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audio
books

Murdersmost foul remain the nation’s
preferred listening (and reading). This
week thewinners of the Sounds of Crime
best abridged and unabridged crime
audiobooks of 2009were announced at
CrimeFest. Shortlisted titles included
Michael Connolly’sThe Scarecrow, read
by PeterGiles forOrion, and Peter James’s
DeadTomorrow, read byDavid Bauckham
forWhole Story Audio Books. As to the
winners, for the second year running,
Stieg Larssonwon the abridged and
unabridged awards, this timewithThe
Girl whoPlayedwith Fire (translated by
RegKeeland) read unabridged by Saul
Reichlin (Whole StoryAudio, 18 CDs,
£29.99 £26.99) and abridged (translated
byIsabelMorgan) readbyMartinWenner
(Quercus,6CDs,£16.99 £15.29).
As I’vealready recommendedall these, I

turnedtoNicciFrench’sWhattoDo
When SomeoneDies (unabridged,
Whole StoryAudio Books, 9 CDs,
£24.99 £22.49), a hall-of-mirrors plot
that isalsoamovingstudyofbereavement
andbetrayal.EllieFaulkner is toldby the
police thatherhusbandandawomanwho
nooneknewhadanyrole inhis lifehave
died inhisburnt-outcar.Cueconcerned

andcomforting friendswhoallbelieve that
unbeltedcanoodling in thecourseof a
secret loveaffair led to thecrash.ButEllie
can’t believe itandembarksonwhateven
sherealisesmust seemaderanged
obsession: she takesa temporary job in the
deadwoman’sparty-runningcompany. It’s
a longandwindingroad to the final
revelation,butTanyaRodrigues’s
tremulousbutdetermined first-person
narration isoutstanding.
ChristinaHardyment

Freeaudiobook
download
PluswinaneReader
Tocelebrate theSoundsofCrimeawards
Times+memberscandownloada free
audiobookofZooStationbyDavid
Downing,agrippingspy thrillerset inBerlin

duringthebuild-up to theSecondWorld
War,andenteracompetition towina
completeSoundsofCrimeshortlist onCD.
Tomark theeDunnitaward forbestcrime
fictionebook (winner:Beat theReaperby
JoshBazell),wealsohaveaSonyTouch
eReader (rrp£249) togiveaway.
Visitmytimesplus.co.uk
TheLastLaughaward forbesthumorous
crimenovel (winner:TheDayof theJack
RussellbyColinBateman)wasalso
announcedthisweek.Formoreonthe
winnersandshortlists, see
crimefest.com/awards


