 
who travels the world hunting serial criminals. 
When he’s not writing, James spends his time 
training horses and riders. An accomplished 
guitarist, he relaxes by writing and recording 
music. James lives in Hertfordshire with his 
wife and two children. Broken Dolls is the first 

Jefferson Winter thriller. Smoke and Mirrors, the second novel 
in the series, will be released in September. 
www.james-carol.com

Born in Brazil, Chris Carter moved to the 
USA where he studied Criminal Behaviour 
Psychology. As a Criminal Psychologist with 
a District Attorney’s team he worked hundreds 
of cases, ranging from minor offences to serial 
and multiple homicides. Chris has written 
five novels since he became a writer in 2008. 
He’s published in twenty-seven countries 

and his two latest novels became top ten bestsellers in nine 
of those countries, including the UK and Germany. www.
chriscarterbooks.com

Tania Carver – see Martyn Waites

Nigel Cawthorne is the author of John 
Creasey: The King of Crime Writers, A Brief 
Guide to Agatha Christie and A Brief History 
of Sherlock Holmes. He has written more than 
one hundred and fifty books on everything 
from James Bond to the Sex Lives of the Popes. 
He claims to be the only man to have ever 

appeared in the dock of the Old Bailey and to have testified to 
the US Senate. http://nigel-cawthorne.com

Adam Chase (aka Eve Seymour) From an 
early age, Eve’s family consisted of her dad 
and two big brothers. Mood music at home was 
West Bromwich Albion, booze, jazz and rock, 
women and cars. Writing as a male with a male 
protagonist came easily! Best known for the 
Tallis series of spy novels, she’s recently added 
Hex, a hitman with a conscience, in Wicked 

Game. Game Over is the latest in the series. 
www.evseymour.co.uk

Matthew Coniam is the author of The 
Dennis Wheatley Project, a website charting 
his efforts to read all of Wheatley’s novels 
in order, documenting his observations as he 
goes. He holds an MA in popular culture, and 
has contributed to numerous books, magazines, 
journals and websites in Britain and America 
on topics ranging from cinema to philosophy.

T.J. (Tim) Cooke was formerly a legal 
executive, specialising in criminal law. He 
was an advisor to the BBC drama dept, before 
going on to write many drama scripts himself, 
including London’s Burning, The Bill and Bad 
Girls. His debut novel Kiss and Tell introduces 
unorthodox lawyer Jill Shadow, who some 
liken to Erin Brockovich. His second novel 

is Defending Elton, an inventive tale which exposes how 
alarmingly malleable our criminal justice system can be.
www.tjcooke.com

Ray Celestin lives in London. He studied 
Asian art and languages at university and 
is a script writer for film and TV, as well as 
publishing several short stories. The Axeman’s 
Jazz is his first novel.
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Paul Cornell is the writer of London 
Falling and the forthcoming Severed Streets, 
supernatural police procedural novels set in 
modern London. He’s written for Doctor Who, 
and currently writes Wolverine for Marvel 
Comics. www.paulcornell.com

Richard Creasey is a lucky dyslexic. Luck 
No. 1 was growing up surrounded by words – 
his father, John Creasey, was the world’s most 
prolific author. Luck No. 2 was looking for a 
job when television was up-and-coming – for 
fourteen years Richard was the documentaries’ 
boss at Central TV. Luck No. 3 was co-

founding The Digital Village with leading thinkers and doers, 
including Douglas Adams, cult writer of The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy. www.richardcreasey.net

Mason Cross was born in Glasgow in 1979, 
where he now lives with his wife and three 
children. He studied English at the University 
of Stirling and currently works in the voluntary 
sector. He has written a number of crime 
short stories, including A Living, which was 
shortlisted for the Quick Reads ‘Get Britain 

Reading’ Award. His first novel, The Killing Season, was 
published in April 2014 by Orion. www.carterblake.net 

John Curran acted as consultant to the 
National Trust during the renovation of 
Agatha Christie’s former home, Greenway 
House. His Edgar-nominated Agatha Christie’s 
Secret Notebooks (2009) won the 2011 
Agatha, Anthony and Macavity Awards and 
he published Agatha Christie’s Murder in the 
Making, also nominated for the same awards, 

in September 2011. A life-long crime fiction enthusiast, he 
recently completed his PhD on The Golden Age of Detection, at 
Trinity College, Dublin where he lives. 
www.johncurran.info

After ten years in London, working for a City 
law firm, Clare Donoghue moved back to 
her home town in Somerset to undertake an MA 
in creative writing at Bath Spa University. In 
2011 the initial chapters of Never Look Back, 
previously entitled Chasing Shadows, were 
longlisted for the CWA Debut Dagger award. 

Never Look Back is her first novel.

Ruth Downie is the author of a series 
featuring Roman Army medic Gaius Petrieus 
Ruso – a man whose desire for a quiet 
life is thwarted both by unwanted murder 
investigations, and by his British partner, 
Tilla. The first book in the series was a New 
York Times bestseller and the sixth, Tabula 

Rasa, will be published this summer. When she isn’t writing, 
Ruth’s happiest moments are spent grovelling in mud with an 
archaeological trowel. www.ruthdownie.com

Steven Dunne was born and educated in 
Bradford and graduated from Kent University. 
After years in teaching, he moved to Derby, 
self-publishing his first crime novel, Reaper, in 
2007. The book was optioned by HarperCollins 
and released as The Reaper in 2009. A sequel, 
The Disciple, followed. Deity was released with 

Headline in 2012 and The Unquiet Grave in 2013. His new 
novel A Killing Moon will be released this year. 
www.stevendunne.co.uk

Kris Dyer has narrated books by some of 
the UK’s leading authors including Anthony 
Horowitz and Neil Gaiman. His narration of 
the macabre Dan Rhodes novel Little Hands 
Clapping was picked out by the Independent on 
Sunday as one of the audiobooks of the summer 

– ‘read by the excellent Kris Dyer’. He narrates 
the Nigel Strangeways detective series by Nicholas Blake and 
six novels featuring ‘The Baron’ by master crime fiction author 
John Creasey.

Patrick Easter was a Met police officer for 
thirty years and for part of that time served on 
the Marine Police division. He left in 1994 and 
became a successful journalist working for both 
national and international journals. A full time 
author since 2008 his books follow the fortunes 
of Tom Pascoe, a marine officer on the Thames 
at the end of the 18th Century. He lives in East 

Sussex with his wife and two dogs. www.patrickeaster.co.uk

Martin Edwards is an award-winning 
crime writer whose latest Lake District Mystery 
is The Frozen Shroud. The series includes The 
Coffin Trail (shortlisted for the Theakstons 
Award for Crime Novel of the Year), The 
Arsenic Labyrinth and The Serpent Pool. He 
has written eight novels about Liverpool lawyer 

Harry Devlin, available as ebooks, and two standalone novels. 
He won the CWA Short Story Dagger in 2008, has edited 
twenty-one anthologies and published eight non-fiction books. 
www.martinedwardsbooks.com

Ruth Dudley Edwards is an historian and 
journalist. Targets of her twelve satirical crime 
novels include gentlemen’s clubs, academia, 
the House of Lords and literary prizes. In 2010 
she won the CWA Non-Fiction Gold Dagger 
for Aftermath: the Omagh bombings and the 

families’ pursuit of justice; in 2008 the CrimeFest Last Laugh 
Award for Murdering Americans; and in 2013 the Goldsboro 
Last Laugh Award for Killing the Emperors, a black comedy 
about conceptual art. www.ruthdudleyedwards.com
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The Brighton Crime Festival 

www.darkandstormybrighton.org

23rd-25th May 2014 

@DarkStormyFest

Dark & Stormy is a brand new UK 
crime festival, serving up a wicked 

selection of book, film, music & 
theatre events in partnership with 
Brighton Festival, Brighton Fringe, 

and Picturehouse Cinemas. 
Join us for a criminally good, 

unforgettable weekend.
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CrimeFest is proud to host a drinks reception 
on 16 May at 6.30 p.m. in the Kings Room for 
the CWA to announce the shortlists for the 
following awards:

–the International Dagger
–the Non-Fiction Dagger
–the Short Story Dagger
–the Debut Dagger
–the Endeavour Historical 
Dagger

And the winner of the CWA 
Margery Allingham Short 
Story Competition 

SIMON BRETT IN PERFORMANCE!

ALL DELEGATES ARE WELCOME

Blackwell’s Bookshop  
87 Park Street 
Bristol 
BS1 5PW

Tel: 0117 927 6602
Fax: 0117 925 1854
Email: bristol@blackwell.co.uk
blackwell.co.uk

As well as a 
selection of Crime 
Fiction, we also stock:

General Fiction
Non Fiction
Children’s Books
DVDs
Cards and Gifts
Academic Textbooks  

 
 

BRISTOL MARRIOTT 
ROYAL HOTEL

Just 5 minutes 
walk from the 
Marriott Royal 

Hotel

Experience crime  
writing to die for...
Whether you’re an arm-chair detective or a hard hitting 
super sleuth, Book Noir has something for you. We  
examine the clues, inspect the evidence and interrogate  
the informants to bring you the most intriguing and  
exciting Crime and Thriller titles. Book Noir solves the 
mystery of what book to read next.

Visit booknoir.co.uk to reach beyond the bestseller  
crime lists to seek out hidden gems, discover breakthrough 
authors and uncover the latest thrilling titles. 

Explore Book Noir and the  
rest of the Nudge Network at  
www.nudgemenow.com

BookNoirAd_CrimeFest.indd   1 08/04/2014   14:47



Kate Ellis was born in Liverpool, studied 
drama in Manchester and now lives in North 
Cheshire. Her books featuring DI Wesley 
Peterson combine past and present day crimes 
and her novel, The Plague Maiden, was 
nominated for Theakstons Crime Novel of 
the Year in 2005. She has been shortlisted for 
a Barry Award and twice for the CWA Short 

Story Dagger. Kate has recently published her eighteenth 
Wesley Peterson novel, The Shroud Maker. 
www.kateellis.co.uk 

Chris Ewan is the author of the standalone 
thrillers Safe House and Dead Line, as well as 
the forthcoming Dark Tides (Faber, October 
2014). His Good Thief’s Guide to... series of 
mystery novels are currently in development 
with 20th Century Fox TV and Hart Hanson 
(showrunner of Bones). Follow him on Twitter 
@chrisewan or visit his website: 
www.chrisewan.com

Jane Finnis writes mysteries set in the 
Roman Empire near York, when Britain was a 
turbulent frontier province racked with tension 
and often open violence. The lives (and deaths) 
of both British tribesmen and newly arriving 
Roman settlers are told by Aurelia Marcella, a 
Roman innkeeper and reluctant sleuth, whose 
exploits are available in print, as ebooks, and in 

MP3 audio. Jane lives in Yorkshire with her husband Richard 
and their two cocker spaniels. www.janefinnis.com

Helen FitzGerald is from an enormous 
Aussie family. She works part time as a 
criminal justice social worker in Glasgow. 
She’s married to screenwriter Sergio Casci, 
and they have two children. Her thrillers often 
involve women on the verge of a nervous 
breakdown (don’t ask her why). Follow her on 

twitter: @fitzhelen. www.helenfitzgerald.net 

Barry Forshaw writes on crime fiction and 
film for various newspapers and edits Crime 
Time. His books include Nordic Noir, British 
Crime Film and Death in a Cold Climate. Other 
work: British Gothic Cinema, Euro Noir, the 
H.R.F. Keating Award-winning British Crime 
Writing, The Rough Guide to Crime Fiction and 

Italian Cinema. He has been Vice Chair of the Crime Writers’ 
Association, and teaches a City University MA course on the 
history of crime fiction. 

Nev Fountain is an award-winning comedy 
writer who is chiefly known for his work on the 
radio and television show Dead Ringers. He 
has contributed to programmes such as Have 
I Got News for You, 2DTV, The Impressions 
Show and the children’s sitcom Scoop. He is 
also a gag writer for Private Eye. His Mervyn 
Stone Mysteries were published in 2010, and 

were joined last year by a full cast audio adventure released on 
CD. www.nevfountain.wordpress.com

Christopher Fowler is the award-winning 
author of over thirty novels and twelve short 
story collections, and the Bryant & May 
mystery novels, which record the adventures 
of two Golden Age detectives investigating 
impossible London crimes. His latest books 
are the comedy-thriller Plastic, the Bryant & 
May novel The Bleeding Heart and his memoir 

Film Freak. He has a weekly column in the Independent On 
Sunday. He spends his time between King’s Cross, London and 
Barcelona. www.christopherfowler.co.uk

Felix Francis has taken over the writing of 
the Dick Francis novels from his father. He 
has recently finished Damage, which will 
be published in September 2014. It will be 
his ninth Dick Francis novel. Felix lives in 
Oxfordshire with his wife, Debbie, and two 
red setters. A keen cricket supporter, he is a 

member of MCC and the Lord’s Taverners, as well as of the 
Crime Writers’ Association and the Detection Club. 
www.felixfrancis.com

Matthew Frank lives in Kent with his wife 
and three young sons. Between family life and 
work as an architect he tries to squeeze in a bit 
of mountain biking, scuba diving and midnight 
writing. If I Should Die is his first novel.

Meg Gardiner is the bestselling author 
of eleven thrillers, including the 2009 Edgar 
award winner China Lake and the 2012 Audie 
award winner The Nightmare Thief. Originally 
from Oklahoma, Gardiner practised law in Los 
Angeles and taught writing at the University of 
California Santa Barbara. She divides her time 
between London and Austin, Texas. Her latest 

novel is The Shadow Tracer. www.MegGardiner.com
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V.M. Giambanco was born in Italy 
and after a degree in English and Drama at 
Goldsmiths she started as an editor’s apprentice 
in cutting rooms and has been involved in 
many UK and US films. The Gift Of Darkness, 
her first novel, is set in Seattle: the city and 
the wilderness around it have shaped the story 
in every way. She lives in London but spends 

most days in Seattle. http://vmgiambanco.com



Rob Gittins has written for almost every top-
rated network UK TV show, including Casualty, 
The Bill, EastEnders, Emmerdale, Soldier, 
Soldier and Heartbeat. Rob is the longest 
serving writer on EastEnders and has written 
over two hundred episodes of the programme. 
Rob was Script Executive on Stella for Sky 1 

HD, Executive Producer on Crash for BBC Wales and has also 
written over a hundred episodes of The Archers and twenty 
original radio plays for BBC Radio 4. 
www.robgittins.com

Dolores Gordon-Smith is the author of 
the Jack Haldean series set in 1920s England, 
the latest being After The Exhibition; a Great 
War spy thriller, Frankie’s Letter, and a column 
in Writing Magazine. She has been a teacher, 
a civil servant and a shaker-out of Christmas 
puddings in a jam factory. A huge fan of Agatha 
Christie and the Golden Age of detection, 

Dolores is married with five daughters and lives in Greater 
Manchester. www.doloresgordon-smith.co.uk

Isabelle Grey has published two novels 
of psychological suspense, Out of Sight and 
The Bad Mother. Her first crime novel Good 
Girls Don’t Die is due out in September. She 
has written numerous episodes of TV crime 
dramas, from such classics as The Bill, Wycliffe, 
Rosemary & Thyme and Midsomer Murders to 

the BAFTA and International Emmy award-winning Accused. A 
former journalist, she grew up in Manchester and lives in north 
London. www.isabellegrey.com

Kate Griffin is the author of Kitty Peck 
and the Music Hall Murders, published in July 
2013 by Faber and Faber. The first six thousand 
words won Stylist Magazine’s competition to 
find a new crime writer, run in conjunction with 
Faber. She worked as a journalist for over a 
decade before moving into PR. Set in the sleazy 
fog-bound back streets of Victorian London, 

Kitty is the first of a series featuring a crime-busting music hall 
trapeze artist.

Elly Griffiths was born in London. She 
wrote several novels under her real name, 
Domenica de Rosa, before turning to crime. The 
Crossing Places, the first book about forensic 
archaeologist Ruth Galloway, won the Mary 
Higgins Clark award and was shortlisted for the 
Theakstons Crime Novel of the Year. The sixth 
Ruth book, The Outcast Dead, published in Feb 

2014, was a Sunday Times bestseller. www.ellygriffiths.co.uk

Peter Guttridge’s eleventh novel, Those 
Who Feel Nothing, is published at the end 
of May. Forcibly retired from CrimeFest’s 
Criminal Mastermind, he has moderated many 
events here and at other festivals. He is a CWA 
John Creasey Dagger judge for the second year 
running. He is the Director of the Scarborough 

Book Festival: Books By The Beach for the first year running – 
well, first year paddling, to be accurate. 
www.peterguttridge.com

CRIMEFEST

22

Join the Crime Readers’ 
Association Today

Sign up for our free online 
magazine at www.thecra.co.uk, 

and you’ll get the best of crime 
news, features, and articles, 

straight to your inbox. 

We also host a blog full of crime 
updates and new books from CWA 

member authors. CRA members 
will also get access to exclusive 

competitions, giveaways, and 
extracts from new crime books. 

Discover your new favourite 
author today! 

M.R. Hall is a novelist and BAFTA 
nominated screenwriter. His books The Coroner 
and The Flight were shortlisted for the CWA 
Gold Dagger in 2009 and 2012. His sixth novel, 
The Burning, was published in February 2014. 
He lives and works in Monmouthshire. Twitter: 
@mrhall_books. www.m-r-hall.com

Rachel Howzell Hall was born and 
raised in LA, studying English and American 
Literature at the University of California, before 
working for PEN America, American Civil 
Liberties Union and in cancer research, writing 
Land of Shadows: A Detective Eloise Norton 
Novel in her spare time. She now works for 

CASA LA, who mobilise volunteers to serve as advocates for 
abused and neglected children in foster care. She lives with her 
husband and daughter in LA. www.rachelhowzell.com



Penny Hancock is the author of the 
psychological thrillers Tideline (Richard and 
Judy Summer Read 2012) and The Darkening 
Hour (CBS action book of the month Feb 14). 
The Road Behind Me comes out in August 2014. 
Her books explore what happens when ordinary 
people make bad decisions, or how we respond 
when confronted with darkness in other people. 

‘You’ll be turning the pages long after you should’ve put the 
lights out’ Woman’s Own. Website: www.pennyhancock.com

When an assault on duty ended her career as 
a Probation Officer Mari Hannah turned 
to scriptwriting before adapting her own BBC 
crime pilot to a novel. She won the Northern 
Writers’ Award in 2010 and the Polari Prize in 
2013. The Times described her series character 
DCI Kate Daniels as a Northerner set to join the 

roster of top literary detectives. Published by Pan Macmillan, 
Mari’s latest novel is Monument to Murder. 
www.marihannah.com

Sophie Hannah is a bestselling author 
of eight psychological thrillers, published in 
twenty-seven countries. Her latest novel, The 
Carrier, won the 2013 Specsavers National 
Book Awards Crime Thriller of the Year Award. 
She has been commissioned by the Agatha 
Christie estate to write the new Hercule Poirot 

novel, which will be published in September 2014. www.
sophiehannah.com.

Tom Harper has written twelve thrillers 
including The Orpheus Descent and the 
forthcoming Zodiac Station. Research for 
his novels has taken him all over the world, 
from the Arctic circle to the top of a volcano, 
via NATO bases and a country that doesn’t 
officially exist. His books have been translated 
into twenty languages. In 2010-11 he was Chair 

of the Crime Writers’ Association. www.tom-harper.co.uk

A professional writer since 1975, John 
Harvey was awarded the CWA Cartier 
Diamond Dagger for Sustained Excellence 
in Crime Writing in 2007. The final book in 
his twelve volume Charlie Resnick series, 
Darkness, Darkness, is published this May. 
www.mellotone.co.uk

Elizabeth Haynes is a former intelligence 
analyst with Kent Police. Her first book, Into 
the Darkest Corner, won Amazon’s Rising 
Stars in 2011 and was longlisted for the John 
Creasey CWA Dagger. She has written three 
standalone thrillers and is now writing a 
procedural series featuring DCI Lou Smith 
and her Major Crime team, the first of which, 

Under a Silent Moon, is published by Sphere in May 2014. 
www.elizabeth-haynes.com

Mick Herron’s Slough House series, about 
a bunch of messed-up spies, currently consists 
of two novels, Slow Horses and Dead Lions – 
the latter won the CWA 2013 Goldsboro Gold 
Dagger. He is also the author of several novels 
featuring private detective Zoë Boehm and the 
standalone thriller Reconstruction. He lives in 
Oxford, works in London, and can be found at 

http://mickherron.com.

David Hewson is the author of more than 
twenty novels set around the world, from Italy 
to America. He adapted all three series of 
The Killing TV series set in Copenhagen into 
acclaimed novels and has adapted both Macbeth 
and Hamlet as audiobooks. This year sees the 
launch of his new series set in contemporary 
Amsterdam featuring Pieter Vos, with the first 

book, The House of Dolls. http://davidhewson.com

Sarah Hilary has worked as a bookseller, 
and with the Royal Navy. Her debut novel, 
Someone Else’s Skin, was published in 2014 by 
Headline in the UK, Penguin in the US, and in 
six other countries worldwide. A second book 
in the series will be published in 2015. Set in 
London, both books feature DI Marnie Rome, a 
woman with a tragic past and a unique insight 

into domestic violence. www.sarah-crawl-space.blogspot.
co.uk
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A latecomer to fiction, Suzette A. Hill is 
the author of the humorous Rev’d Francis 
Oughterard quintet (A Load of Old Bones 
etc.) and the more recently published A Little 
Murder, a quirkily bizarre tale set in 1950s 
London. She has just completed its sequel 
The Venetian Venture which, as with the other 

novels, fuses strong levity with feeble violence. She lives in 
Herefordshire where she continues to pursue her routine of 
unblemished hedonism. www.suzetteahill.co.uk



Bloomsbury Reader is delighted to be publishing all of 
Dennis Wheatley’s fiction as ebooks throughout 2014 with 
The Forbidden Territory, The Devil Rides Out and To The 
Devil, A Daughter out now in paperback. 

Find out more and buy the books at 
www.bloomsbury.com/denniswheatley

Dennis Wheatley’s books cover a range of genres, each of them 
instant bestsellers on publication.  Perhaps best known for his 
infamous occult Black Magic and Molly Fountain series, he also 
created the pre-cursor to James Bond in his Gregory Sallust series, 
the Duke de Richleau thriller series, the Roger Brook 
historicals, the Adventure series and, last but not least, 
his Science Fiction books. 
 
We hope you enjoy your complimentary copy of one of Dennis 
Wheatley’s books and are tempted to try others from the 
author dubbed ‘The Prince of Thriller Writers’ by the Times 
Literary Supplement and ‘The greatest adventure writer of 
his time’ by the Daily Mail. 

DENNIS WHEATLEY
‘One of the most popular storytellers of the Century’ Daily Telegraph

WINNER OF THREE
SOUNDS OF CRIME AWARDS

WholeStoryAudiobooks.co.uk
SAVE 30% OFF EVERYTHING IN STORE, USE DISCOUNT CODE CRIMEFEST14



Antonia Hodgson was born and grew up 
in Derby and studied English at the University 
of Leeds. She has worked at Little, Brown 
publishing company for many years, starting 
out as an editorial assistant for Abacus. These 
days she publishes across a wide range of 
fiction and non-fiction, but with a special 

interest in music memoirs. The Devil in the Marshalsea, which 
is set in Hogarthian London, is her first novel. 

Jonathan Holt has worked for many 
years as an advertising copywriter. It was 
whilst making a commercial for Sainsbury’s 
with Jamie Oliver in an Italian pasta factory 
that he first fell in love with Italy. A chance 
conversation with an American soldier at 
Venice airport subsequently gave him the idea 
for the Carnivia thriller trilogy. The first in the 

series, The Abomination, was published in the UK by Head of 
Zeus in 2013. www.carnivia.com

Bestselling author Jørn Lier Horst is 
a Former Senior Investigating Officer from 
Norway. He is widely recognised as one of 
Norway´s premier crime writers, and is the 
recent winner of the Glass Key award for the 
best Nordic Crime Novel. He made his debut in 
2004 with a novel based on a true murder story. 
He has now published nine books in his crime 

series set in southern Norway, the saga of Inspector William 
Wisting. www.jlhorst.com

Eva Hudson writes pacy mystery thrillers 
featuring feisty female protagonists. From tense 
political thrillers (The Loyal Servant) to gritty 
police procedurals (The Third Estate), if there’s 
a crime that needs solving, you can be sure a 
gutsy, determined woman will crack the case. 
Fresh Doubt is the first book in Eva’s exciting 
new series featuring Ingrid Skyberg, a tough 

FBI agent assigned to the American embassy in London. Book 
two out soon! Twitter: @Eva_Hudson. www.evahudson.com

Maxim Jakubowski worked in publishing 
for many years and owned London’s Murder 
One bookshop. He now writes and edits full 
time. He has published over one hundred and 
twenty-five anthologies, non-fiction titles, short 
story collections, and sixteen novels, the latest 
being Ekaterina And The Night. A winner of the 
Anthony Award, he edits the annual Mammoth 

Book of Best British Crime and, under a pseudonym with a co-
writer, is a multiple Sunday Times Top 10 bestselling author in 
another genre. www.maximjakubowski.co.uk

Peter James is the author of twenty-five 
thrillers. His seven consecutive Sunday Times 
No 1 bestselling Roy Grace crime novels, 
set in Brighton, are published in thirty-six 
languages with sales of over fourteen million 
copies. They have also been No 1 bestsellers in 
France, Germany, Spain, Russia, and Canada. 
His smash hit black comedy play, The Perfect 

Murder (www.theperfectmurder.co.uk) will be touring the UK 
this autumn. www.peterjames.com

Hanna Jameson’s debut novel, Something 
You Are, was published by Head Of Zeus in 
December 2012, when she was just twenty-
two. She had written the first draft at seventeen. 
Influenced by Tarantino, David Peace and 
Nick Cave, Q Magazine described Jameson as 
writing like ‘an angel on speed’. Her second 
novel, Girl Seven, was published in April 2014, 

and she is currently working on the third novel of her London 
Underground series.

Doug Johnstone is the author of six 
novels, most recently The Dead Beat (Faber & 
Faber). His work has been an Amazon Kindle 
#1 bestseller, a Fiction Uncovered winner and 
a Goldsboro Last Laugh nominee, as well as 
receiving praise from Ian Rankin, Irvine Welsh 
and Chris Brookmyre. Writer-in-Residence at 
the University of Strathclyde 2010–2012, he 

is also a journalist and musician, and is one of the co-founders 
of the Scotland Writers football team. www.dougjohnstone.
wordpress.com

Paul Johnston is a Scot who spends much 
of his time in Greece. He has won awards 
for novels in the Quint Dalrymple and Alex 
Mavros series. His most recent book, The 
Black Life, deals with the Holocaust of the 
Thessaloniki Jews and its aftermath. He has 
a PhD in creative (crime) writing from the 
University of St Andrews and is a well-known 
smart-arse, with a Criminal Mastermind title to 

prove it. www.paul-johnston.co.uk
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Icelandic crime writer Ragnar Jonasson is 
the author of the Dark Iceland series, novels set 
in and around the northernmost town in Iceland. 
The series is published in Iceland and Germany 
and is currently being developed for television. 
His first UK publication is the short story Party 
of Two, published in the CWA 2014 Anthology, 
Guilty Parties. His short story Death of a 

Sunflower was published in the January 2014 issue of Ellery 
Queen Mystery Magazine. www.ragnarjonasson.com



Julia Jones used to think she had her writing 
self neatly organised. When in Essex she wrote 
about Allingham – biographies of Margery 
Allingham and her hack-writing father Herbert 
as well as new editions of Margery’s WW2 
classic The Oaken Heart and fortune-telling 
Phil Allingham’s Cheapjack. In Suffolk Julia 

sails Arthur Ransome’s Peter Duck and writes the Strong Winds 
adventure stories. Troublingly her current work-in-progress is a 
sailing adventure set in the marshes of Allingham land. 
www.golden-duck.co.uk

Miranda Vaughan Jones is a Digital 
Editorial Manager for Bloomsbury Reader – a 
digital first imprint that specialises in bringing 
out-of-print titles back into circulation 
alongside original contemporary titles. With 
a background in digital publishing, creative 
writing, and editing over her seven years with 

Bloomsbury Publishing, Miranda has recently been working on 
the revival of the entire Dennis Wheatley oeuvre.

Alison Joseph is a London-based crime 
writer and radio dramatist. She is author of 
the series of novels featuring Sister Agnes, a 
contemporary detective nun. The most recent 
is A Violent Act. Her latest novel, a departure 
from Agnes, features DI Berenice Killick and 
is a crime novel about particle physics. Called 
Dying to Know, it was published in December 

2013 by Endeavour Press. Alison is currently Chair of the 
British Crime Writers Association. www.alisonjoseph.com 

Emma Kavanagh is a former police 
and military psychologist, specialising in 
performance under stress. After spending years 
providing training to police forces and military 
units throughout the UK and Europe, Emma is 
now a full time author, writing psychological 
crime. Her debut novel, Falling, was released 

by Random House in March, 2014. Emma lives in South Wales 
with her husband and young son, and cannot believe that she 
gets to do this for a living.

Jessie Keane writes gritty London-based 
thrillers and is based in Hampshire. Her many 
bestselling books include the Annie Carter 
series – with number one Bookseller Heatseeker 
Dirty Game, followed by Black Widow, Scarlet 
Women, Playing Dead and Ruthless. Following 
on from the Annie Carter Series are the Ruby 
Darke novels Nameless and Lawless, the 

latter due for release in July 2014. She has also written two 
standalones, Jail Bird and The Make. 
www.jessiekeane.com 

Claire Kendal was born in America and 
educated in England, where she has spent all 
of her adult life. The Book of You is her first 
novel. It was the subject of a six-way auction in 
the UK, and rights have so far sold in twenty-
two territories. The Bookseller called it ‘One 
to Watch’. Publishers Weekly gave it a starred 

review, describing it as ‘troubling, raw, and gripping’. Claire 
lives in the South West with her family.

Simon Kernick is one of Britain’s most 
exciting thriller writers. His debut, The 
Business of Dying, was hailed as ‘the crime 
debut of the year’ by the Independent on 
Sunday, and his big breakthrough came with 
his novel, Relentless, which was the bestselling 
thriller of 2007 in the UK. Simon’s thirteen 

books have been translated into twenty-two languages and 
shortlisted for a total of seven international awards. His latest 
novel is Stay Alive. www.simonkernick.com

Jake Kerridge has been the crime fiction 
critic of the Daily Telegraph since 2005. He 
agrees with Julian Symons’s view that nobody 
should be a crime critic who doesn’t feel a 
quickening of the pulse every time the postman 
delivers a new parcel of books. He has 
interviewed many crime writers and has been 
described by P.D. James as ‘that nice man’ and 

by George Pelecanos as ‘that guy standing over there’. 

Janet Laurence’s latest, Deadly Inheritance, 
published by the Mystery Press, is the first in 
a new historical mystery series. She is also 
the author of the Darina Lisle culinary and 
Canaletto historical crime series, and Writing 
Crime Fiction – Making Crime Pay, published 
by Studymates. She regularly runs crime 
writing workshops and is currently Chairman of 

the CWA International Dagger judging panel.
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Valerie Laws is a crime novelist, poet, 
mathematician/physicist, playwright and 
sci-art installation specialist. She is Writer 
in Residence with pathologists, anatomists 
and neuroscientists researching death and the 
brain. Her twelfth book, second crime thriller 
The Operator (‘Gripping from the very first 
scene,’ Ann Cleeves) reunites Erica Bruce and 

DI Will Bennett amid slaughtered surgeons. Valerie performs 
worldwide live and in the media, and is world-infamous for 
spray-painting poetry onto live sheep to celebrate quantum 
theory. www.valerielaws.com



Chris Longmuir lives in Scotland. She 
worked in criminal services, mental health and 
child care, as a social worker before retiring 
to concentrate on her writing career. Chris is 
a member of the Society of Authors and the 
CWA. Her first book, Dead Wood, won the 
Dundee International Book Prize in 2009. Since 

then she has published Night Watcher and Missing Believed 
Dead in her popular Dundee Crime Series of paperbacks and 
ebooks. www.chrislongmuir.co.uk

Michael J. Malone is a published poet 
and the author of the crime novels Blood Tears 
(2012), A Taste for Malice (2013) and the non-
fiction work Carnegie’s Call (2013). His latest 
novel, The Guillotine Choice, is based on the 
true story of an innocent young man sentenced 
to forty years’ hard labour in Devil’s Island. He 
reviews regularly for the popular crime fiction 

website www.crimesquad.com and blogs at http://mickmal1.
blogspot.com.

Dominique Manotti was born in Paris in 
1942 and was an activist from 1962 until 1968. 
A professor of 19th century economic history, 
Manotti still lives in Paris and is the author of 
several novels including Rough Trade, Dead 

Horsemeat (shortlisted for the International Dagger award), 
Lorraine Connection (Winner of the International Dagger 
award and nominated for the ITV3 Crime Thriller Awards) and 
Affairs of State. Escape will be published by Arcadia in July 
2014. www.dominiquemanotti.com

Graham Masterton was born in 
Edinburgh, left school at seventeen to be a 
trainee newspaper reporter and later became 
a magazine editor. His 1975 debut novel, The 
Manitou, was a huge bestseller and was made 
into the classic movie starring Tony Curtis. He 
lived in Cork for five years, an experience that 

inspired the Katie Maguire series, marking an exciting new 
direction into detective crime fiction. The new novel Red Light 
is published in June. www.grahammasterton.co.uk

Colette McBeth is the author of Precious 
Thing, a psychological thriller about a close 
female friendship that turns in to an obsession. 
Her second book, The Life I Left Behind, will 
be published at the end of August 2014. Colette 
was a BBC TV correspondent for ten years 
before turning to full time writing. She lives 
with her husband and three children in London. 

www.colettemcbeth.com

Jessica Mann is the author of twenty-
one crime novels and four non-fiction books 
including Deadlier Than The Male, a study of 
women’s crime writing (1981). She contributes 
a monthly crime fiction column to The Literary 
Review, and as a controversial commentator 
and critic has written for many national 
newspapers and magazines. Her latest book is 

Dead Woman Walking, featuring Dr Fidelis Berlin, and she’s 
planning to bring back the archaeologist Tamara Hoyland in the 
next. www.jessicamann.net

Claire McGowan was born in 1981 in a 
small Irish village where the most exciting 
thing that ever happened was some cows 
getting loose on the road. After studying at 
Oxford and living in China and France, she now 
lives in London, where there aren’t any cows 
but there is the occasional murder in her street. 
She was previously Director of the Crime 

Writers’ Association and teaches on the first crime-writing MA 
at City University. http://clairemcgowan.net

Melanie McGrath is the award-winning 
and bestselling author of eight books. As M.J. 
McGrath she writes the Edie Kiglatuk Arctic 
series of mysteries, the first of which, White 
Heat, was longlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger. 
The third in the series, The Bone Seeker, will 
be published in June. The series is published 
in eighteen languages and is currently being 

developed for TV. Melanie is a judge on this year’s H.G. Wells 
Short Story Prize. www.melaniemcgrath.com
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Andrew Martin is the author of nine 
thrillers in the series featuring Jim Stringer, 
railwayman. The seventh book, The Somme 
Stations, won the CWA Ellis Peters Award 
for 2011. Others have been shortlisted for 
CWA awards. The sixth novel, The Last Train 
to Scarborough, has been adapted for the 

stage, and will be performed at the Stephen Joseph Theatre, 
Scarborough from May 30th–June 14th. Martin’s next novel 
will be a thriller about the super-rich of Mayfair. 
www.jimstringernovels.com

Sophie McKenzie’s first book for adult 
readers – psychological thriller Close My 
Eyes – was published in 2013 and picked as 
a Richard & Judy book club Summer Read. 
Her second, Trust in Me, is published in May 
2014. Sophie has also written two YA romance 
series and is the award-winning author of a 
range of teen thrillers, including Girl, Missing, 

Blood Ties and the Medusa Project series. facebook.com/
sophiemckenzieauthor, @sophiemckenzie_. 
www.sophiemckenziebooks.com 





Fergus McNeill is the author of a Bristol-
based contemporary crime series. His first 
two novels, Eye Contact and Knife Edge, both 
include chapters set less than fifty yards from 
CrimeFest’s own Marriott Royal hotel. As well 
as writing books, he has been creating computer 
games and apps since the early eighties, 
developing his first interactive fiction titles 

while still as school. Get in touch with him via @fergusmcneill 
on Twitter. www.fergusmcneill.co.uk

London-born Paul Mendelson wrote plays 
for the fringe and became the youngest ever 
playwright at the National Theatre in 1986 with 
You’re Quite Safe With Me. He has authored 
eight books on bridge, three on poker and one 
on casino games, as well as writing a weekly 

column for the Financial Times. He contributes to numerous 
magazines and finds himself strangely in demand as a charity 
auctioneer. www.paulmendelson.co.uk

After reading English at Cambridge University, 
Denise Meredith spent ten years working 
for the WWF’s environment movement. She 
later worked as a spokesperson for the British 
Red Cross, travelling through war zones for six 
years. This greatly influenced her crime writing, 
with its themes of injustice and inequality. 
Meredith lives on the outskirts of London with 

her husband and two teenage sons. When not writing she runs, 
bakes cakes and does yoga. Twitter: @DE_Meredith. 
www.demeredith.com

Louise Millar is the author of The Hidden 
Girl, The Playdate and Accidents Happen. 
She writes psychological thrillers about the 
dark side of families and relationships. Before 
writing fiction, she worked as a magazine 
journalist, including five years as a senior editor 
at Marie Claire. She lives in London with her 
husband and children. http://louise-millar.com

Thomas Mogford has worked as a 
journalist for Time Out and as a translator for 
the European Parliament and UEFA Champions 
League. His first three novels in the Spike 
Sanguinetti series, Shadow of the Rock, Sign 
of the Cross and Hollow Mountain, are all 
published by Bloomsbury. He was shortlisted 
for the CWA Debut Dagger Award for best new 

crime writer of 2013. He is married and lives with his family in 
London. www.thomasmogford.com

Susan Moody was born and brought up in 
Oxford. She has published over thirty crime 
and suspense novels. She is a past Chairman 
of the British Crime Writers’ Association, a 
member of the Detection Club, a past Writer-in-
Residence at the University of Tasmania and a 
past President of the International Association 
of Crime Writers. She divides her time between 

south-west France and south-east Kent. She was nominated for 
the CWA short story award and for the RNA’s award.

Rebecca Muddiman is from Redcar, and 
got an MA in Creative Writing from Teesside 
University. She won a Northern Writers’ Award 
in 2010 and the Northern Crime Competition 
in 2012. Her first novel starring DI Michael 
Gardner, Stolen, was published in May 2013 
by Moth Publishing and the follow up, Gone, 

will be published by Mulholland Books in January 2015. Both 
books are set in the North, mostly around Teesside. 
http://rebeccamuddiman.wordpress.com

Tony Mulliken is the Chairman of Midas 
Public Relations and has been in the PR 
industry for over thirty years. Tony and his 
team specialise in building authors and brands 
such as bestselling author Peter James. He 
has a commercial, creative and demanding 
methodology to promote fiction and stimulate 
reading of popular novels. Rated in 100 Most 

Influential Figures in Publishing by The Bookseller, he is 
indefatigable in his enthusiasm. www.midaspr.co.uk

Peter Murphy was born in 1946. After 
Cambridge University he became a barrister. 
He practised and taught law both in England 
and the United States and spent several years 
as counsel at the Yugoslavian War Crimes 
Tribunal at The Hague. He is now a judge of the 
Crown Court. He has published three novels: 

Removal, A Higher Duty, and Test of Resolve. His fourth, A 
Matter for the Jury, is out in July. 
www.petermurphyauthor.co.uk. 
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Mark Charan Newton was born in 1981. 
He has written for a variety of non-fiction 
publications including The Ecologist and The 
Huffington Post, as well as science fiction for 
BBC Radio 4. His latest novel is Drakenfeld, 
a locked-room mystery set in a Romanesque 
fantasy world. www.markcnewton.com



Sheila Quigley always wanted to be a writer 
– or a mountain climber; plenty of hills in the 
north but no mountains to practise on, so she 
went with the writer ambition. She has lived 
most of her life on what are called sink estates, 
and had a whole load of laughs, far more than 
any aggro. Her Mike Yorke books include 

Thorn in My Side (2010), Nowhere Man (2011) and Final 
Countdown (2012). www.theseahills.co.uk 

James Oswald self-published his first two 
novels, Natural Causes and The Book of Souls, 
as ebooks in 2012. Their runaway success 
led to a deal with Michael Joseph and print 
editions came out in 2013 to great acclaim. 
Natural Causes was the Richard and Judy 
Summer pick, and James was shortlisted for the 
National Book Awards New Writer award. The 
Hangman’s Song, book three in the series, is 
available now. www.jamesoswald.co.uk

Stacy Patton is the Senior Editorial 
Manager at Audible.co.uk. She runs Audible’s 
social media channels, launched audibleblog.
co.uk last year, and has worked to produce 
hundreds of audiobooks from rights acquisition 
to online release. She has an impressive 
collection of cowboy boots, loves to interview 
authors, and you can find her on Twitter 

@stacyleepatton.

J.F. Penn is the bestselling author of 
the Arkane action-adventure thriller series, 
described as ‘Dan Brown meets Lara Croft’. 
She’s also the author of Desecration, a crime 
thriller that delves into a macabre world of 
grave robbery and body modification. Joanna’s 
books are inspired by her love of travel, 

psychology and the supernatural. She was voted as one of the 
Guardian UK Top 100 creative professionals 2013. Twitter: @
thecreativepenn. www.JFPenn.com

Kate Rhodes is the author of the Alice 
Quentin crime series, published by Mulholland. 
The series began with Crossbones Yard in 
2012 and A Killing Of Angels in 2013. The 
Winter Foundlings will be published in August 

2014. The novels are based in London and feature forensic 
psychologist Alice Quentin. The series has received excellent 
reviews, with the Sun describing its style as full of ‘great twists, 
turns and surprises’. www.katerhodes.org

Before becoming a writer, Michael Ridpath 
worked in the City of London as a bond trader. 
He has written eight financial thrillers, a spy novel 
entitled Traitor’s Gate set in Berlin in 1938 and 
a series of crime novels featuring the Icelandic 
detective Magnus Jonson. The most recent of 
these is Sea of Stone, published in May 2014. 
www.michaelridpath.com 

Before Christine Poulson turned to crime, 
she was a respectable academic with a PhD 
in History of Art and had written widely on 
nineteenth-century art and literature. The city of 
Cambridge and the Fens, with their unique and 
sometimes sinister atmosphere, provided the 
setting for her first three novels, Dead Letters, 
Stage Fright, and Footfall, which have recently 

been reissued as ebooks. Her standalone suspense novel, 
Invisible, will be published by Accent Press this summer. 
www.christinepoulson.co.uk
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www.crimestory.co.uk31 May-1 June 2014

Spend a weekend getting under the skin of a 
fictional crime with top crime writers, lawyers, 
criminologists, police and forensics experts

Mike Ripley is best known for his award-
winning series of Angel comedy thrillers. 
He was crime fiction critic for the Daily 
Telegraph and Birmingham Post for eighteen 
years, reviewing over nine hundred and fifty 
crime novels; a scriptwriter on the BBC series 
Lovejoy and has run a Creative Crime Writing 
course for Cambridge University. He is the 

consultant editor for Top Notch Thrillers and writes the Getting 
Away With Murder column for Shots Magazine. 
www.shotsmag.co.uk



A former journalist, Craig Robertson is 
the author of four gritty crime novels set on the 
mean streets of contemporary Glasgow. His 
debut, Random, was shortlisted for the CWA 
New Blood Dagger and was a Sunday Times 
bestseller. Cold Grave reached #2 on Kindle. 
His fifth novel, The Last Refuge, is set on the 
not-so-mean streets of Torshavn, the capital of 

the Faroe Islands, and is released this month.

Imogen Robertson was a TV director 
before becoming a full-time author in 2008 
with the publication of Instruments of Darkness, 
her first novel, which introduced the Georgian 
detective duo Westerman and Crowther. 
The fifth in the series, Theft of Life, will be 
published in May 2014. In 2013 she published 
The Paris Winter, a story of betrayal in the 

Belle Époque. She has twice been shortlisted for the CWA Ellis 
Peters Historical Dagger. www.imogenrobertson.com

Pauline Rowson has been hailed as 
‘redefining the genre of the police procedural’ by 
setting it against the atmospheric backdrop of 
the ever-changing sea. Her cops are tough yet 
fallible. The DI Andy Horton series of crime 
novels has been highly acclaimed as having 
everything: compelling crimes, complex past 
history, tough work environment, romantic 

entanglements and political intrigue played out against the 
dramatic and powerfully evocative British marine landscape of 
Portsmouth and the Solent. www.rowmark.co.uk 

Leigh Russell writes the Geraldine Steel 
series published in the US (Harper Collins), 
UK (No Exit Press), Italy (Mondadori), France 
(City Editions), Germany (Bastei Lubbe), and 
Turkey (Kassandra). The series has reached 
Number 1 on Kindle and Number 1 on iTunes, 
and has appeared on bestseller charts for WH 

Smith, Waterstones and Amazon in paperback. Following the 
success of her first series, Leigh is also writing a spin-off series 
featuring Geraldine’s sergeant, Ian Peterson. 
http://leighrussell.co.uk

Robert Ryan began his writing career as a 
contributor to Nick Logan’s The Face before 
becoming Deputy Travel Editor on The Sunday 
Times. His first novel, Underdogs, arrived in 
1999. His latest, Dead Man’s Land and The 
Dead Can Wait (Simon & Schuster) take Dr 
John Watson to the Western Front in WW1. He 
is writing book three in the series and a film 

script about Polish pilots in WW2. He lives in North London. 
www.robtryan.com.

William Ryan worked as a lawyer before 
switching to writing full time. His Captain 
Korolev novels have been shortlisted for 
numerous awards, including the Theakstons 
Crime Novel of the Year and The Kerry Group 
Irish Fiction Award, and published in eighteen 
countries. He’s currently working on a series 
of Crime Writing guides with M.R. Hall (to be 

published later this year by the Guardian) - and completing a 
non-crime novel to be published in 2015. 
www.william-ryan.com

Stav Sherez is a the author of The Devil’s 
Playground (2004), shortlisted for the CWA 
John Creasey Award, The Black Monastery 
(2009), and the Carrigan and Miller series: A 
Dark Redemption (2012), shortlisted for the 
Theakstons Old Peculier Crime Novel of the 
Years, and Eleven Days (2013). The Intrusions 
is out January 2015. Find him on Twitter: 

@stavsherez. http://stavsherez.com

Mel Sherratt self-published her first novel, 
a crime thriller called Taunting The Dead, in 
December 2011. It went on to be a Kindle #1 
bestseller and a 2012 top ten bestselling KDP 
ebook on Amazon.co.uk. She has since released 
three psychological thrillers in a series, The 
Estate. More recently, she has a two-book deal 
with Thomas & Mercer, an imprint of Amazon 

Publishing. Watching Over You (January 2014) is a dark 
psychological thriller. www.melsherratt.co.uk

Jeffrey Siger lives on Mykonos where he 
writes the Chief Inspector Andreas Kaldis series, 
described by The New York Times as ‘thoughtful 
police procedurals set in picturesque but not 
untroubled Greek locales’ and nominated in 
2014 for Best Mystery in a Foreign Setting 
by Left Coast Crime. The New York Journal 

of Books called him ‘one of those rare writers whose finger 
is always on the pulse of modern day upheavals... a master 
storyteller.’ www.jeffreysiger.com
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Chris Simms has worked in advertising 
agencies, nightclubs, post offices and telesales 
centres. He now lives near Manchester, where 
he sets his tense thrillers. His latest series is 
built around DC Iona Khan, a young female 
fighting for acceptance in Manchester police’s 
Counter Terrorism Unit. Along with previous 

nominations for Crime Writers’ Association Daggers and the 
Theakstons Crime Novel of the Year, Chris was selected by 
Waterstones as one of their ‘25 Authors for the Future’. 
www.chrissimms.info





John Gordon Sinclair was born in 
Glasgow, Scotland. His first film won him a 
BAFTA nomination for Best Newcomer to a 
leading film role. His first outing in London’s 
West End won him an Olivier award for Best 
Actor. Seventy Times Seven, his first novel, was 
published in 2012 and was described as ‘an 

impressive debut... Fast and bloody’ by The Times. The sequel, 
Blood Whispers, will be published this summer.

Helen Smith is a novelist and playwright 
who lives in London. The latest book in her 
Emily Castles mystery series is Beyond Belief, 
set in Torquay. Last summer, shortly after 
publication of the previous book in the series, 
Helen reached the top spot on Amazon as 
America’s most popular mystery author. Her 
books have made number one on the bestseller 

lists on both sides of the Atlantic. www.emperorsclothes.co.uk

Mark Allen Smith began writing when 
he was five and has not stopped since. In the 
seventies he became an investigative TV news 
and documentary producer/director – and 
became a screenwriter in the eighties. His 
first book, The Inquisitor, was published in 
2012, and was the result of work he had done 
on torture and child abuse. A sequel, The 

Confessor, is due out in May, 2014. He lives with his wife, in 
Harlem, NY. www.markallensmith.com

The first of Sally Spedding’s seven crime/
thrillers, Wringland, appeared in 2001, and both 
Cold Remains and Malediction in 2012. She 
is also an award-winning poet and short story 
writer. Her short story collection, Strangers 
Waiting, is now on Amazon Kindle, and Tea 
for Two is included in the Mammoth Book of 

Best British Crime (ed. Maxim Jakubowski.) Her How To Write 
a Chiller Thriller (Compass Books) comes out on 25th April. 
www.sallyspedding.com

Michael Stanley is the writing 
team of Stanley Trollip (right) and 
Michael Sears, both South Africans 
by birth. Both have been professors 
and have worked in business, 
Sears in South Africa and Trollip 
in the USA. Their novels – set in 

Botswana, featuring Assistant Superintendent David ‘Kubu’ 
Bengu – are A Carrion Death, A Deadly Trade (The Second 
Death of Goodluck Tinubu in North America), Barry Award-
winning Death of the Mantis, and Deadly Harvest. Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/MichaelStanleyBooks. Website: 
www.detectivekubu.com. 

Linda Stratmann’s lifelong interest in 
crime and history led to her first published 
non-fiction book Chloroform: the Quest 
for Oblivion in 2003, followed by ten more 
historical true crime books. Her series of 
Victorian mysteries starting with The Poisonous 
Seed are set in Bayswater where murder and 

scandal hide behind the lace curtains, and feature Frances 
Doughty, a determined young female sleuth, who has to combat 
not only wily criminals but prejudice against lady detectives. 
www.lindastratmann.com

Andrew Taylor is a crime and historical 
novelist, winner of the CWA Cartier Diamond 
Dagger, the Historical Dagger (three times) 
and other awards. His books include the 
international bestseller, The American Boy; the 
Roth Trilogy (filmed for TV as Fallen Angel); 
and the Lydmouth Series. His latest book is the 
award-winning The Scent of Death. He is the 

Spectator’s crime fiction reviewer. www.andrew-taylor.co.uk

Lesley Thomson grew up in Hammersmith, 
London. Her novel A Kind of Vanishing 
won The People’s Book Prize in 2010. The 
Detective’s Daughter, published in 2013, sold 
over 350,000 copies and is Sainsbury’s eBook 
2013. Ghost Girl, the second in The Detective’s 
Daughter series, came out in April 2014. Lesley 
runs the Creative Writing MA at West Dean 

College. She lives in Lewes with her partner and is currently 
writing about Stella Darnell’s third case. 
www.lesleythomson.co.uk 

David Thorne started working as a writer 
in advertising, helping to sell everything from 
tea bags to airlines. He then began writing 
comedy shows for TV and radio, including 
The Armstrong and Miller Show and Alan 
Carr’s Chatty Man. But he always wanted to 
write a novel and, on moving to Essex in 2010, 
was immediately inspired to write East Of 

Innocence. He is currently working on the sequel.

CRIMEFEST

33

Charles Todd (Caroline) is the New York 
Times best-selling author of The Inspector Ian 
Rutledge Series (Hunting Shadows, Morrow, 
2014) the Bess Crawford Series (A Question of 
Honor, Morrow, 2013; An Unwilling Accom-
plice, Morrow, Summer 1914), and numerous 
short stories, all set during and after WW1, She 
lives in Delaware. www.charlestodd.com
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Jeremy Trevathan has been the publisher 
of the adult division of Pan Macmillan since 
2010. He has published both fiction and 
non-fiction including authors as diverse and 
interesting as Max Hasting, Shirley Conran, 
Sharon Penman, Roy Jenkins, Margaret George, 

Wilbur Smith, James Herbert, Jeffrey Archer and Ken Follett. 
He previously worked at Oxford University Press, Penguin 
Books, Time-Life Books and Reader’s Digest.

L.C. Tyler’s comic crime series featuring 
author-and-agent duo Ethelred Tressider and 
Elsie Thirkettle has been twice nominated 
for Edgar Allan Poe awards in the US and 
won the Goldsboro Last Laugh Award with 
Herring in the Library. His new historical crime 
series (beginning later this year with A Cruel 
Necessity) features seventeenth-century lawyer, 

John Grey. He has lived all over the world but is now based in 
London. www.lctyler.com

Luca Veste is a writer of Italian and Scouse 
heritage, married with two young daughters, 
and one of nine children. He is currently 
studying psychology and criminology at 
university in Liverpool. He is the author of 
part police procedural, part psychological 
thriller novel Dead Gone, which introduces 
the detective pairing of Murphy and Rossi. A 

former civil servant, actor, singer and guitarist, he now divides 
his time between home life, uni work and writing. 
www.lucaveste.com

British writer Tom Vowler’s collection, The 
Method, won the Scott Prize in 2010 and the 
Edge Hill Readers’ Prize in 2011. His debut 
novel, What Lies Within, was a psychological 
thriller set on Dartmoor. Tom is a lecturer at 
Plymouth University, where he’s studying 
for a PhD. Represented by A.M. Heath, he’s 
co-editor of the literary journal Short FICTION 
and occasional all-rounder for the Authors 

Cricket XI. His second novel, That Dark Remembered Day, is 
out in June 2014. www.tomvowler.co.uk

Martyn Waites is the author of nine crime 
novels including the critically acclaimed Joe 
Donovan series. As Tania Carver he is the 
author of six international bestsellers, the 
most recent being The Doll’s House and the 
forthcoming Truth or Dare. His most recent 
novel under his own name is the sequel to 

Susan Hill’s The Woman in Black, Angel of Death. He has been 
nominated for every major crime fiction award. 
www.martynwaites.com

Martin Walker, a veteran Guardian 
foreign correspondent, writes the Bruno novels, 
mysteries based around a French country 
policeman in the delightful Périgord region 
who cooks, hunts, raises ducks and chickens 
and is attracted to strong and independent 
women. His latest novel, The Resistance Man, 
was voted CrimeWatch’s book of the year. Now 

in fifteen languages, the Bruno series is being filmed this year 
as a joint Franco-German TV venture. 
www.brunochiefofpolice.com

Jill Paton Walsh, born in 1937, is also the 
author of many non-crime novels for adults: 
the fourth of these, Knowledge of Angels, was 
shortlisted for the Booker Prize. Before writing 
for adults she made a career as a writer of 
children`s books and has won many literary 
prizes. www.greenbay.co.uk/jpw.html 

Alex Walters is the author of a series 
about Marie Donovan, an undercover officer 
working for the National Crime Agency, set in 
and around Greater Manchester. As Michael 
Walters, he has also written three books set 
in modern-day Mongolia, featuring Nergui, a 
senior officer for working for the Ministry 

of Security. When not writing, Alex works as a consultant 
primarily in the criminal justice sector. 
http://mikewalters.wordpress.com

Tim Weaver is the author of the critically 
acclaimed David Raker missing persons series, 
all of which have been bestsellers. His latest 
novel, Never Coming Back, was a Richard and 
Judy Book Club selection for Autumn 2013 
and a National Book Award nominee. He lives 
in Bath. Find out more about Tim, including 
details on this August’s brand new Raker book, 
at www.timweaverbooks.com, or say hello on 

Twitter, @TimWeaverBooks.

Lee Weeks was born in Devon. She left 
school at seventeen and, armed with a notebook 
and very little cash, spent seven years working 
her way around Europe and South East Asia. 
She returned to settle in London, marry and 
raise two children. She has worked as an 
English teacher and a personal fitness trainer. 

Her books have been Sunday Times bestsellers. She now lives 
in Devon. www.leeweeks.co.uk
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Order Now (quoting reference CF5/14)  

0333 123 2312 
24 hour UK orderline - Calls cost 5p per min www.acorndvd.com 

The Best of Crime on DVD



Order Now (quoting reference CF5/14)  

0333 123 2312 
24 hour UK orderline - Calls cost 5p per min www.acorndvd.com 

The Best of Crime on DVD

The comments and views expressed by interviewers, 
interviewees and panellists during CrimeFest are their own 

and do not necessarily reflect those of the organisers.

Carol Westron writes contemporary 
police procedurals set in the south of England, 
which explore the roots of evil that lead to 
violence. In 2013, The Terminal Velocity of 
Cats, featuring archaeologist turned CSI Mia 
Trent, was the first book published by the Indie 
co-operative Pentangle Press. Her second 
book, About the Children, was published in 

2014. Carol moderates the Deadly Dames crime panel, reviews, 
edits, teaches and contributes monthly Golden Age articles to 
Mystery People. www.carolwestron.com

Kevin Wignall is the author of five novels 
and a number of acclaimed short stories. He’s 
been shortlisted for the Edgar and Barry 
Awards in the USA and for the CWA Short 
Story Dagger in the UK. As K.J. Wignall, he 
now also writes for young adults, and Death, 
the final book of The Mercian Trilogy, was 
published in 2013. www.kevinwignall.com

Despite two national newspaper reports to 
the contrary, Kerry Wilkinson is male. 
Honestly. He is the first formerly self-published 
British author to have an ebook no.1 and reach 
the top twenty of the UK paperback chart, and 
has had eight consecutive top-20 Kindle crime 
books. He’s part-way through a fourteen-book 
deal with Pan Macmillan that includes his 

Jessica Daniel crime series and the Silver Blackthorn young 
adult fantasy trilogy. He does not like peas. 
http://kerrywilkinson.com

After studying philosophy at university, 
Charlotte Williams went on to work as 
an arts journalist, writing for newspapers and 
magazines, and making documentaries for the 
BBC. She now works in radio drama, writing 
original plays and adaptations. The House on 
the Cliff, featuring psychotherapist Jessica 

Mayhew, is her first crime novel. The second in the series, 
entitled Black Valley, will be published in August this year.

Edward Wilson has lived in six different 
countries. He is the author of five highly 
acclaimed novels, including A River in May, 
The Envoy, The Darkling Spy and The Midnight 
Swimmer. The fourth title in the Catesby spy 
series, The Whitehall Mandarin, is launched at 
CrimeFest. Edward writes for the Independent, 
the Guardian and Tribune, as a reviewer and 

commentator on global politics, and he lives in Suffolk. 
www.edwardwilson.info

Laura Wilson’s acclaimed psychological 
crime novels have gained her many fans. Two 
of her novels have been shortlisted for the 
CWA Gold Dagger, and the first novel in her 
historical series, Stratton’s War, won the Ellis 
Peters Award. She lives in London and is the 

Guardian’s crime fiction reviewer. www.laura-wilson.co.uk

Robert Wilson won the CWA Gold 
Dagger in 1999 for A Small Death in Lisbon. 
His twelve novels include the four Javier 
Falcón books set in Seville, two of which 
were filmed by Sky Atlantic in 2012. Capital 
Punishment, the first in the new London series 
featuring kidnap consultant Charles Boxer, 
was shortlisted for the Steel Dagger 2013. The 

second London novel, You Will Never Find Me, was published 
in February 2014 by Orion. www.robert-wilson.eu

Jake Woodhouse has worked as a musician, 
winemaker and entrepreneur. He now lives 
in London with his wife and their young 
gundog. After the Silence is the first book in his 
Amsterdam Quartet. www.jakewoodhouse.com

Anne Zouroudi is the creator of Hermes 
Diaktoros, an unconventional investigator 
whose origins are as puzzling as the mysteries 
he solves. Her series of Greek Detective novels 

– set in almost-contemporary Greece – are based 
on the Seven Deadly Sins. The Messenger of 
Athens was shortlisted for ITV3’s Crime Thriller 

Awards and the Desmond Elliott Prize, and her books have won 
both the East Midlands Book Award (2012) and the Coventry 
Inspiration Book Award (2014). www.annezouroudi.com

Tom Williams was born in Newcastle 
in 1981 and read English at UCL. Raymond 
Chandler: A Mysterious Something in the Light 
- A Life is his first book. Twitter: @twilliams81. 
Website: www.tomwilliamsonline.com
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12.00–6.00: MERCHANT FOYER – REGISTRATION

Thursday, 15 May 2014

MERCHANT 1 LANCASTER

1.30–2.20

DEBuT AuTHORS: AN INFuSION OF FRESH BLOOD
 • A.K. Benedict                        • Sarah Hilary
 • Ray Celestin                          • David Thorne
 • V.M. Giambanco                                     
Moderator: Jake Kerridge 

2.40–3.30

DOWN THE RESEARCH RABBIT HOLE: WHEN 
FACT MEETS FICTION
 • Hilary Bonner                        • Jørn Lier Horst
 • Patrick Easter                         • Maureen Jennings
Participating Moderator: Michael Stanley (Stanley Trollip)
Sponsored by the Norwegian Embassy

LOCKED ROOMS & CLOSED LOCATIONS: WRITING 
YOuRSELF INTO A CORNER?
 • Nev Fountain                   • Thomas Mogford
 • Antonia Hodgson             • L.C. Tyler
Participating Moderator: Charles (Caroline) Todd

3.50–4.40

DENNIS WHEATLEY & OTHER FORGOTTEN 
AuTHORS
 • Stephen Booth (Mavis Doriel Hay & John Buxton Hilton)
 • Jessica Mann (Katherine Farrer & Dilwyn Rees)
 • Christine Poulson (Harry Kemelman & Emma Lathen)              
 • Martin Walker (Bruce Graeme & Geoffrey Household)
Participating moderator: Martin Edwards (Dennis Wheatley & 
R.C. Woodthorpe)
Sponsored by Bloomsbury Reader

TICK-TOCK, TICK-TOCK: RAMPING uP THE 
TENSION
 • Matthew Frank                 • Colette McBeth                 
 • Alison Joseph                   • Sophie McKenzie
Participating Moderator: Andrew Taylor

5.00–5.50

ICELAND NOIR
 • Quentin Bates                        • Michael Ridpath 
 • Ragnar Jonasson                    • Yrsa Sigurðardóttir 
Moderator: Barry Forshaw 
Win an all-inclusive trip to Iceland Noir in Reykjavík

Panel and Events Schedule

7.30–9.00 **IN KINGS ROOM**
CRIMEFEST Pub Quiz, with crime writer and critic Peter Guttridge as your quiz inquisitor. Prizes to be won!

St Hilda’s 21st Mystery and Crime Weekend
Crimes of the Past: 

War and Other Evils

15-17 August 2014

Guest of Honour: 
Peter Robinson

Dinner Speaker:
Keith Miles

Speakers include:
Alan Bradley

Frances Brody
Ruth Dudley Edwards

Martin Edwards
Jake Kerridge
Val McDermid

Anne Perry
Imogen Robertson

Andrew Taylor

For more information:  Eileen Roberts, St Hilda’s College Oxford, OX4 1DY
Email: eileen.roberts@st-hildas.ox.ac.uk        Phone: 01865 373753
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Friday, 16 May 2014
Panel and Events Schedule

10.10–10.30
Alex Walters
You’re Unbelievable!:
Research vs Reality 

10.40–11.00
Leigh Russell
Long Running Series

11.20–11.40
Miranda Vaughan Jones 
& Matthew Coniam
Reviving Wheatley in a 
Different Social Era

11.50–12.10
V.M. Giambanco
From Film Editing to 
Writing Crime Fiction

12.30–12.50
Linda Stratmann
A Victorian Midsomer –
Creating a Community

1.00–1.20
Lee Weeks
Plan Your Bestseller

1.40–2.00
Sally Spedding
Settings to Die For: Even the
Loveliest Places Can Be Deadly

2.10–2.30
Peter Murphy
The Pros and Cons of Creating
Sympathetic Villains

2.50–3.10
Ruth Downie
How Not to Murder Your Mother
in Ancient Rome

3.20–3.40
Rachel Howzell Hall
Not One of the Boys: Writing the
Female Detective

4.00–4.20
Dominique Manotti & Ros 
Schwartz
Dominique Manotti in Conversation 
with Her Translator

4.30–4.50
Richard Creasey
John Creasey: Over 600 Books 
Following 743 Rejection Slips

IN THE SPOTLIGHT – MERCHANT 3
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8.30–6.10: MERCHANT FOYER – REGISTRATION

MERCHANT 1 LANCASTER

9.00–9.50

DEBuT AuTHORS: AN INFuSION OF FRESH BLOOD
 • M.J. Arlidge                       • Kate Griffin
 • Mason Cross                      • Colette McBeth
 • Jake Woodhouse
Moderator: Jake Kerridge  

IT’S NOT REAL LIFE, YOu KNOW: ARE OuR 
CHARACTERS uS?
 • Alison Bruce                   • Leigh Russell
 • Paul Cornell                    • Lee Weeks
Participating moderator: L.C. Tyler 

10.10–11.00

HISTORICAL CRIME FICTION: IT’S NOT ALL 
DOWNTON ABBEY - THE BRITISH PERSPECTIVE
 • Dolores Gordon-Smith       • Imogen Robertson
 • Andrew Martin                   • Linda Stratmann
Participating Moderator: Patrick Easter  

MuRDER KNOWS NO BOuNDARIES 
 • Steven Dunne                  • Thomas Mogford
 • Mari Hannah                   • Jeffrey Siger
Participating Moderator: Anne Zouroudi 

11.20–12.10

DEATH IN HIGH HEELS: WOMEN AS VICTIMS
 • M.R. Hall                           • Jessica Mann
 • Jessie Keane                       • Martyn Waites
Participating Moderator: Ruth Dudley Edwards 

BIOGRAPHERS: COSYING uP TO HOMICIDAL 
NOVELISTS
 • Nigel Cawthorne (John Creasey)                   
 • John Curran (Agatha Christie) 
 • Julia Jones (Margery Allingham)                   
 • Tom Williams (Raymond Chandler)
Moderator: Jake Kerridge  

12.30–1.20

THE MODERN THRILLER 
 • Belinda Bauer                        • Helen Fitzgerald
 • Chris Ewan                            • Simon Kernick
Participating Moderator: Doug Johnstone 

THE CONTEMPORARY COSY: IS THERE STILL LIFE 
IN THE GOLDEN AGE?
 • Christopher Fowler            • Martin Walker
 • Helen Smith                       • Jill Paton Walsh
Participating Moderator: Christine Poulson 

1.40–2.30

NARRATIVE, RESOLuTION & CRIME FICTION
 • John Harvey                          • Valerie Laws
 • Paul Johnston                         • Stav Sherez
Participating moderator: Alison Joseph 

THINGS THAT GO BuMP IN THE NIGHT: MAGIC, 
PARANORMAL & ALL THINGS SuPERNATuRAL 
 • Ben Aaronovitch             • James Oswald
 • A.K. Benedict                  • Anne Zouroudi
Participating Moderator: Kevin Wignall

2.50–3.40

GENDER BENDING: WRITING AS THE OPPOSITE SEx 
 • Tania Carver                       • Chris Simms
 • Adam Chase                       • Tom Vowler
Participating moderator: Laura Wilson 

TO BE CONTINuED, OR LITERARY 
VENTRILOQuISM? 
 • Sophie Hannah (Poirot)   • Robert Ryan (Watson)
 • Mike Ripley (Campion)  • Jill Paton Walsh (Wimsey)
Participating Moderator: Jake Kerridge 

4.00–4.50

AN IRISHWOMAN, A WELSHMAN, AN 
ENGLISHWOMAN, A SCOTSMAN, & AN ENGLISH 
MODERATOR WALK INTO A BOOK . . .
 • Ruth Dudley Edwards        • Sheila Quigley     
 • Jasper Fforde                      • Craig Robertson                
Participating Moderator: Simon Brett 

EVENING ALL: 21ST CENTuRY POLICE 
PROCEDuRALS 
 • Stephen Booth                 • John Harvey
 • Clare Donoghue              • Fergus McNeill
Participating Moderator: Quentin Bates  

5.10–6.00

WHAT’S SO GOOD ABOuT CRIME? 
 • Felix Francis                       • Chris Longmuir
 • Elizabeth Haynes                • Lesley Thomson
Participating Moderator: Pauline Rowson   

POLITICAL THRILLERS: OxYMORON OR 
PERFECT BEDFELLOWS? 
 • M.J. McGrath                  • Peter Murphy
 • Paul Mendelson               • Graham Masterton
Participating Moderator: Alex Walters

6.30–7.30
**IN KINGS ROOM**
2014 CWA Diamond Dagger Recipient SIMON BRETT in performance followed by CWA Dagger Shortlist 
Announcement Reception – All Full Pass holders welcome.

Friday, 16 May 2014
Panel and Events Schedule
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‘Brilliant!’ Telegraph

‘Wilson is a master at 
working the history of  
the period’  
Publishers Weekly

‘The thinking person’s  
John le Carré’ Tribune

Signed copies available

‘Manotti has Ellroy’s gift for complex 
plotting, but she has a grip on the 
economics, politics and social history, 
which marks her as special  … with le 
flair in abundance’ TLS

proud sponsors of the pre-gala dinner reception

are pleased to launch edward wilson’s stunning new 
espionage thriller the whitehall Mandarin

arcadia also welcoMes bestselling, 
award-winning French criMe writer 

doMinique Manotti

the 
whitehall 
Mandarin

‘A glorious, seething broth of historical fact 

and old-fashioned spy story’ The Times 

 ‘Brilliant!’ Telegraph
edward wilson

Escape (translated from the French by Ros Schwartz 
and Amanda Hopkinson) out July 2014

Bound extracts available at CrimeFest
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8.30–5.00: MERCHANT FOYER – REGISTRATION

MERCHANT 1 LANCASTER KINGS FOYER

9.00–9.50

DEBuT AuTHORS: AN INFuSION 
OF FRESH BLOOD
 • Clare Donoghue        • Rob Gittins
 • Matthew Frank          • Claire Kendal
                                      • Paul Mendelson
Moderator: Laura Wilson  

MISSING: WHY WE LIKE TO 
READ ABOuT CHARACTERS 
WHO DISAPPEAR 
 • Rachel Howzell Hall         
 • Susan Moody
 • Rebecca Muddiman          
 • Tim Weaver
Participating Moderator: Hilary Bonner 

NAME YOuR PRICE: THE HIRED 
GuN
 • Mason Cross        
 • Hanna Jameson 
 • John Gordon Sinclair
 • Mark Allen Smith
Participating Moderator: Meg Gardiner

10.10–11.00

HISTORICAL CRIME FICTION: 
DEATH IN FOREIGN CLIMES 
 • Ray Celestin                • Jane Finnis
 • Kerry Greenwood      • Edward Wilson
Participating Moderator: William Ryan 

ENTERTAINMENT OR ISSuES: 
DOES A CRIME NOVEL HAVE TO 
HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
 • Simon Kernick             • Andrew Taylor            
 • Michael Malone         • Robert Wilson
Participating Moderator: Sophie Hannah 

AuDIBLE’S SOuNDS OF CRIME: 
AuDIOBOOKS 
• Adam Bromley (Producer)    
• Kris Dyer (Reader) 
• David Hewson (Author)       
• Peter James (Author)   
Moderator: Stacy Patton

11.20–12.10

BEN AARONOVITCH & JASPER 
FFORDE: GIVING CRIME 
ANOTHER DIMENSION 
Interviewed by Peter Guttridge 

THE uNPROFESSIONALS: WHEN 
YOuR CHARACTER ISN’T 
QuALIFIED TO SOLVE CRIMES
 • Frances Brody            • Kate Griffin     
 • Nev Fountain              • David Thorne
Participating Moderator: Janet Laurence 

ARCHAEOLOGISTS & 
ACADEMICS: DIGGING uP THE 
DEAD WITH A SPADE OR A PEN
 • Martin Edwards    • Tom Harper
 • Elly Griffiths         • Luca Veste
Participating Moderator: Kate Ellis  

12.30–1.20

KERRY GREENWOOD & 
MAuREEN JENNINGS: MEET 
THE AuTHORS BEHIND MISS 
FISHER’S MuRDER MYSTERIES & 
MuRDOCH MYSTERIES 
Interviewer: Peter Guttridge
Sponsored by Alibi

ASSHOLE HEROES/ 
SYMPATHETIC VILLAINS: 
WRITING BELIEVABLE 
CHARACTERS
 • Rob Gittins                 • Louise Millar 
 • D.E. Meredith             • Laura Wilson
Participating Moderator: John Gordon 
Sinclair

JOBS FOR THE BOYS? WOMEN IN 
A MAN’S WORLD 
 • M.J. Arlidge          • M.R. Hall 
 • Meg Gardiner       • Jonathan Holt
Participating Moderator: Sarah Hilary

1.40–2.30

NICCI FRENCH & LARS KEPLER: 
WHEN TWO PENS ARE BETTER 
THAN ONE
 Interviewed by Maxim Jakubowski

SECRETS & SPIES: FOLLOWING, 
FINDING & FERRETING OuT THE 
TRuTH
 • Mick Herron          • Michael Ridpath 
 • Suzette Hill            • Edward Wilson
Participating Moderator: Tom Harper

WHAT HAVE OLD THRILLERS 
EVER DONE FOR uS? THE 
GOLDEN AGE OF BRITISH 
THRILLERS
 • Barry Forshaw 
 • Peter Guttridge 
 • Mike Ripley 
An illustrated overview

2.50–3.40
**IN KINGS ROOM**
FEATuRED GuEST OF HONOuR: MARK BILLINGHAM
Interviewed by Martyn Waites

4.00–4.50

EuRO NOIR
 • Jørn Lier Horst    
 • Paul Johnston       
 • Lars Kepler
 • Dominique Manotti 
Moderator: Barry Forshaw
Sponsored by the Norwegian Embassy 

ALL IN THE MIND: 
PSYCHOLOGISTS, 
PSYCHOTHERAPISTS & 
PSYCHIATRISTS 
 • Emma Kavanagh          
 • Claire McGowan     
 • Kate Rhodes 
 • Charlotte Williams
Participating Moderator: Nicci (Gerard) 
French

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS OF 
ROY GRACE: FROM AuTHOR, TO 
AGENT, TO EDITOR & PR 
 • Peter James          
 • Carole Blake (Agent)   
 • Tony Mulliken (PR)
 • Jeremy Trevathan (Publisher – Adult 
Division)
Moderator: Peter Guttridge

6.30–7.30 **IN KINGS FOYER**
Arcadia Books Reception – All Full Pass holders welcome.

7.30 **IN KINGS ROOM**
Gala Awards Dinner – ticket holders only.

Saturday, 17 May 2014
Panel and Events Schedule
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9.30–1.30: MERCHANT FOYER – REGISTRATION

Sunday, 18 May 2014

MERCHANT 1 LANCASTER

9.30–10.20

DEBuT AuTHORS: AN INFuSION OF FRESH BLOOD            
 • Neil Broadfoot                       • Emma Kavanagh
 • James Carol                           • Rebecca Muddiman
 • Charlotte Williams
Moderator: Laura Wilson 

EMERGING INDIE VOICES
 • Tim Cooke                         • Mel Sherratt
 • Eva Hudson                       • Carol Westron
 Participating Moderator: Joanna Penn 

10.40–11.30

PolicE! милиция! MaPodisi! PolitiE! 
POLITIET! POLIZIA!
 • Chris Carter (USA)                  
 • William Ryan (Russia)               
 • Michael Stanley (Stanley Trollip) (Botswana)
 • Jake Woodhouse (Holland)
Participating Moderator: 
David Hewson (Denmark, Holland, Italy)

KEEPING uS IN SuSPENSE: THRILLS & CHILLS 
 • Isabelle Grey                     • Claire Kendal 
 • Penny Hancock                 • Robert Wilson
Participating Moderator: Stav Sherez 

11.50–12.40
FEATuRED GuEST AuTHOR: YRSA 
SIGuRÐARDÓTTIR 
Interviewed by Kevin Wignall

INVESTIGATORS: PRIVATE & NOT SO PRIVATE
 • Declan Burke                    • Mick Herron 
 • James Carol                       • Kerry Wilkinson
Participating Moderator: Ruth Downie

1.00–1.50

CRIMINAL MASTERMIND
 • Mason Cross (Lee Child)  
 • Kate Ellis (Josephine Tey)
 • Paul Johnston (Dashiell Hammett)
 • Susan Moody (Raymond Chandler)
Quiz Master: Maxim Jakubowski  
Win an all-inclusive CRIMEFEST 2015 package!

Panel and Events Schedule
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CRIMINAL CALENDAR
DARK & STORMY

The Brighton Crime Festival
23–25 May, 2014

Brighton
www.darkandstormybrighton.org

CRIME STORY
Weekend Festival for Crime Writers & Readers

31 May–1 June, 2014
Newcastle

www.crimestory.co.uk

HARROGATE CRIME WRITING FESTIVAL
17–20 July, 2014

Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate
www.harrogate-festival.org.uk/crime

ST HILDA’S CRIME & MYSTERY WEEKEND
15– 17 August, 2014

St. Hilda’s College, Oxford
Email: eileen.roberts@st-hildas.ox.ac.uk

Tel: 01865 373753

AGATHA CHRISTIE FESTIVAL
14–21 September, 2014
Torre Abbey, Torquay

www.englishriviera.co.uk/agathachristie

BLOODY SCOTLAND
19–21 September, 2014

Stirling
www.bloodyscotland.com 

BOuCHERCON
World Mystery Convention

13–16 November, 2014
Long Beach, California, uSA
www.bouchercon2014.com

LEFT COAST CRIME
12–15 March, 2015

Portland, Oregon, uSA
www.leftcoastcrime.org/2015

MALICE DOMESTIC 24
1–3 May, 2015

Bethesda, Maryland, uSA
www.malicedomestic.org

 
CRIMEFEST

14–17 May, 2015
Bristol

www.crimefest.com 



TO DOWNLOAD YOUR FIRST AUDIOBOOK

FREE VISIT AUDIBLE.CO.UK/CRIMEFEST

Please join us Saturday morning at 10:10am for our ‘Sounds of Crime’
panel, featuring authors Peter James and David Hewson.’
* Terms and conditions 

free*   

audiobook

Choose from a huge
selection of crime books

Download & listen today
with a 30-day free trial

download
for Crimefest Delegates



TO DOWNLOAD YOUR FIRST AUDIOBOOK

FREE VISIT AUDIBLE.CO.UK/CRIMEFEST

Please join us Saturday morning at 10:10am for our ‘Sounds of Crime’
panel, featuring authors Peter James and David Hewson.’
* Terms and conditions 

free*   

audiobook

Choose from a huge
selection of crime books

Download & listen today
with a 30-day free trial

download
for Crimefest Delegates

THE 2014 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS
Winners will be announced at the CRIMEFEST Gala Dinner on Saturday, 17 May.

Awards

Audible SOUNDS OF CRIME AWARD     

eDUNNIT AWARD
The eDunnit Award is for the best crime fiction ebook first published in both hardcopy and in electronic 
format in the British Isles in 2013. The winning author receives £500 and a Bristol Blue Glass 
commemorative award.

Nominees for the eDunnit Award:
- A.K. Benedict for The Beauty of Murder (Orion)
- Thomas H. Cook for Sandrine (Head of Zeus)
- Sara Gran for Claire DeWitt and the Bohemian Highway (Faber and Faber)
- Elizabeth Haynes for Under a Silent Moon (Sphere)
- Val McDermid for Cross and Burn (Sphere)
- Derek B. Miller for Norwegian by Night (Faber and Faber)
- Denise Mina for The Red Road (Orion)
- Thomas Mogford for Sign of the Cross (Bloomsbury)
- George Pelecanos for The Double (Orion)
- Anne Zouroudi for The Feast of Artemis (Bloomsbury)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers for the longlist, and a team of British crime fiction reviewers 
voted to establish the shortlist and the winning title.

Continued...

The Audible Sounds of Crime Award is for the best unabridged crime audiobook first published in the UK 
in 2013 in both printed and audio formats, and available for download from audible.co.uk, Britain’s largest 
provider of downloadable audiobooks. Courtesy of sponsor Audible UK, the winning author and audiobook 
reader share the £1,000 prize equally and each receives a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award.

Nominees for Best unabridged Crime Audiobook:
- Ben Aaronovitch for Broken Homes, read by Kobna Holdbrook-Smith (Orion Audio)
- John le Carré for A Delicate Truth, read by John le Carré (Penguin)
- Robert Galbraith for The Cuckoo’s Calling, read by Robert Glenister (Hachette Audio)
- Peter James for Dead Man’s Time, read by Daniel Weyman (Macmillan Audio)
- Peter May for The Chessmen, read by Peter Forbes (Quercus)
- James Oswald for Natural Causes, read by Ian Hanmore (Penguin)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers for the longlist, and Audible UK listeners established the shortlist 
and the winning title.
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Goldsboro Books are proud sponsors of CrimeFest
Goldsboro Books is a central London bookshop and the UK’s 

leading specialist in signed first editions.
Authors regularly sign at Goldsboro and often exclusively.

We have a wide selection of crime novels by debut authors as well 
as the biggest names in crime writing.

Order from our website and receive a 10% discount on your 
purchase* when using CRIMEFEST2014 in the coupon code box.

*ONLY VALID ON STOCK ITEMS AND NOT PREORDERS – VALID UNTIL 30 June 2014

www.goldsborobooks.com

BUY. READ. COLLECT.



THE 2014 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS
Winners will be announced at the CRIMEFEST Gala Dinner on Saturday, 17 May.

Awards

THE GOLDSBORO 
LAST LAUGH AWARD
The Goldsboro Last Laugh Award is for the best humorous crime novel first published in the British Isles in 
2013. The £500 prize is sponsored by Goldsboro Books, the UK’s largest specialist in first edition, signed 
books. The winner also receives a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award.

Last Laugh Award Nominees:
- Colin Bateman for Fire and Brimstone (Headline)
- Alan Bradley for Speaking from Among the Bones (Orion)
- Colin Cotterill for The Axe Factor (Quercus)
- Shamini Flint for A Calamitous Chinese Killing (Little, Brown)
- Carl Hiaasen for Bad Monkey (Little, Brown)
- Suzette A. Hill for A Little Murder (Allison & Busby)
- Derek B. Miller for Norwegian by Night (Faber and Faber)
- Teresa Solana for The Sound of One Hand Killing (Bitter Lemon Press)
 
Eligible titles were submitted by publishers for the longlist, and a team of British crime fiction reviewers 
voted to establish the shortlist and the winning title.
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Mystery People
        for writers and readers of mystery 

A group dedicated to the promotion of crime fiction, which is especially encouraging of new authors. 
But we’re not just a writers’ group. Without readers, what would writers do?

 

Everyone is welcome
Join us! 

As a member you also receive a monthly e-Zine, which includes news, interviews, 
articles, reviews, and competitions. 

Events are held all over the UK

To subscribe contact Lizzie Hayes at lizzie@mysterypeople.co.uk
or visit the web site www.mysterypeople.co.uk and click on ‘Join us’ 

We look forward to welcoming you.





LEFT COAST CRIME 2006
Bruce Alexander History Mystery Award

- Tony Broadbent for The Smoke (Thomas Dunne Books)
Lefty Award (for best humorous crime novel)

- Peter Guttridge for Cast Adrift (Allison & Busby)

CRIMEFEST 2008
Audible Sounds of Crime Awards
Best Abridged Crime Audiobook

- Ian Rankin & James Macpherson (reader) for Exit Music 
(Orion Audio)
Best Unabridged Crime Audiobook

- David Hewson & Saul Reichlin (reader) for The Seventh 
Sacrament (W.F. Howes)
Last Laugh Award

- Ruth Dudley Edwards for Murdering Americans (Poisoned Pen 
Press UK)

CRIMEFEST 2009
Audible Sounds of Crime Awards
Best Abridged Crime Audiobook (tie)

- Stieg Larsson & Martin Wenner (reader) for The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo (Quercus)

- Ian Rankin & James McPherson (reader) for Doors Open 
(Orion)
Best Unabridged Crime Audiobook

- Kate Atkinson & Steven Crossley (reader) for When Will There 
Be Good News? (BBC Audiobooks)
Goldsboro Last Laugh Award

- Christopher Fowler for The Victoria Vanishes (Doubleday)

CRIMEFEST 2010
Audible Sounds of Crime Awards
Best Abridged Crime Audiobook

- Stieg Larsson & Martin Wenner (reader) for The Girl Who 
Played with Fire (Quercus)
Best Unabridged Crime Audiobook

- Stieg Larsson & Saul Reichlin (reader) for The Girl Who 
Played with Fire (Whole Story Audio Books)
Goldsboro Last Laugh Award

- Colin Bateman for The Day of the Jack Russell (Headline)
Sony eDunnit Award

- Josh Bazell for Beat The Reaper (Random House)

CRIMEFEST 2011
Audible Sounds of Crime Awards
Best Abridged Crime Audiobook

- John Le Carré (author & reader) for Our Kind of Traitor 
(AudioGO)
Best Unabridged Crime Audiobook

- Peter James & David Bauckham (reader) for Dead Like You 
(Whole Story Audio Books)
Goldsboro Last Laugh Award

- L.C. Tyler for The Herring in the Library (Macmillan)
eDunnit Award

- Philip Kerr for Field Grey (Quercus)

CRIMEFEST 2012
Audible Sounds of Crime Awards
Best Abridged Crime Audiobook

- Lee Child for The Affair, read by Kerry Shale (Random House 
Audio Books)
Best Unabridged Crime Audiobook

- S.J. Watson for Before I Go To Sleep, read by Susannah Harker 
(Random House Audio with AudioGO)
Goldsboro Last Laugh Award

- Declan Burke for Absolute Zero Cool (Liberties Press)
eDunnit Award

- Denise Mina for The End of the Wasp Season (Orion)

CRIMEFEST 2013
Audible Sounds of Crime Awards
- Ian Rankin for Standing In Another Man’s Grave, read by 
James MacPherson (Orion)
Goldsboro Last Laugh Award

- Ruth Dudley Edwards for Killing The Emperors (Allison & 
Busby)
eDunnit Award

- Christopher Fowler for Bryant and May and the Invisible Code 
(Transworld)
The H.R.F. Keating Award

- Barry Forshaw (editor) for British Crime Writing: an 
Encyclopaedia (Greenwood World Publishing, 2008)
The H.R.F. Keating Award is for the best biography or critical 
book related to crime fiction published between 2008 and 2012. 
The award is named for Harry Keating, who died in 2011, one 
of Britain’s most esteemed crime novelists, a reviewer for The 
Times, and writer of books about crime fiction.

Past Awards
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We hope to see you again soon!

If you have attended the CrimeFest Convention come back and stay with us

any weekend between 6th June 2014 and 27th December 2014 and enjoy a

special discounted bed and breakfast rate.

Explore the historic sites of Bristol, take a stroll along the harbourside or visit

one of the many local attractions Bristol has to offer. 

For more information or to make a reservation please contact us on 0117 925 5100 quoting CKZW

or enter corporate / promotional code 3C9 when visiting us online at BristolMarriottRoyal.co.uk

Rates from just £99.00 bed and breakfast

BRISTOL MARRIOTT ROYAL HOTEL
College Green
Bristol, BS1 5TA
BristolMarriottRoyal.co.uk

Rates are per room, per night, based on availability, not available for groups of 10 or more rooms.




