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Welcome
from the Co-HOSTS

Welcome to the ninth CrimeFest! It has been an interesting year: since 2016, in addition to some major changes on the world 
stage, members of the team have managed to juggle an increasing personal workload along with a growing convention. 
Maintaining CrimeFest’s quality and familiarity versus innovation has been a challenge but, to keep panels fresh, we are grateful 
for the yearly influx of new authors and the opportunity for mixing them with dedicated returning ones. (This gratitude is, 
naturally, extended to all our new and veteran attendees!) 

Newcomer among the Featured Guest Authors is Anthony Horowitz. He is revered by young readers (and parents) for 
his Diamond Brothers and Alex Rider books, but delegates are probably more familiar with his work on television. He brought 
Caroline Graham’s Midsomer Murders to the small screen and created the much-loved Foyle’s War. In addition to televised drama, 
Anthony has also captured the attention of adult readers with his official instalments in the Sherlock Holmes and James Bond 
canons. His most recent novel is the wholly original and well received bestseller, Magpie Murders, which lovingly lampoons the 
Golden Age of crime writing. So, lots to discuss during his interview.

Peter Lovesey is a warmly regarded fixture in crime fiction, but a newcomer (of sorts) to CrimeFest. He attended our 
precursor – the one-off Bristol visit of Left Coast Crime in 2006 – but this is his first time at our convention in its current 
incarnation. We are delighted to help celebrate his eightieth year by featuring him as a guest, and highlighting Motives for 
Murder, the anthology of short stories published in his honour.

Next we have Ann Cleeves, the 2017 recipient of one of the genre’s highest honours: the Crime Writers’ Association’s 
Diamond Dagger. She is hardly a CrimeFest debutante, and it is a personal pleasure for us to welcome her back. Ever 
unassuming, but always fun to be with, Ann has been catapulted to international fame by her television dramas Vera and 
Shetland, but nobody should forget that both are based on work by an author who writes novels of the highest quality.

Then there are our Highlighted Guests. Rather than one main translated author we have Iceland’s four, leading female 
crime writers in their first UK panel appearance together: Jónína Leósdóttir, Sólveig Pálsdóttir, and sisters Lilja and Yrsa 
Sigurðardóttir. Yrsa is, of course, a longtime CrimeFest favourite, having been a participating author since the start. Lilja's British 
debut is published later this year. We're sure it will be only a matter of time before Jonina and Solveig are translated into English, 
and that this will be the first of many visits by all of them.

We hope that a panel recognising the importance of cover art will become a regular feature. To start this off, CrimeFest is 
incredibly honoured to welcome Tom Adams with John Curran. For many Agatha Christie readers, the books and iconic covers 
by Tom Adams go together like Tommy & Tuppence. However, his illustrations can be found across the genre: from artwork for 
Raymond Chandler books to work by recent authors such as Sue Grafton. John Curran, the leading authority on Agatha Christie, 
has provided text for Tom Adams Uncovered, a publication celebrating Tom’s work. Together they discuss the art of just how to 
illustrate a book so that you can judge it by its cover.

For the first time, CrimeFest has organised an excursion for a limited number of delegates to visit the University of the 
West of England’s Forensic Crime Scene House, used to train their students and police. Participants will be taken through the 
steps of a number of forensic procedures used to decipher crime scenes.

Another form of innovation – and one that we look forward to highlighting more actively – is crime fiction for children 
and young adults. In future, this may be through panels with the authors who aim to capture the imagination of new generations 
of readers. For this year, it is by recognising their contribution through the creation of two new awards for best crime novel 
for children (aged eight to twelve) and for young adults (aged twelve to sixteen). These join our existing awards: the Audible 
Sounds of Crime Award for Best Crime Audiobook, the eDunnit Award for Best Crime eBook, the Last Laugh Award for Best 
Humorous Crime Novel, and the H.R.F. Keating Award for Best Book related to Crime Fiction. The winners of the CrimeFest 
Awards will be announced during the Gala Dinner, and this year’s Toastmaster is Czar of Non-Fiction Noir, Barry Forshaw. For 
the closing panel this year, Barry will be fighting his corner in making a case for his new book American Noir opposite fellow 
éminence grise Mike Ripley, who celebrates vintage British thrillers in his book Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang. Refereeing Barry, Mike 
and the audience – who will be invited to participate in a competition to win a pair of tickets to CrimeFest 2018 – will be Peter 
Guttridge. So, whilst we hope to have struck the right balance of old and new, the main aim remains unchanged: to provide an 
inclusive celebration of crime fiction for authors and readers. And if you’re new to it all, don’t worry, grab a chair and join in. 
We’ve already forgotten that this is your first time and, by Sunday, so will you.

– Myles Allfrey, Donna Moore, and Adrian Muller
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Ann Cleeves
By Jake Kerridge

If ever the career of a writer demonstrated the rewards of persistence, the triumph of quality 
writing over disposable literary fashions, and the simple fact that dreams can come true (even if 
they take a little while), that writer is Ann Cleeves.
 Ann published her first crime novel, A Bird in the Hand, in 1986. Over the next two 
decades she wrote several more books that were acclaimed by critics and her fellow writers but 
somehow seemed never to capture the large public she deserved. But her publishers were wise 
enough to nurture her over twenty years, and in 2006 she finally scooped the pool when she won 
the Crime Writers’ Association’s Gold Dagger for Raven Black, the first novel in her Shetland 
quartet (a quartet that, thanks to popular demand, has now swelled to eight volumes).
 That was only the start of a glorious late flowering that has seen Ann Cleeves become 
the only living British writer to have two television series based on her books broadcast at the 
same time: Vera, the ITV drama starring Brenda Blethyn as the dishevelled Northumberland cop 
Vera Stanhope, and Shetland, with Douglas Henshall as Detective Inspector Jimmy Perez. And 
now we welcome Ann Cleeves to CrimeFest in the year in which she receives the Crime Writers’ 
Association’s annual Diamond Dagger, the lifetime achievement award widely regarded as crime 
fiction’s greatest honour.
 Born in 1954, Ann studied English at the University of Sussex but dropped out after two years – she says now that she 
arrogantly assumed that if all she was doing was reading books she could do it just as easily anywhere else – and over the years 
took a series of jobs that has included auxiliary coastguard, probation officer, library outreach worker and child care officer. 
Perhaps her most fruitful choice of temporary career was as an assistant cook at a bird observatory on the Shetland Islands. Not 
only did she meet her future husband Tim, a visiting twitcher, she also came to fall in love with the area that would one day 
provide the setting for some of her finest work.
 Ann’s early books included a series of eight novels featuring enthusiastic birdwatcher George Palmer-Jones and his wife 
Molly, who frequently stumble across murder on their ornithological tours of the British countryside, plus six novels starring the 
Northumberland policeman Stephen Ramsay. She has admitted to not being sorry that some of her early books are now out of 
print, but I feel that Inspector Ramsay in particular has become unfairly neglected. 
 But many readers feel that Ann Cleeves’s imagination really caught fire when she created DI Vera Stanhope, the brittle, 
eccentric and lovable detective who first appeared in The Crow Trap (1999) and this year makes her eighth outing in The Seagull. 
With the relentless passion for justice of a V.I. Warshawski (although physically resembling more of a Nero Wolfe), Vera’s unique 
combination of toughness and kindness has been brilliantly caught on television by Brenda Blethyn (even if she has to bulk up a 
bit to truly be the Vera of the books.)
 Cleeves has been lucky too in having Douglas Henshall to capture the essence of her laid-back Shetland sleuth Jimmy 
Perez. She has said that Shetland, as a closed community, is the perfect setting for traditional puzzle fiction in the Agatha 
Christie manner, but what makes the books outstanding is her ability to bring Shetland – the people as much as the wildlife and 
landscape – to life.
 Incidentally, anyone who thinks that because Ann writes ‘traditional’ crime fiction that means her books could be 
described as ‘cosy’ should beware. She may not go in for excessive violence – and she has written brilliantly on why she thinks 
there is too much of it in contemporary crime fiction – but anyone who knows her work well will realise that she is not afraid of 
ruthlessly inflicting the worst imaginable horrors on her most beloved characters. 
 It’s time for us to celebrate Ann and the fact that her talents are at last receiving the accolades they deserve.

– Jake Kerridge is the crime fiction critic of the Daily Telegraph.

Featured Guest Author

7

ITV_CrimeFest_FullPage.indd   1 13/04/2017   16:28



Order Your DVD Now For Free P&P  

0333 123 2312 (quoting reference CF5/17)  
24 hour UK orderline - Calls cost 5p per min.

Watch a Good
Bestsellers Brought to Life

www.acorndvd.com 



Anthony Horowitz
By Barry Forshaw

When I interviewed Anthony Horowitz a decade or so ago, the lean, tanned figure in linen jacket 
and jeans sipping Diet Coke in his North London garden was hard to reconcile with the gawky, 
overweight child he describes himself as having been. Similarly, Horowitz’s easy good humour 
and personable manner suggest that the unhappiness of his childhood (where conspicuous 
wealth failed to keep misery at bay for the young Horowitz) was a demon that has been well and 
truly exorcised. But then the writer has a multitude of reasons to be happy. His young adult Alex 
Rider novels (with their youthful spy protagonist) have sold in the millions in the UK alone. The 
industrious author has maintained a highly successful separate career as a television scriptwriter 
for such series as the BAFTA-winning Foyle’s War and Poirot, and his most recent novel, the 
multi-layered Magpie Murders, has gleaned both critical acclaim and impressive sales figures.

Horowitz’s first adult novel was The Killing Joke, a scabrously funny black comedy in 
which bottom-feeding jobbing actor Guy Fletcher hears a sick joke about his actress mother (and 
is viciously head-butted for his objections); Guy then sets out on a phantasmagoric quest to find 
out where such jokes originate – and makes some bizarre discoveries.

‘I wanted to write a kind of comic thriller,’ said Horowitz, ‘and I toyed with various professions for my hero, but finally 
decided on having him work in the lower echelons of television. I know that world well from working on shows like Foyle’s War 
and Midsomer Murders, so all the details came easily.’ 

A new level of fame and achievement arrived with his move into Conan Doyle territory. When it was announced (with 
much fanfare) that Horowitz would be dusting off a hansom cab for Conan Doyle’s Great Detective, readers wondered if The 
House of Silk would be an audacious reimagining – or a safe pair of hands taking care not to rock an established franchise. In 
fact, Horowitz forged a loving, highly accomplished pastiche, rather than a thoroughgoing reinvention of Holmesian motifs, and 
the facsimile of Conan Doyle’s style was unerring. A century after the death of the detective, a manuscript is found in a vault. It 
is, in fact, an unknown Sherlock Holmes case, recorded by Dr John Watson, but considered by him to be far too shocking for 
publication in his lifetime.

Next up for Horowitz in terms of reinvention of an existing character was Ian Fleming’s durable 007, and it was quickly 
apparent that the writer was doing something both clever and risky, playing several games with readers – not least with his 
mischievous attitude to political correctness in the book. And while Trigger Mortis is very much set in Fleming’s period, the 
book channels current petrolhead enthusiasms by making driving central to the plot. SMERSH is up to its usual dirty tricks, 
including an attempt on the life of a British racing ace by a particularly nasty Russian driver, which Bond is instructed to foil 

– even though his considerable driving skills are not those of a professional. Also on board is a coolly sadistic Korean bad guy 
burning with a desire for revenge and murdering those of his henchmen who don’t come up to expectations. The motor-racing 
plot is one Fleming himself considered but never used, and it’s easy to think that he would approve of its exuberant treatment 
here.

As the above demonstrates, the ever-busy Horowitz is protean indeed. Having these successful tilts at Ian Fleming and 
Conan Doyle pastiches under his belt, with Magpie Murders he has now attempted something different: his take on a typical 
Christie-style whodunit, and, in its ingenuity and exuberance, it is perhaps his most pleasurable channelling of another author 
yet. Buried within the narrative (with its surplus of red herrings) is another tale – one that carries a charge of genuine betrayal, 
ambition and threat. This aspect of the book (which it would be criminal to expand upon) could have lent itself to a tricksy, 
writerly jeu d’esprit, but Horowitz ensures that it functions on a variety of levels. As he does, in fact, with everything he writes.

– Barry Forshaw is a leading reviewer and expert on crime fiction, and the author of books about the genre – the most recent being American Noir.

Featured Guest Author
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Peter Lovesey
By Martin Edwards

How good it is to see CrimeFest celebrating the work of that doyen of British crime writers, 
Peter Lovesey. Peter’s career as a published detective novelist began as long ago as 1970, 
with the prize-winning Wobble to Death, and his latest mystery, Another One Goes Tonight, 
is characteristically twisty and original. His fiction has been adapted for film, television, 
and radio, and along the way he’s picked up enough awards to fill a trophy cabinet, 
including the CWA Diamond Dagger, in recognition of his outstanding achievements in 
the genre. In 1991–2 he served as Chairman of the Crime Writers’ Association.

An ability to write well in a wide range of fields is often the hallmark of the best 
authors, and Peter is exceptionally versatile. It comes as a surprise to many, for instance, to 
learn that his first published book was The Kings of Distance, which grew out of his love 
of athletics. Needless to say, it earned much acclaim, becoming the World Sports Book of 
the Year in 1968. In entering a detective fiction competition launched by Macmillan, Peter 
made use of his knowledge of the history of athletics. Wobble to Death, set in the Victorian 
era, earned him a prize of £1,000, and as he remarks on his very informative website, ‘the 
book was launched with a twenty-four hour Wobble for Shelter around Sloane Square. 
Barbara Windsor started the race and wobbled better than anyone.’

The book introduced Sergeant Cribb, who appeared in eight titles. Waxwork was televised at Christmas 1979, with Alan 
Dobie playing Cribb. Its success led to two series being commissioned. Peter was able to give up his day job as a teacher in 
further education, and again made good use of his love of athletics in a novel set at the Moscow Olympics, and published as 
Peter Lear. Goldengirl was filmed with James Coburn, and Susan Anton in the lead role, and was also adapted as a TV mini-
series.

Peter’s other TV credits include Tales of the Unexpected, that long-running anthology series: his story ‘How Mr Smith 
Traced His Ancestors’ was adapted as A Man with a Fortune in 1982. Twenty years later, his standalone novel On the Edge, set in 
the immediate aftermath of the Second World War, was televised as Dead Gorgeous.

Peter’s interest in history also led him to write a three-book series featuring Bertie, Prince of Wales, as well as the CWA 
Gold Dagger-winning The False Inspector Dew, which offers a clever take on aspects of the Crippen case. True-crime material 
has sourced several of his books and short stories, and he contributed a splendidly original essay to the CWA anthology Truly 
Criminal called ‘The Tale of Three Tubs’, which offers a fresh slant on the Brides in the Bath case.

The short stories Peter has written showcase his ability to write different types of crime fiction, ranging from a wonderful 
gimmick story, ‘Youdunnit’, to ‘Needle Match’, which won the CWA Short Story Dagger in 2007. To honour his eightieth 
birthday last year, I asked colleagues in the Detection Club (of which Peter has been a loyal and enthusiastic member since his 
election in 1974) to write short stories for an anthology celebrating his life and work. The result was Motives for Murder, with 
bonus contributions including a foreword by Len Deighton, a sonnet by Simon Brett, and an afterword by Peter, recounting his 
memories of the Club and its varied cast of characters in characteristically entertaining fashion.

In 1991, Peter began another series, again with much success. This time he chose to write about the contemporary scene, 
introducing Bath cop Peter Diamond in The Last Detective, which won an Anthony award. Bloodhounds won the CWA Silver 
Dagger in 1996, while The House Sitter won the Macavity award from Mystery Readers International in 2003. More than a 
quarter of a century after making his debut, Diamond is still going strong, and so is his creator. Long may they both flourish!

– Martin Edwards is a crime novelist, editor, and Chair of the Crime Writers’ Association

Featured Guest Author
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Highlighted Guest Authors

Tom Adams & John Curran
By Jake Kerridge

Like many CrimeFest attendees, I suspect, my love of crime fiction began 
when I discovered Agatha Christie aged ten or eleven and was soon 
spending every spare moment devouring my mum’s battered Fontana 
paperbacks. A big part of the books’ appeal was down to the eerie, 
colourful, often surreal covers that promised danger and excitement 
within. 

The man who created those covers was Tom Adams, one of 
Britain’s greatest illustrators, and a generous sample of his cover art 
has recently been reproduced in a handsome book called Tom Adams 
Uncovered. Among the highlights of this selection of work from Adams’s 
seventy-year career as an artist are a number of his Christie covers, 
ranging from his first (A Murder Is Announced, 1962) to his most recent 
(a cover for the new centenary edition of The Mysterious Affair at Styles 
in 2016.)

Reading through the book brought back a lot of memories for 
me. Here are the familiar images from the covers of those old paperbacks: the surrealist portrait of a vicar with a tennis racquet 
rather than a head poking out of his dog collar for The Murder at the Vicarage; the woman’s hand holding a cigarette which on 
closer inspection turns out to be a bullet for At Bertram’s Hotel; the decaying corpse of a blackbird for A Pocket Full of Rye. 

One is reminded of how good Adams is at drawing the natural world and animals, especially insects, and can appreciate 
the clever tricks of perspective by which he can make a fly dominate an entire room (with a corpse in it) in the cover for Mrs 
McGinty’s Dead. I felt a delicious burst of fear when I came upon the cover for Appointment with Death featuring a woman with a 
terrifying tarantula head-dress, a picture that scared ten-year-old me so much that I had to keep the book face-down whenever I 
wasn’t reading it. 

Tom Adams perfectly captures in his illustrations the mixture of the mundane and the macabre, the cosy and the blood-
chilling, which gives Agatha Christie’s work her special power. He never met Christie but as he puts it, ‘If it is possible for two 
people to be intimately involved over many years without meeting, we certainly achieved this. She was indeed aware of my work 
and her reaction to some of my covers was passed on to me. I like to think she enjoyed looking at some of them with a frisson of 
horror, or maybe a smile of appreciation.’

Adams has collaborated on the book with John Curran, editor of Agatha Christie’s Secret Notebooks and widely 
acknowledged as the foremost Christie expert of our time. John Curran’s commentaries on Adams’s cover artworks remind us 
that time and time again a detail that looks as though it has been included to add atmosphere can also give the attentive reader 
a clue to the solution of the mystery within. Adams’ paintings are not just gorgeous to look at; at times he displays an ingenuity 
worthy of Dame Agatha herself.

Now in his nineties, Tom Adams is still a working artist and can look back on a career that encompasses everything from 
portraits of the Prince of Wales and Benjamin Britten to the album cover for Iron Maiden’s Greatest Hits. But it is perhaps his 
cover artwork – for authors such as Raymond Chandler and John Fowles as well as Christie – that is the peak of his achievement.

I hope you can join John Curran and myself for a celebration of a man who is to Agatha Christie what Phiz was to 
Dickens or Quentin Blake to Roald Dahl: an illustrator who manages to complement his author perfectly while maintaining his 
own distinct, idiosyncratic genius. 

– Jake Kerridge is the crime fiction critic of the Daily Telegraph.
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Highlighted Guest Authors

The icelandic Ice Queens
By Barry Forshaw

CrimeFest may be the best crime fiction festival in the country, but 
there are others – and as I seem to be regarded as someone prepared to 
wrangle even the most recalcitrant of authors, I am asked to moderate 
at some of these. Despite my loyalty to CrimeFest, I usually say yes, and 
it was at one such festival – the lively Newcastle Noir – that I first met 
all of the Icelandic queens together. One of these four talented ladies I 
knew well, but it was a pleasure to meet the three other (more elusive) 
Icelandic female crime authors. Anyone who frequents CrimeFest 
regularly will, of course, have encountered the inimitable Yrsa 
Sigurðardóttir before. Not only has she been to every single CrimeFest, 
she is a very familiar face on the entire British crime scene. In fact, so 
familiar is she in the UK that it's hard to believe she ever goes back to 
Iceland. She does occasionally (‘I have to be near the sea,’ she told me, but wasn't persuaded when I suggested Brighton). And 
it was, of course, Yrsa who introduced me to her very winning (and very different) colleagues, pointing out that if I had my 
photograph taken with the group, it would be the author of Nordic Noir surrounded by the four women who are inarguably 
and indubitably the four Icelandic Crime Queens. Who could resist that? But who are they? Here’s a list – strictly (of course) 
alphabetical. However, if you need a pronunciation guide to their challenging names, you’ll have to come to the Ice Queens 
Cometh panel . . .

Jónína Leósdóttir 
The first novel in Jónína’s much-acclaimed ‘Edda’ crime series has enjoyed an enthusiastic encomium from Ann Cleeves (a 
woman who knows her Scandicrime): ‘Another original voice from Iceland, Jónína Leósdóttir brings wit, pace and a fantastic 
central character to her story-telling.’ Jónína recently ‘turned to crime’ after writing thirteen books in other genres. Her debut 
crime novel, Shudder, in the Edda sequence was nominated for an Icelandic crime writing award in 2016. The second book, 
published last January, was on the Icelandic booksellers’ Top Ten list for over two months. (The series is not yet available in 
English, but it‘s only a matter of time . . .) 

Sólveig Pálsdóttir 
Sólveig is the author of three bestselling crime novels, and her fourth about Detective Guðgeir and his team will be published 
this year. The first two The Actor and The Righteous have been translated into German, but not yet into English. Sólveig studied 
at the Drama Academy of Iceland and has a BA degree in literary studies from the University of Iceland. She has appeared at 
the Icelandic National Theatre and has also worked in radio and television. Her work has been described as ‘fast-paced, highly 
visual and psychologically complex’. She loves ‘to create tension and plots that focus on people who could be your next-door 
neighbours’. Sólveig puts a great deal of work into character development and channels her experience as an actress into this 
territory. 

Lilja Sigurðardóttir
English-speaking readers will soon get to know the work of Lilja Sigurðardóttir when the first thriller of a new series, Snare, is 
published by Orenda Books. Also an award-winning playwright, Lilja has written crime since 2009 and her stories have been 
described as ‘a fast-paced mix of Nordic Noir and Latino telenovelas’. Snare has been translated into five languages and film 
rights to the story have been bought by Palomar Pictures. Snare is already a considerable success in Iceland, and is set in a 
Reykjavik still covered in the dust of the Eyjafjallajökull volcanic eruption. And with a suspenseful plot and intriguing characters, 
Snare is an original and sensuous Nordic crime thriller, with a heroine whose life reflects the turmoil left by Iceland’s financial 
and social collapse.

Yrsa Sigurðardóttir 
New careers are a speciality for Yrsa: crime writing is (at least) her third, as she’s also a highly successful civil engineer in 
Reykjavik, with prestigious hydro construction projects under her belt. The latter clearly wasn't slaking her creative instincts – 
good news for lovers of quality crime in translation, as Last Rituals showed. She arrived (fully formed, it seems) as something of 
a unique talent in the field, and like all the best Scandinavian writers has a very individual writing identity. The Silence of the Sea 
received the Petrona Award for Best Scandinavian Crime Novel of the Year at CrimeFest in 2015. Her latest book to be published 
in the UK is The Legacy, winner of an Icelandic Crime Fiction Award. 

– Barry Forshaw is a leading reviewer and expert on crime fiction, and the author of books about the genre – the most recent being American Noir.

Jónína, Yrsa, Barry, Sólveig, and Lilja
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Barry Forshaw
By Adrian Muller

Anyone who has attended CrimeFest, reads about or is involved with crime fiction will be familiar 
with Barry Forshaw. They will also know how fortunate we are to have him as this year’s Toastmaster. 
In that capacity he gets an appreciation and, considering his contribution to the genre, he deserves 
one! 

The problem with writing about someone who everybody thinks they know – through 
encounters at book events, launch parties and, of course, CrimeFest – is to find something new 
to say. Barry has been an unofficial CrimeFest team member for years, helping to secure authors, 
conducting interviews, moderating panels, and more. 

My first encounter with Barry was in the nineties when he was the editor of the (then) 
print version of Crime Time and I provided the occasional interview. I have discovered that 
knowing Barry for so long is a bit like peeling an onion (though, fortunately, less smelly and eye-
watering): you find new layers to his past and personality. Of course there is the obvious: besides 
his aforementioned association with Crime Time, Barry is the crime and thriller reviewer for The 
Financial Times, the i (that’s the newspaper, not Private Eye) and the Guardian. But as well as such 
books as Brit Noir and his latest, American Noir, how many of you knew that he was a film buff who wrote British Gothic Cinema and 
Sex and Film? (Are ‘buff’ and ‘sex’ good words to use in the same sentence about Barry?) Ok, perhaps quite a few of you knew this 
already, but what about his being an illustrator of stories for stalwart girl magazines of the eighties such as Jackie or Misty or Tammy? If 
that was one of the anecdotes you have previously heard . . . fine! But what about the fact that Barry, together with Christopher Fowler 
and myself, are founding members of a fan club for lovers of stage musicals? Gotcha, but that is because it hasn’t happened . . . yet. 

One new fact about Barry I did recently discovered is that he sang (as the King) with Alison Steadman in a stage production of 
The King and I. Of course there is a reason that Alison went on to have an acting career and Barry did not. So let’s focus on Barry, what 
he does best and what we love him for: introducing us to the best in new and bestselling crime fiction.

– Adrian Muller is a freelance journalist and events organiser specialising in crime fiction, and the co-founder of CrimeFest.
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Cathy Ace is the author of two mystery 
series. The WISE Enquiries Agency Mysteries 
feature four softly boiled female PIs working 
out of a stately home in her native Wales. 
The Cait Morgan Mysteries, which won the 
2015 Bony Blithe Award (Agatha’s Canadian 
cousin), feature a Welsh-Canadian criminal 

psychologist who travels the world sleuthing her way through 
traditional puzzle mysteries. Cathy now lives in rural British 
Columbia, Canada. Website: www.cathyace.com

Quentin Bates escaped English suburbia 
as a teenager at the end of the seventies. A gap 
year in Iceland turned into a gap decade before 
returning to England with a family, a language 
and a profession acquired in the far north. The 
joys of writing and translating crime novels 
follow almost twenty years as a journalist on 
an obscure nautical trade magazine. Website: 
www.graskeggur.com

A.A. Abbott (also known as Helen) chose 
her pen name in a shameless attempt to slot 
into the first space on your bookshelf. She 
writes fast-paced suspense thrillers set in 
London and Birmingham. Do you love a 
thrilling read, with terrifying twists, crime and 
a nod to the crazy corporate world? Her latest 

thriller, The Vodka Trail, is available as an ebook, paperback 
and dyslexia-friendly paperback. Find out more and get a free 
ebook at www.aaabbott.co.uk.

Stefan Ahnhem grew up in Helsingborg, 
Sweden, and now lives in Stockholm. An 
established screenwriter, his credits include 
adapting Henning Mankell’s Wallander series 
for TV. He also serves on the board of the 
Writers Guild of Sweden. His first novel, 
Victim Without A Face, won Crimetime’s Novel 
of the Year in Sweden in 2014 and became 

a top-ten bestseller in Germany, Sweden and Ireland. His 
second, The Ninth Grave, won the MIMI Crime Award in 
2016. 

Louise Beech has been writing since she 
could hold a pen. It’s where she escapes, finds 
adventure and therapy. But it took eight years, 
four novels, thousands of rejections, and a 
few tears to get a book deal. Orenda Books 
published How to be Brave in 2015. Second 
book, The Mountain in my Shoe, came last 

year. And Louise’s third, Maria in the Moon, will be released in 
September 2017. She is working on book four. Website: www.
louisebeech.co.uk

Bill Beverly's debut novel Dodgers is the 
only novel ever to win both the Gold Dagger 
and the John Creasey First Blood Dagger 
from the Crime Writers' Association. Dodgers 
follows his doctoral research on criminal 
fugitive stories, which became the book On 
The Lam. He teaches at Trinity University in 

Washington, DC.

Parker Bilal is the author of the Makana 
Investigations series which take place in Cairo. 
Born in London, he has lived at various times 
in the UK, Sudan, Egypt, Spain, Denmark and 
currently Amsterdam. The novels chronicle 
the changes in the Middle East in the decade 
leading up to the Arab spring. The Ghost 

Runner (Bloomsbury 2014) was longlisted for the Theakston’s 
Old Peculier award. The sixth title, Dark Water, is out in June 
2017. Website: www.parkerbilal.com

Pete Adams is an architect in Portsmouth 
where he sets his ‘crime thrillers that make 
you laugh’. With a writing style shaped by his 
London family and likened to Tom Sharpe, 
Pete’s Kind Hearts and Martinets series of 
eight books, now complete, are published 
by Urbane; April saw book four, Ghost and 

Ragman Roll published and German author Skadi Winter said 
of A Barrow Boy’s Cadenza: ‘Best contemporary British novel 
for a long time’. www.facebook.com/Peteadamsauthor
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James Carol is the creator of eccentric 
genius Jefferson Winter, a former FBI profiler 
who travels the world hunting serial criminals. 
Broken Dolls was a #1 Amazon bestseller, and 
Watch Me was shortlisted for the Specsavers 
Book Club Award. The Killing Game was his 
first standalone novel. When he’s not writing, 
James spends his time recording music and 

training horses. He lives in Hertfordshire with his wife and 
two children. Website: www.james-carol.com

C.J. Box is the #1 New York Times bestselling 
author of twenty-two novels including the Joe 
Pickett series. He won the Edgar Allan Poe 
Award for Best Novel and many other awards. 
He was recently given the 2016 Western 
Heritage Award for Literature. The novels 

have been translated into twenty-seven languages. He and his 
wife Laurie split their time between their home and ranch in 
Wyoming. Website: www.cjbox.net

Diana Bretherick is no stranger to crime. 
She worked as a criminal barrister for ten 
years, counselled offenders at Brixton prison 
and until recently was a university lecturer 
in criminology and criminal justice. Now 
she writes full time about crime in both fact 
and fiction. Her first crime novel, The City of 
Devils, was published in 2013 by Orion Books. 

Her second, The Devil's Daughters, is out now. Website: www.
dianabretherick.co.uk

Steph Broadribb is an alumni of the MA 
Creative Writing at City University London, 
and trained as a bounty hunter in California. 
Her working life has been spent between the 
UK and USA. As her alter ego – Crime Thriller 
Girl – she blogs about all things crime fiction 
at www.crimethrillergirl.com. Her debut 

novel – the action thriller Deep Down Dead – is published by 
Orenda Books. Find her on Twitter @CrimeThrillGirl

Sheila Bugler is an Irish crime writer living 
in Eastbourne. She is the author of the Ellen 
Kelly crime series, set in south-east London. 
Her first standalone novel, The Long Way 
Home, will be published in autumn 2017. 
She reviews crime fiction for the review site 
Crimesquad and mentors aspiring crime 

writers as part of the WoMentoring programme. Website: 
www.sheilabugler.co.uk

Lucy Cameron was born in London and, 
having lived in South Wales, Liverpool, York 
and Nottingham, currently lives in a shed in 
her dad’s garden in Scotland where she wears 
thermals for warmth and writes by candlelight. 
Lucy studied Fine Art at university which 
allowed her to get a glittering career in… food 
retail. Lucy’s debut novel Night Is Watching has 

been published by Caffeine Nights Publishing. Website: www.
lucycameronwriter.co.uk

Sam Carrington lives in Devon with 
her husband and three children. She spent 
fifteen years nursing, but after completing 
a psychology degree she left to work for the 
prison service as an Offending Behaviour 
Programme Facilitator. Her experiences within 
this field inspired her writing. She left the 
service to spend time with her family and to 

follow her dream of being a novelist. Saving Sophie is her debut 
psychological thriller novel. Website: www.samcarrington.
blogspot.co.uk

R.M. Cartmel writes two crime-fiction 
series, both published by Crime Scene Books. 
One centres round the delightful French 
Inspector Truchaud, as he solves crimes set 
in the vineyards of Burgundy and beyond. 
The third in the series, The Romanée Vintage, 
appears in August 2017. The other, much 
darker series, written under the name Michael 

Cayzer, exposes the criminal communities of contemporary 
Peterborough. The first in the series is 50 Miles from Anywhere. 
Website: www.rmcartmelauthor.com

Sharon (formerly S.J.) Bolton grew 
up in a cotton-mill town in Lancashire and 
had an eclectic early career that she no longer 
talks about. The author of ten books, Sharon 
is a Sunday Times bestseller and has been 
described by that newspaper as being ‘unable 
to write a sentence not suffused with menace.’ 
She lives with her family of four, one of whom 

is a food-stealing, rabbit-chasing lurcher, just outside Oxford. 
Website: www.sharonbolton.com

Alison Bruce is the author of seven crime 
novels and two non-fiction crime titles. 
Her first novel, Cambridge Blue (2008), 
was described by Publishers' Weekly as an 
‘assured debut’ and introduced both DC Gary 
Goodhew and her trademark Cambridge 
setting. She went on to complete the Goodhew 

series with a further six novels before writing the psychological 
thriller I Did it for Us, due to be released in August 2017. 
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Mason Cross was born in Glasgow in 
1979. He studied English at the University 
of Stirling and has worked as a tax officer, 
events coordinator, project manager and pizza 
delivery boy. He lives near Glasgow with his 
wife and three children. The Killing Season was 
his first novel. His second, The Samaritan, was 
selected for the Richard and Judy Book Club, 

and his newest, The Time To Kill, is out now. Website: www.
masoncross.net

Jane Casey is the bestselling author of the 
London-set Maeve Kerrigan series about 
a young officer on a murder investigation 
team. She has also written crime novels for 
teenagers and a standalone novel, The Missing. 
Brought up in Dublin, she lives in London with 
her criminal barrister husband. Jane’s books 
have been translated into twelve different 

languages. She has won several awards including the Mary 
Higgins Clark award and Irish Crime Novel of the Year.

Former head of Hong Kong’s forensic science 
laboratory, David Clarke’s casework 
included all types of major crime. Retiring to 
Italy, David dabbled in art restoration before 
taking up novel writing. He has self-published 
a thriller trilogy: Rare Traits, Delusional Traits 
and Murderous Traits, and a crime novel, 
Irrefutable Evidence. The sequel to Irrefutable 

Evidence, Remorseless, will be self-published in early 2017. 
David and his wife now live in England, Italy and Thailand. 
Website: www.davidgeorgeclarke.com

London-based Anne Coates has worked as a 
staff and freelance journalist on magazines and 
newspapers. As well as writing short stories, 
she is the author of seven non-fiction books. 
Anne’s debut crime thriller, Dancers in the 
Wind, was published by Urbane Publications 

in October 2016, followed by Death’s Silent Judgement this 
month. Anne also edits and abridges novels and narrative 
non-fiction and is currently writing book three in the Hannah 
Weybridge series. Website: www.annecoatesauthor.com

Jane Corry is a journalist who spent three 
years as writer-in-residence of a high security 
male prison. This helped inspire My Husband’s 
Wife (published by Penguin), a Sunday Times 
and Washington Post bestseller. Her new book 
Blood Sisters comes out in June. Jane is a life 
story judge for the prison Koestler Awards; an 
RLF Honorary Fellow; a tutor; and short story 

writer. She’s also the unnamed author of the Daily Telegraph’s 
‘grannie’ column.

In 2016, aged sixty, David Coubrough 
achieved a lifetime’s ambition with the 
publication of his first novel Half a Pound of 
Tuppenny Rice. This followed a business career 
that included owning and selling companies 
in the hospitality sector. He is currently on 
the Board of Governors of The Royal Academy 
of Culinary Arts, Bloomsbury Properties and 

Maldon Sea Salt; the common theme in both business and writing 
has been David’s fascination with and observation of people.

Since Julia Crouch coined the phrase 
Domestic Noir to describe her work, this sub-
genre of crime fiction has gone on to become 
massively popular – so much so that, this year, 
she has contributed to a book of academic 
essays on the subject. She is the author of 
five novels – Cuckoo, Every Vow You Break, 

Tarnished, The Long Fall and Her Husband’s Lover. She lives in 
Brighton with her husband, their youngest son, and two cats. 
Website: www.juliacrouch.co.uk

Ray Clark is the author of several cross 
genre novels such as Seven Secrets, Calix and 
The Priest’s Hole. He is now currently working 
on the IMP crime series. Book one, Impurity, 
was released last year. Book two, Imperfection, 
follows in March 2017, released by Urbane 
Publications. Implant is Book three. Website: 
www.thelordofmisrule.net

Chris Curran has written three 
psychological crime novels for HarperCollins 
Killer Reads: Mindsight, Her Turn To Cry and 
Only You Know which comes out in July 2017. 
She lives with her husband in Hastings on the 
south coast of England and her novels are set 
mostly in that area.

Mary Andrea Clarke has done her 
writing around a Civil Service career and a 
part-time NHS job. Author of the Crimson 
Cavalier series, Mary is currently moving 
between the 1780s and 1820s after a break 
from historical crime when life got too 
real. She is now writing the latest adventure 
with aristocratic sleuth and highway robber 

Georgiana Grey and editing The Body Nursery, introducing 
new protagonist, bodysnatcher Daniel ‘Gally’ Galbraith. 
Website: www.maryandreaclarke.com
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Candy Denman started her television 
career writing for The Bill. After (very) brief 
sojourns on London Bridge and Crossroads, 
she was part of the team that took Doctors 
into production before moving on to write 
for Heartbeat. Candy is now working on a 

series of crime novels set in Hastings featuring local GP Dr 
Jocasta Hughes. The first in the series, Dead Pretty, will be 
published by Crime Scene Books in June 2017. Website: www.
candydenman.co.uk

Lucy Dawson has had six books published 
in the UK, the first of which – His Other Lover 
– was a bestseller in 2008. Her work has been 
translated into numerous languages. She lives 
in Exeter with her husband and children. 
Website: www.lucydawsonbooks.co.uk

Kjell Ola Dahl is a prize-winning 
Norwegian author of fiction, crime fiction, 
non-fiction and screenplays. Dahl was 
born in 1958. He is married and has three 
grown children. He lives on a farm in rural 
Norway, writing, lumbering and farming. 
Five of his novels about the Oslo detective 
police inspectors Gunnarstranda and 

Frölich have been published in Britain. The fifth novel in the 
series, Faithless, is published in April this year. Website: www.
kjelloladahl.no

David Stuart Davies is the author of 
the Johnny Hawke wartime detective series, 
seven Sherlock Holmes novels (the latest being 
Sherlock Holmes and the Ripper Legacy) and the 
Blood Trilogy – third novel Blood Rites out in 
June. He edits the Crime Writers’ Association 
monthly publication Red Herrings. He has 

appeared at many literary festivals and Edinburgh Fringe with 
The Game’s Afoot – an evening with Sherlock Holmes and 
Conan Doyle. His latest thriller is The Scarlet Coven (Urbane 
Publications). Website: www.davidstuartdavies.co.uk

Stephen Davis began his writing career 
with his own column in the South Wales Echo 
when aged only twenty-seven. He’s an award-
winning writer, a broadcaster, the author of 
two business books and is in great demand as 
a speaker at business conferences. The Tsar’s 
Banker is the first novel in a series, following 

the fortunes of Philip Cummings and his family through two 
world wars and beyond. Stephen enjoys golf, cooking and 
travel. Website: www.thetsarsbanker.com

Nadia Dalbuono studied at Queen’s 
College, Oxford where she read History 
and German. For the last sixteen years she 
has worked as a documentary director and 
consultant for Channel 4, ITV, Discovery 
and National Geographic. Her Leone 
Scamarcio series is set in Rome and follows 
the investigations of a Flying Squad detective, 

struggling to escape his father’s mafia past. Nadia lives 
in Italy with her husband and two young sons. Website: www.
nadiadalbuono.com

Torkil Damhaug has a degree in medicine 
with a specialisation in psychiatry. His debut 
novel, The Flight of the Moon, caused a great 
stir when it appeared in 1996. His Norwegian 
and international breakthrough came with the 
psychological thriller Death by Water (2009) 
which has been optioned for a movie. For the 
novel Fireraiser, Damhaug was awarded the 

prestigious Riverton Prize for best crime fiction novel in 2011.

Katerina Diamond is the author of the 
Sunday Times bestselling crime thriller The 
Teacher, and number 1 Kindle bestselling 
novel The Secret. Katerina is currently working 
on her third novel in the series, The Angel. 
Katerina was born in Weston-super-Mare and 

has lived in various places since including Greece, Cyprus, 
Derby, East London and Exeter. She currently lives in East 
Kent.
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Claire Douglas is the author of 
psychological thrillers. Her debut novel, The 
Sisters, won the Marie Claire Debut Novel 
Award in 2013. Her second book, Local Girl 
Missing, was a Sunday Times bestseller and 
her third, Last Seen Alive, is out in August 
2017. She grew up in Bristol and now lives in 

Somerset with her husband and two children.

Martin Edwards’ eighteen novels include 
the Lake District Mysteries and the Harry 
Devlin series. His genre study The Golden 
Age of Murder won the Edgar, Agatha, H.R.F. 
Keating, and Macavity awards. He has edited 
thirty crime anthologies, has won the CWA 
Short Story Dagger and the CWA Margery 

Allingham Prize, and is series consultant for the British 
Library’s Crime Classics. He is President of the Detection Club 
and also Chair of the Crime Writers’ Association. Website: 
www.martinedwardsbooks.com

Chris Ewan is the award-winning author of 
The Good Thief ’s Guide To … mystery series 
as well as a number of standalone thrillers, 
including Safe House, Dead Line and Dark 
Tides. His most recent novel is Long Time Lost. 
You can find him on Twitter @chrisewan. 
Website: www.chrisewan.com

Nuala Ellwood comes from a family of 
journalists , and their work inspired her to 
write her debut thriller, My Sister’s Bones, about 
a war reporter who is haunted by the horrors 
she has seen. Nuala is one of the Observer’s 
‘new faces of fiction’ for 2017, and her novel 
has been described by the Guardian as ‘a 

formidable debut thriller that rivals The Girl on the Train as a 
compulsive read’. Website: www.nmellwood.wordpress.com

Norwegian crime writer Thomas Enger is a 
former journalist. He made his debut with the 
crime novel Burned (Skinndød) in 2010, the 
first in the award-winning Henning Juul series, 
which became an international sensation 
before publication, selling in twenty-nine 
countries. The series delves into the depths 

of Oslo’s underbelly, skewering the corridors of dirty politics 
and nailing the fast-moving world of twenty-four hour news. 
Thomas also composes music, and lives in Oslo. Website: 
www.thomasenger.net

Ruth Dudley Edwards is an historian and 
journalist. The targets of her satirical crime 
novels include academia, the civil service, 
the House of Lords, the Church of England, 
literary prizes and political correctness. She 
won CrimeFest’s Goldsboro Last Laugh Award 

for Murdering Americans (2008) and Killing the Emperors 
(2013), as well as the CWA Non-Fiction Gold Dagger for 
Aftermath: The Omagh Bombings And The Families’ Pursuit Of 
Justice (2010). Website: www.ruthdudleyedwards.com

Kate Ellis was born and brought up in 
Liverpool and studied drama in Manchester. 
Her books reflect her keen interest in history 
and she has recently published A High 
Mortality of Doves, the first novel in a trilogy 
set in the aftermath of the Great War. However, 
she is best known for her series combining 
past and present crimes and featuring black 

archaeology graduate DI Wesley Peterson, the latest of which 
is The Mermaid’s Scream. Website: www.kateellis.co.uk

Paul Finch is a former cop and journalist, 
but is now better known for his crime novels. 
His debut novel, Stalkers, was a bestseller in 
2013 and introduced DS Mark Heckenburg. 
Five more titles followed: Sacrifice, The Killing 
Club, Dead Man Walking, Hunted and Ashes 
To Ashes. Meanwhile, a parallel series featuring 
the young Manchester detective, Lucy 
Clayburn, was launched in 2016, the opening 

book, Strangers, reaching number seven in the Sunday Times 
bestsellers list. Website: www.paulfinch-writer.blogspot.co.uk

Helen Fields studied law, then practised as 
a barrister for thirteen years undertaking cases 
from large scale drug importations to murder. 
She spent years working with the police, 
defendants and in Courts Martials. After her 
second child was born, Helen left the Bar to 
run a film production company, as script writer 

and producer. Her debut crime novel, Perfect Remains, was 
published in January 2017. The sequel, Perfect Prey, comes out 
this July.

Jane Finnis writes mysteries set in the 
Roman Empire, when Britain was a tense 
and turbulent frontier province.. The lives 
(and deaths) of the native tribesmen and 
their Roman conquerors are told by Aurelia 
Marcella, who runs an inn near York. Her 
exploits are available in print, audio and as 

ebooks (four so far in the series.) Jane lives in Yorkshire with 
her husband Richard and their cocker spaniel Rosie. Find out 
more at www.janefinnis.com.



CRIMEFEST

22

Nev Fountain has worked as a comedy 
writer in TV and radio for twenty years. 
Chiefly known for his work on Dead Ringers 
and the satirical magazine Private Eye, 
he has contributed to dozens of shows. 
Following three humorous detective novels, 
his first serious thriller, Painkiller, is out now. 
Described by Sherlock creator Steven Moffat 
as ‘Terrific, engaging, brand-new. The twist, 

which I didn't see coming, is perfectly set up. In fact, it was 
forehead-smacking clever’.

Christopher Fowler is the multi award-
winning author of forty-five novels and story 
collections, and the author of the Bryant & 
May mysteries. His novels include Roofworld, 
Spanky, Psychoville, Calabash and two volumes 
of memoirs, the award-winning Paperboy and 
Film Freak. In 2015 he won the CWA Dagger 
In The Library. His latest novel is Bryant & 
May: Wild Chamber. Recent work includes the 

the haunted house chiller Nyctophobia and the Ballard-esque 
The Sand Men. Website: www.christopherfowler.co.uk

In 2006 Felix Francis took over the writing 
of the ‘Dick Francis’ novels from his father. 
2016 saw the publication of Triple Crown, 
the third in his Jeff Hinkley series. Felix has 
recently finished his twelfth novel, Pacemaker, 
which features a troubled A&E consultant 
and a mystery unnamed dead patient – was it 

accident, suicide or murder? It will be published in September 
2017. Felix lives in Oxfordshire with his wife, Debbie, and two 
Irish setters. Website: www.felixfrancis.com

Matthew Frank lives in Kent with his wife 
and three young sons and between family 
life and work as an architect, tries to squeeze 
in some midnight writing. His first novel If 
I Should Die won the Waverton Good Read 
Award for British Debut Novel 2014–15 and 
has been optioned for TV. The follow up, 
Between The Crosses, was published in 2016, 

with the third in the Joe Stark series already complete in draft. 
Website: www.matthewfrank.co.uk

Actor Hugh Fraser’s debut novel Harm, 
and its sequel Threat are fascinating, not 
least because the tough narrative, featuring 
contract killer Rina Walker, is so at odds with 
the role for which he is probably best known 
– the able, good-hearted, rather dim, but ever 
reliable Captain Hastings on TV, opposite 
David Suchet’s definitive Hercule Poirot. The 

latest book the series, Malice, is to be published in June. 

Valentina Giambanco worked in film 
editing for years and considers herself a 
35mm cutting room vet and a film nerd. Her 
Homicide Detective Alice Madison series, 
published by Quercus in the UK and the 
US, is set in Seattle and in the wilderness 

of the Pacific Northwest. Sweet After Death, the fourth 
novel in the series, will be published in June 2017. She lives 
in London because she loves the weather. Website: www.
valentinagiambanco.com

Malin Persson Giolito was born in 
Stockholm in 1969, and grew up in Djursholm, 
Sweden. She has worked as a lawyer for the 
biggest law firm in the Nordic region and 
as an official for the European Commission 
in Brussels, Belgium. Persson Giolito has 
written four books to date and her latest novel 

Quicksand was published in 2016. It was awarded the Best 
Crime Novel of the Year Award, Sweden’s official suspense 
literature award.

Cass Green is the pseudonym of Caroline 
Green, an award-winning author of fiction 
for young people. Her adult debut, the 
psychological thriller The Woman Next 
Door, was a number one ebook bestseller. 
A journalist with many years’ experience, 
Caroline is also the Writer in Residence at 

East Barnet School and teaches Writing for Children at City 
University. Her next thriller, In A Cottage, In A Wood will be 
published by Harper Collins in September 2017. Website: 
www.cassgreen.co.uk

Kate Griffin won the 2013 Faber and Faber/
Stylist Magazine competition to find a new 
voice in crime writing. The first book in her 
series, Kitty Peck and the Music Hall Murders, 
was shortlisted for the 2014 CWA Endeavour 
Historical Dagger. Formerly a journalist, Kate 
combines writing with work for a national 
heritage charity. Book three, Kitty Peck and the 

Daughter of Sorrow, will be published in July. Kate is currently 
writing book four. Website: www.kategriffin.net

Mario Giordano, the son of Italian 
immigrants, was born in Munich in 1963 
and studied psychology at the University of 
Dusseldorf. He lives in Cologne, and writes 
novels, books for adolescents, and screenplays. 
Auntie Poldi and the Sicilian Lions is his first 
crime novel, and his first novel to be translated 
into English. 
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Elly Griffiths is the author of the bestselling 
Dr Ruth Galloway mysteries and the Stephens 
and Mephisto books. Elly’s books have been 
shortlisted for the Theakston Old Peculier 
Crime Novel of the Year three times and, in 
2016, she was awarded the CWA Dagger in the 
Library for her body of work. The ninth Ruth 
Galloway book, The Chalk Pit, was published 

in February 2017 and was a Sunday Times bestseller. Website: 
www.ellygriffiths.co.uk

J.M. Gulvin is the author of twenty-three 
books including crime, big picture thrillers 
and standalone natural world love stories. He 
was the author of the award-winning Long 
Way Down for Ewan McGregor and Charley 
Boorman. His most recent work is a crime 
series set in 1960s Texas featuring John Q, a 

single father and Texas Ranger. He is published by Faber & 
Faber. 

Born in Marseille, Johana Gustawsson has 
worked as a journalist for the French press and 
television. She married a Swede and now lives 
in London. She is co-author of the bestselling 
novel, On se retrouvera, whose television 
adaptation drew over seven million viewers. 
Her debut thriller Block 46 won the Balai de 

la Découverte and Nouvelle Plume d’Argent awards in 2016. 
She is working on the next book in the Roy & Castells series. 
Website: www.johanagustawsson.com

Peter Guttridge began with the Nick 
Madrid/Bridget Frost comic crime series in 
the nineties. (Well, there was Life before that, 
of course, but not a Life of Crime.) He won 
the Lefty at Left Coast Crime Bristol for Cast 
Adrift (recently reissued). Then moved to the 
‘Dark Side’. Six Brighton Trilogy novels later 

he’s really getting into (occasionally prize-winning) short 
stories and writing an original series for telly. Website: www.
peterguttridge.com

Kat Hall is a Germanist, translator and 
crime fiction reviewer at Peabody Ink., and 
runs the ‘Mrs. Peabody Investigates’ blog, 
which showcases quality international crime 
fiction. She is the editor of Crime Fiction in 
German: Der Krimi (UWP 2016), an Honorary 
Research Associate at Swansea University, 
and helps to judge the Petrona Award for 

the best Scandinavian crime novel in translation. Websites: 
www.peabodyink.com and www.mrspeabodyinvestigates.
wordpress.com

Matthew Hall (also known as M.R. Hall) is 
a twice CWA Gold Dagger-nominated novelist 
and screenwriter. His most recent novel, A Life 
To Kill, is published by Macmillan in 2017. His 
latest TV series, Keeping Faith, broadcasts in 
November 2017. Website: www.m-r-hall.com

Lisa Hall loves words, reading, and all things 
bookish. She has dreamed of being a writer 
since she was a little girl, and is now a #1 
bestselling author. Lisa lives in a small village 
in Kent, surrounded by her towering TBR pile, 
a rather large brood of children, dogs, chickens 
and ponies, and her long-suffering husband. 
She is also rather partial to eating cheese and 

drinking wine. Website: www.lisahallauthor.co.uk

Canadian by birth, Paul Hardisty has 
worked all over the world as an engineer 
and hydrologist. He was in Yemen when the 
1994 civil war broke out, and this experience 
formed the basis for his first novel, The Abrupt 
Physics of Dying, which was shortlisted for 
CWA Creasey New Dagger award. His third 

novel, Reconciliation for the Dead, set in apartheid-era South 
Africa, has just been released. He lives in Western Australia. 
Website: http://paulehardisty.wix.com/plehardisty

Adam Hamdy is the author of the 
Pendulum trilogy, an epic conspiracy thriller. 
Described by James Patterson as ‘one of 
the best thrillers of the year’, Pendulum was 
selected for the BBC Radio 2 Book Club. 
Adam is currently writing Freefall, the second 
book in the trilogy, which will be published 
by Headline in November 2017. He is also 

adapting Pendulum into an eight-part series for Hardy, Son & 
Baker and NBC Universal. Twitter: @adamhamdy. Website: 
www.adamhamdy.com

Tom Harper has written thirteen thrillers 
including The Orpheus Descent, Zodiac 
Station and Black River. Research for his novels 
has taken him all over the world, from the 
Arctic circle to the Amazon jungle, via NATO 
bases and the inside of an active volcano. 
His books have been translated into over 
twenty languages. In 2010–11 he was Chair of 

the Crime Writers' Association, and in 2016 he chaired the 
Harrogate History Festival. Website: www.tom-harper.co.uk
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Alis Hawkins’s Teifi Valley Coroner series 
marks her move away from medieval historical 
fiction and into Victorian Crime. The series, 
featuring partially-sighted would-be coroner 
Harry Probert Lloyd and his chippy assistant 
John Davies, is set in Cardiganshire where Alis 
grew up. The first in the series, None So Blind, 

described as ‘so much more than a crime novel… original and 
disconcerting’ takes place during the Rebecca Riots – Wales’s 
best kept historical secret. Website: www.alishawkins.co.uk

Lucy V. Hay is an author, script editor 
and blogger who helps writers. She is 
the associate producer of Brit thriller 
movies Deviation (2012) and Assassin (2015). 
Her writing and networking tips blog 
Bang2write was recently voted Feedspot's 
number one writing blog in the UK and ninth 

in the world. B2W was also a finalist in the UK Blog Awards 
2017. Lucy’s debut crime novel, The Other Twin, is published 
by Orenda Books in July. Website: www.lucyvhayauthor.com

Mick Herron’s novels include the Gold 
Dagger-winning Slough House series, about 
a bunch of messed-up spies. His work has 
been nominated for the Macavity, Barry and 
Shamus awards, and his standalone novel, 
Nobody Walks, was shortlisted for the Steel 
Dagger. His latest book is Spook Street. He lives 
in Oxford and writes full time. Website: www.

mickherron.com

Kati Hiekkapelto is a Finnish writer, punk 
singer and performance artist. Her debut 
novel, The Hummingbird, was published in 
the UK in 2014 and was shortlisted for the 
Petrona Award. The sequel, The Defenceless, 

won the Best Finnish Crime Novel of 2014 and was shortlisted 
for the Petrona, the Glass Key and Dead Good Reads Most 
Captivating Crime in Translation awards. The third in the 
Anna Fekete series is The Exiled. Kati lives in Northern 
Finland. Website: www.katihiekkapelto.com

Sarah Hilary’s debut, Someone Else’s Skin, 
won Theakston’s Crime Novel of the Year 
2015 and was a World Book Night selection 
for 2016. The Observer’s Book of the Month 
(‘superbly disturbing’) and a Richard & Judy 

Book Club bestseller, it has been published worldwide. No 
Other Darkness, the second in the series, was shortlisted for a 
Barry Award in the US. Her DI Marnie Rome series continued 
with Tastes Like Fear and Quieter Than Killing. Website: www.
sarahhilary.com 

Elizabeth Haynes worked for many years 
as a police analyst. Her debut novel, Into 
the Darkest Corner, won Amazon's Book of 
the Year in 2011 and Amazon's Rising Star 
Award. Elizabeth is a regular participant in, 
and a Municipal Liaison for, NaNoWriMo - an 
annual challenge to write 50,000 words in the 
month of November. Her six published novels 

include the Briarstone Major Crime series. Her latest book 
is Never Alone, a standalone psychological thriller. Website: 
www.elizabeth-haynes.com

Antonia Hodgson’s first novel, The Devil 
in the Marshalsea, won the CWA Historical 
Dagger 2014 and was shortlisted for several 
awards including the Theakston’s Crime Novel 
of the Year. She has published two sequels to 
widespread critical and popular acclaim and 
is currently working on her fourth, due out in 

2018. Antonia lives in London, where she works as an editor. 
Website: www.antoniahodgson.com

Jørn Lier Horst has, with his award-
winning novels about William Wisting, joined 
the elite of Nordic crime fiction writers. 
Having worked as a head of investigations 
before becoming a full-time author, Horst brings 
a unique brand of suspense and realism to the 
table. The saga of Inspector Wisting is sold in 

more than 1 million copies in Norway, and is translated into 
twenty-four languages. When it Grows Dark is his sixth book 
translated into English. Website: www.jlhorst.com

Catherine Ryan Howard was born in 
Cork, Ireland. She’s worked as a campsite 
courier in France, a front desk agent in Walt 
Disney World and most recently was a social 
media marketer for a major publisher. Her 
debut thriller, Distress Signals, was shortlisted 
for the Books Are My Bag Crime Novel of the 

Year at the Irish Book Awards 2016. She is currently studying 
for a BA in English Literature at Trinity College Dublin. 
Website: www.catherineryanhoward.com

Anja de Jager is a London-based native 
Dutch speaker who writes in English. She 
draws inspiration from cases that her father, 
a retired police detective, worked on in the 
Netherlands. Anja worked in the City for 
twenty years but is now a full-time writer. 
She is currently working on the next Lotte 

Meerman novel. Website: www.anjadejager.com
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Matt Johnson is an ex-soldier and police 
officer, who was blown off his feet at the 
London Baltic Exchange bombing, and first 
on the scene of the Regent’s Park bombing. 
In 1984, Matt escorted his mortally wounded 
friend and colleague, Yvonne Fletcher, to 
hospital. Diagnosed with PTSD, he wrote 
his bestselling debut thriller Wicked Game 

(longlisted for the CWA John Creasey Dagger) as part of 
his therapy, and then the sequel, Deadly Game. Matt lives in 
Wales. Website: www.mattjohnsonauthor.com

Doug Johnstone is an author, journalist 
and musician based in Edinburgh. He’s had 
eight novels published, most recently Crash 
Land (Faber & Faber). Several of his books 
are award winners and bestsellers, and he 
has released seven albums in various bands. 
Doug is also a Royal Literary Fund Consultant 

Fellow, writer in residence at a funeral directors and player-
manager for Scotland Writers Football Club. Website: www.
dougjohnstone.com

Ragnar Jónasson is the Icelandic author 
of the award-winning Dark Iceland series. 
Snowblind was a number one bestseller in the 
UK and Australia, and Nightblind won the 
Mörda Dead Good Reads Award for Most 
Captivating Crime in Translation. Rights 
to the series have been sold to fourteen 
countries. The fourth book in the series, 
Rupture, was published in 2017. A TV series 

is being developed by the producers of Academy Award-
winning documentary Amy. Website: www.ragnar-jonasson.
squarespace.com

Alison Joseph is a crime writer and radio 
playwright, former Chair of the Crime Writers’ 
Association, and author of the Sister Agnes 
series of detective novels. She has also written 
three novels featuring Agatha Christie as a 
(fictional) detective. The latest is Death in 
Disguise, published in ebook and paperback 

December 2016. Her short stories have appeared in various 
anthologies, including Killer Women 2016, of which she is a 
member. Website: www.alisonjoseph.com

Emma Kavanagh is a former police and 
military psychologist who for many years 
trained specialist police teams and NATO 
forces in the psychology of critical incidents, 
terrorism, body recovery and command 
decision-making. She is now a full-time 
author and published works include Falling, 

Hidden, The Missing Hours and The Killer On The Wall (all 
with Arrow). She lives in South Wales with her husband and 
two young sons. She thinks being an author rocks! 

Sanjida Kay's first psychological thriller, 
Bone by Bone, is published by Corvus. It was 
longlisted for the CWA Steel Dagger award 
and named one of the best crime and thriller 
books of the year by the Guardian. Her 
second thriller, The Stolen Child, published by 
Corvus, has just been released. It’s set on Ilkley 
moor. Sanjida lives in Bristol, with her husband 

and daughter. Website: www.sanjida.co.uk

Claire Kendal was born in America and 
educated in England, where she has spent all of 
her adult life. The Book Of You is her first novel, 
and has been translated into more than twenty 
languages. It was a Sunday Times bestseller 
and a Richard & Judy Book Club pick. The 
Second Sister will be published in May, 2017. 
Claire teaches English Literature and Creative 
Writing, and lives in the South West with her 
family.
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Novelist, script writer and film producer 
Merle Kröger lives in Berlin, Germany. 
She produces art films and documentaries 
for international arthouse cinema. She also 
writes scripts for independent cinema in 
India. Since 2003, Kröger has published 
four novels, which combine documentary 

research, personal history and political analysis with elements 
of crime literature. For Grenzfall (2012) and Havarie (2015), 
she received the German Crime Novel Award. Collision will be 
published in the US in 2017. Website: www.pong-berlin.de

Jake Kerridge is a journalist and critic who 
has been the crime fiction reviewer of the 
Daily Telegraph since 2005. He has interviewed 
many of the world’s leading crime and thriller 
writers, from P.D. James to Elmore Leonard, 
and enjoys meeting the crime stars of the 
future in the annual Debut Authors panels at 
CrimeFest.

Volker Kutscher was born in 1962 in 
Lindlar, West Germany. Before writing 
novels he worked as a journalist. His award-
winning Gereon Rath series consists of Der 
nasse Fisch (2007), Der stumme Tod (2009), 
Goldstein (2010), Die Akte Vaterland (2012), 
Märzgefallene (2014) and Lunapark (2016), all 
using early 1930s Berlin as a scenic backdrop. 

Three more will follow. The Rath novels are translated into ten 
languages, two in English: Babylon Berlin and The Silent Death. 
Website: www.gereonrath.de

Hans Olav Lahlum is a 
Norwegian historian, politician, television 
commentator and chess player. He 
has written six historical books and eight 
crime novels. His ‘K2 and Patricia’ series are 

classic mysteries – a cross between Doyle, Christie and 
Simenon – without massacres or machine guns, and are 
set in Oslo 1968–73. Lahlum has been translated into eight 
languages, and his first four novels The Human Flies, Satellite 
People, The Catalyst Killing and Chameleon People are available 
in English. 

John Lawton is more or less itinerant. 
He spends much of each year in Italy and 
New York, but finds he misses Arizona. He’s 
written a dozen novels and his next, Friends 
& Traitors, will appear later this year. He does 
not have a website, nor does he twit, bookface 
or iphone. He is mostly driven by rage and 
politics and makes efforts to relax with 

Schubert and Renée Fleming. He does not always succeed.

Janet Laurence’s A Fatal Freedom, 
published by Mystery Press, is the second in 
her Ursula Grandison Edwardian mystery 
series. Her Darina Lisle culinary mysteries 
and Canaletto historical crime series are now 
available from Amazon. She is also the author 
of Writing Crime Fiction – Making Crime Pay, 

published by Aber. She runs crime writing workshops and is 
currently Chairman of the CWA International Dagger judging 
panel. 

Adventurer and thriller author, L.A. Larkin, 
has been likened to Michael Crichton by the 
Guardian and to Alistair MacLean by The 
Times. She is known for her ‘extreme’ research, 
including time in Antarctica, attending a 
hackers’ convention and learning to sew up a 
wound. Her current novel, Devour, won praise 

from authors like Peter James and is described by Literature 
Works as ‘exciting, original and utterly captivating.’ Larkin 
divides her time between Sydney and London. Website: www.
lalarkin.com

Kate London graduated from Cambridge 
University. She worked in theatre as an 
actor, writer and director before joining the 
Metropolitan Police Service. She started 
in uniform, then qualified as a detective 
constable working in a variety of investigative 
roles, and finishing her career working on 
homicide investigations. Her two novels, 

Post Mortem and Death Message, are published by Corvus. 
‘Sensational. Kate London, the new rising star of crime fiction, 
is the real thing’, Tony Parsons.

Walter Lucius is the pseudonym of 
screenwriter, director and producer Walter 
Goverde. Walter used to be a stage director, 
and also produced dramas, documentaries 
and various television series. He founded 
Odyssee Producties, an audio-visual company 
with which he carried out several projects for 
a number of Dutch government ministries. 

Butterfly on the Storm is the first instalment of the Heartland 
Trilogy and his fiction debut.

Paddy Magrane is a psychotherapist and 
Amazon Kindle #1 ranked author of the 
Sam Keddie thrillers, Disorder and Denial, 
published by Fahrenheit Press. Disorder was 
described by Raven as ‘an extremely assured 
debut, which would appeal strongly to fans of 
Robert Harris, while Mark Hill, author of Two 
O’Clock Boy, called it ‘a rollicking conspiracy 

thriller’. Paddy also writes for the Guardian, the Independent, 
the Observer and the Telegraph, and co-directs the Shute 
Literary Festival. Website: www.paddymagrane.com
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Colette McBeth is the author of two 
critically acclaimed psychological thrillers, 
Precious Thing and The Life I Left Behind. Her 
latest book, An Act of Silence, will be published 
by Wildfire in June. Colette has worked at 
Sky News and the BBC where she was a TV 
correspondent. She was born in Scotland and 
now lives on the south coast of England with 
her family.

Michael Malone has published seven 
novels and one non-fiction book. A Suitable 
Lie (Sept ’16) and Dog Fight (April 2017) are 
the most recent. He has also published over 
200 poems in literary magazines throughout 
the UK. Recognition for his work includes 
winning The Pitlochry Prize for Blood Tears. 

He also works as a freelance editor and writing mentor. You 
can find out more about Michael here: www.mjm-ink.com/
biography/my-books/#.WLGiFfmLTIU

Luke McCallin’s experiences working 
for the UN inspired a historical mystery 
series with an unlikely protagonist: Gregor 
Reinhardt, German intelligence officer and 
former Berlin detective chased out of the 
police by the Nazis. The Man From Berlin and 
The Pale House were set in Sarajevo during 

WWII. The Ashes of Berlin follows Reinhardt's return home to 
Allied occupation, and a serial killer loose in the rubble... He 
is currently working on the fourth Reinhardt novel. Website: 
www.lukemccallin.com

William H.S. McIntyre is a partner in 
Scotland’s oldest law firm, and a specialist 
in criminal defence. Based in Scotland and 
drawing on his thirty years’ experience, 
William turns fact into fiction with a string 
of legal thrillers, rich in dry humour and 
featuring true-to-life defence lawyer, Robbie 

Munro. William describes the Best Defence Series as an 
antidote to crime fiction featuring maverick cops chasing 
serial killers. 

Simon Michael writes the London 1960s 
noir gangster series featuring ex-criminal, 
ex-boxer barrister, Charles Holborne. Simon 
writes from personal experience: a barrister 
for thirty-seven years, he practiced in the 
Old Bailey defending and prosecuting a wide 
selection of murderers, armed robbers, con 

artists and other assorted villainy. Simon weaves into his 
thrillers genuine court documents and the events and people 
of the era, corrupt politicians, the Krays, the Richardsons and 
the bent Metropolitan Police. Website: www.simonmichael.uk

Kate Medina is the author of three critically 
acclaimed crime novels.  Her debut, White 
Crocodile, set in Cambodia, sold globally 
in 2014. Fire Damage (‘Excellent start to a 
new series’ - Sunday Express) introduces 
psychologist Jessie Flynn, who must access the 
mind of a terrified boy to find a killer. Scared 

to Death, second in the series, is out now. Kate has a BSc 
psychology, was a Royal Engineers Troop Commander and 
worked in military intelligence. Website: www.ktmedina.com

Thomas Mogford is the author of the Spike 
Sanguinetti Mysteries. The fifth book in the 
series, A Thousand Cuts (Bloomsbury), came 
out in February this year, and was hailed as ‘a 
traditional and thoroughly satisfying crime 
novel’ by the Sunday Times. Website: www.
thomasmogford.com

J.S. Monroe is the author of Find Me, a 
psychological thriller published in 2017 in the 
UK and America. Translation rights have been 
sold to more than ten countries. J.S. Monroe is 
the pseudonym of Jon Stock, who has written 
five spy thrillers, including Dead Spy Running, 
which was optioned by Warner Bros. The 
Riot Act was shortlisted by the Crime Writers 

Association for its best first novel award. Follow J.S.Monroe @
JSThrillers or visit jsthrillers.com

Fergus McNeill has been creating 
computer games since the eighties, when he 
started writing interactive fiction titles and 
adapting other authors’ material, including 
Terry Pratchett’s first Discworld game. Eye 
Contact, a contemporary crime thriller, was 
his debut novel, followed by Knife Edge and 

Cut Out, the latest in the Bristol-based Detective Harland 
series. Now running an app development studio, Fergus lives 
in Hampshire with his wife and their very large cat. Website: 
www.fergusmcneill.co.uk

Susan Moody has published thirty-five 
crime and suspense novels, including the 
Penny Wanawake and the Cassandra Swann 
series. Her latest series features ex-cop and 
art-anthologist, Alexandra Quick. She has 
also written many standalone mystery novels. 
She is a past Chairman of the Crime Writers' 
Association, a past Writer-in-Residence at 

the Universities of Tasmania and Copenhagen, and a past 
President of the International Association of Crime Writers. 
Website: www.susanmoodycrimewriter.blogspot.co.uk



Peter Morfoot sets his Captain Darac 
Mysteries in Nice. Featuring jazz-playing 
detective Paul Darac, the first in the series, 
Impure Blood, was the US Library Association’s 
Pick of the Month for April 2016. Fatal Music, 
2017 and Box of Bones, 2018, follow. He has 
written plays and comedy series for radio and 
TV, and authored the acclaimed satirical novel 

Burksey. He has a Ph.D in art history and lives in Cambridge 
with his wife Liz.

Tara Moore is a Dublin-born author, now 
living in Ramsgate, Kent. She recently made 
the switch from commercial women’s fiction 
to crime writing. Fade To Dead (Urbane 
Publications), the first of a projected series of 

seven books featuring DI Jessica Wideacre, was published in 
May 2016. The second, Baby Shoes, is due out in the Autumn 
of this year. Website: www.taramoore.com

In the wake of a career as a war crimes lawyer 
and a judge, Peter Murphy has written 
five legal thrillers set in sixties and seventies 
London, featuring barrister Ben Schroeder: 
A Higher Duty; A Matter for the Jury; And is 
there Honey still for Tea?; The Heirs of Owain 
Glyndŵr; and his latest, Calling Down the 

Storm. He has also written two political thrillers about the 
US presidency: Removal; and Test of Resolve. Website: www.
petermurphyauthor.co.uk.

Steve Mosby is the author of ten critically-
acclaimed crime novels, including The 50/50 
Killer, Still Bleeding, Black Flowers, Dark Room 
and I Know Who Did It. In 2012, he won the 
CWA Dagger in the Library for his body of 
work. His latest book is You Can Run. Steve is 
forty and lives in Leeds with his wife and son. 

His website is www.theleftroom.co.uk

J.F. Penn is the New York Times and USA 
Today bestselling author of the ARKANE 
thrillers and London Psychic crime series. Her 
books weave together ancient artifacts, relics of 
power, international locations and adventure 
with an edge of the supernatural. Joanna lives 
in Bath and enjoys a nice G&T. Try a free 

thriller at: www.JFPenn.com

Daniel Pembrey grew up in 
Nottinghamshire beside Sherwood Forest and 
studied history at Edinburgh University. He 
spent a decade working in America and then 
Luxembourg, coming to rest in Amsterdam 
and London – dividing his time between 
these maritime cities. He is the author of The 
Harbour Master and Night Market, featuring 

Amsterdam detective Henk van der Pol (No Exit Press). He 
also writes feature articles for titles including the Guardian 
and The Independent. Twitter: @DPemb. Website: www.
danielpembrey.com

Barbara Nadel writes two crime fiction 
series, the Inspector Ikmen books (Headline), 
set in modern Turkey and the Hakim and 
Arnold mysteries (Allison and Busby) 
which take place in the East End of London. 
A psychology graduate, she worked in 
psychiatric institutions until she became a full-
time writer. Winner of the CWA Silver Dagger 

and the Swedish Flintaxe, she is a regular contributor to Ellery 
Queen Magazine. She likes cats and ruins. 

David Penny published four novels in 
the 1970s before being seduced by a steady 
salary. He has now returned to his true love 
of writing with a planned ten book series of 
historical mysteries set in Moorish Spain at 
the end of the fifteenth century. Website: www.
davidpennywriting.com

Chris Petit is a writer and filmmaker. His 
films include the acclaimed Radio On and 
collaborations with the writer Iain Sinclair 
(The Falconer, Asylum and London Orbital). 
His novels include Robinson and The Psalm 
Killer, reissued in 2016 as a Picador Modern 
Classic, and introduced by Alan Moore. The 

Butchers of Berlin (2016) was chosen by John Gray as his book 
of the year in the New Statesman. A sequel is due out this year. 

Sarah Pinborough is the number one 
Sunday Times bestselling and New York Times 
bestselling author of the psychological thriller 
Behind Her Eyes (Jan, 2017). Behind Her 
Eyes has sold to twenty territories so far and 
was sold at auction to the US in a significant 
deal to Flatiron, Macmillan. Her last novel, 13 

Minutes, has ben bought by Netflix. You can follow Sarah on 
Twitter at @sarahpinborough. Website: www.sarahpinborough.
com
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Melanie Raabe grew up in Eastern 
Germany, and attended the Ruhr University 
Bochum, specialising in media studies and 
literature. After graduating, she moved to 
Cologne to work as a journalist by day and 
secretly write books by night. Her novel, The 
Trap, won the Stuttgarter Krimipreis (Stuttgart 
Crime Prize) for best crime debut of the 

year, has been sold to more than twenty countries and has 
been optioned for a film by TriStar Pictures. Website: www.
melanieraabe.de

Caro Ramsay still works as an osteopath 
and acupuncturist, treating a few humans 
and some four-legged friends. In her spare 
time she is writing the ninth and tenth books 
in the acclaimed Anderson and Costello 
series. Having a diploma in Forensic Medical 
Science and an evil mind, she’s rather good at 
murdering people and getting away with it. 

Standing Still was published by Severn House on the twenty-
eighth of February. Website: www.caroramsay.com

Glasgow born Anne Randall is the author 
of the gritty Wheeler and Ross crime series set 
in her hometown. Anne has worked as a cadet 
nurse, flower-seller, civil servant and English 
teacher before retraining as a psychotherapist. 
Her award-winning first novel, Riven, (written 
as A.J. McCreanor) was described as ‘A brilliant 

debut’ (Crime Warp). Her second, Silenced, ‘an assured and 
clever novel….’ (Daily Mail). Her third novel, Torn, was 
published on April 4th, 2017. Website: www.annerandall.co.uk

Rod Reynolds was born in London and, 
after a successful career in advertising, his 
debut novel, The Dark Inside, was published 
by Faber in 2015. It was longlisted for the John 
Creasey New Blood Dagger. The sequel, Black 
Night Falling, came out in 2016 and Rod is 
currently working on a third book featuring 
disgraced reporter Charlie Yates. Rod lives 

in London with his wife and daughters. Contact him on 
Facebook or Twitter (@Rod_WR).

Matthew Richardson studied English 
at Durham University and Merton College, 
Oxford. After a brief spell as a freelance 
journalist, he began working as a researcher 
and speechwriter in Westminster, and has 
also written speeches for senior figures in the 
private sector. He is twenty-six and My Name 
is Nobody is his debut novel. Website: www.

matthew-richardson.com

Marnie Riches grew up on a rough estate 
in north Manchester. Exchanging the spires 
of nearby Strangeways prison for those of 
Cambridge University, she gained a Masters 
in German and Dutch. She has been a punk, 
a trainee rock star, a pretend artist and 
professional fundraiser. Her bestselling, award-

winning George McKenzie crime thrillers were inspired by 
her time spent in the Netherlands. Born Bad is the first book 
in her new series about Manchester’s gangland. Website: www.
marnieriches.com

-
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Before becoming a writer, Michael Ridpath 
used to work in the City of London. He has 
written eight financial thrillers, two spy 
novels and a series of crime novels featuring 
the American-Icelandic detective Magnus 
Jonson. His latest thriller, Amnesia, is set in 
the Highlands of Scotland. Website: www.
micharelridpath.com
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Mark Roberts was a mainstream teacher 
for twenty years and has worked with children 
with severe learning difficulties for the last 
fourteen years. He won the Manchester Evening 
News Best New Play of the Year Award and 
was longlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger for 
What She Saw. His current series – Blood Mist, 
Dead Silent and Day of the Dead – features 

DCI Eve Clay and is set in his native Liverpool. Website: www.
markrobertscrimewriter.co.uk

Karen Robinson runs The Times/Sunday 
Times Crime Club, a monthly subscriber 
bulletin about what’s new and best in crime 
and thriller fiction. 

After graduating, Amanda Robson 
worked in medical research at The London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
and at the Poisons Unit at Guy’s Hospital 
where she became a co-author of a book 
on cyanide poisoning – a subject which has 
set her in good stead for writing her dark 
and twisting novel about love affairs gone 

wrong. Amanda attended the Faber novel writing course and 
writes full-time. Obsession is her debut novel. Website: www.
amandarobson.co.uk

Leigh Russell writes the popular Geraldine 
Steel and Ian Peterson crime series, described 
as ‘unmissable’ by Lee Child, and the Lucy 
Hall mysteries. Her tense psychological 
page-turners have been shortlisted for the 
CWA New Blood Dagger, longlisted for the 
CWA Dagger in the Library, and finalist for 
the People's Book Prize, and have reached 

#1 on Kindle, and been the #1 recommended crime novel in 
The Times. Leigh is a Royal Literary Fellow. Website: www.
leighrussell.co.uk

Cavan Scott’s first Sherlock Holmes novel, 
The Patchwork Devil, was published by Titan 
Books in 2016 and is followed by Cry of the 
Innocents, also from Titan in July this year. 
Away from Baker Street, he has written over 
one hundred novels, audio dramas and comics 
in such popular worlds as Doctor Who, Star 
Wars, Vikings and many more. Website: www.
cavanscott.com

Zoë Sharp opted out of mainstream 
education at the age of twelve and wrote her 
first novel at fifteen. She is an autodidact with 
a love of language, house renovation and 
improvised weaponry. She writes the award-
winning crime thriller series featuring ex-
soldier turned bodyguard Charlotte ‘Charlie’ 

Fox, and various standalones, including a collaboration with 
espionage author John Lawton. ‘We stuck to our specialities: 
he wrote the sex and I wrote the violence’. Website: www.
ZoeSharp.com

James Silvester is the author of acclaimed 
European thriller Escape to Perdition, and its 
sequel, The Prague Ultimatum, released in 
April 2017. James has written for The Prague 
Times on political affairs and has been featured 
on travel site An Englishman in Slovakia. The 
third book in his Prague Trilogy is being 

written and James is developing several projects including 
an adaptation of his first book, across a number of mediums. 
Facebook: @JamesSilvesterAuthor. Twitter: @JamesSilvester1 
Website: www.jamessilvesterauthor.com

Stav Sherez is the author of The Devil's 
Playground, The Black Monastery and 
the Carrigan and Miller series – A Dark 
Redemption, Eleven Days and The Intrusions. 
He has been shortlisted for prizes four times. 
He also co-wrote Great Lost Albums with 
Mark Billingham, Martyn Waites and David 
Quantick. He is currently at work on book six. 

Twitter: @stavsherez

Mary-Jane Riley’s crime thriller series 
features journalist Alex Devlin, and is deeply 
rooted in the landscape of East Anglia. The 
Bad Things and After She Fell have both 
been published by HarperCollins, and she 
is currently finishing her third. Formerly a 
journalist and BBC talk show broadcaster, 
she has interviewed many celebrities, but was 

particularly inspired by Ruth Rendell and P.D. James. She lives 
in Suffolk with her family and two retrievers.

Mike Ripley is best known for his award-
winning Angel comedy thrillers. He was 
crime fiction critic for the Daily Telegraph 
and the Birmingham Post, reviewing over 950 
crime novels. He is currently continuing the 
adventures of Margery Allingham’s famous 
detective Albert Campion and writing the 
monthly ‘Getting Away With Murder’ column 

for Shots Magazine. His latest book, Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang, a 
reader’s history of the boom in British thrillers, is published to 
coincide with CrimeFest.
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Gunnar Staalesen comes from Bergen, 
Norway. His series about the PI Varg Veum is 
published in twenty-four countries, has sold 
over four million copies, and spawned twelve 
film adaptations. He has won three Golden 
Pistols, including the Prize of Honour. Wolves 
in the Dark (2017, translator Don Bartlett) is 

the third book in the series published by Orenda Books, after 
We Shall Inherit the Wind and Where Roses Never Die, his 
eighth in UK. Website: www.vargveum.no

J.G. Sinclair was born in Glasgow, Scotland. 
He is the author of the novels Seventy Times 
Seven and Blood Whispers and his new novel 
Walk in Silence is out in July. As an actor, he 
has been nominated for a BAFTA for Best 
Newcomer to a Leading Film Role and his first 
outing in London’s West End won him a Best 
Actor Olivier award. He lives in Surrey with 

his wife and their two children.

Barbara Fagan Speake is the author 
of the four set Scottish Detective Annie 
Macpherson series set in Connecticut, where 
the author was born and raised. She has lived 
in the UK since the 1970s and was a consultant 
clinical psychologist and senior manager 
in the NHS before she retired. She has also 
published a standalone novel and a collection 

of short stories and flash fiction. The fifth Annie novel will be 
published in 2017. Website: www.barbarafaganspeake.com

Michael Stanley is the 
writing team of Michael 
Sears and Stanley Trollip. 
Stanley was an educational 
psychologist, and is a pilot. 
Michael specialises in image 
processing and remote 

sensing, and teaches at the University of the Witwatersrand. 
Their Detective Kubu series, set in Botswana, has been 
shortlisted for numerous awards, including the CWA Debut 
Dagger, ITW and the Edgar, and Death of the Mantis won 
the Barry Award. They live in South Africa. Website: www.
detectivekubu.com

Sarah Stovell was born in 1977 and 
spent most of her life in the Home Counties 
before a season working in a remote North 
Yorkshire youth hostel made her realise she 
was a northerner at heart. She now lives in 
Northumberland with family, and is a lecturer 
in Creative Writing at Lincoln University. 
Her debut psychological thriller, Exquisite, 

published in June, is set in the Lake District. Rights have been 
sold at auction in twelve countries to date.

Ian Sutherland is best known for his 
London-based Brody Taylor series. His novels 
introduce a modern twist to traditional 
police procedural murder investigations 
by immersing the storylines within larger 
cybercrime conspiracies. By partnering 
Met Police rising star, DI Jenny Price, with 
antisocial computer security expert, Brody 

Taylor, Sutherland has created an original and intriguing 
investigative duo. Each complexly plotted novel alarmingly 
reveals how the internet can be exploited against any of us at 
any time. Website: www.ianhsutherland.com

Linda Stratmann is the author of two 
crime fiction series with Victorian settings 
and female sleuths. In the Bayswater murder 
mysteries, young, determined Frances 
Doughty combats both wily criminals and 
prejudice against lady detectives. In Brighton, 
diminutive Mina Scarletti writes ghost 

stories and exposes fraudulent spirit mediums who extort 
money from the vulnerable bereaved. Linda has also written 
biography and true crime, including a history of nineteenth 
century poison murder. Website: www.lindastratmann.com

Andrew Taylor has won the CWA Cartier 
Diamond Dagger, the Historical Dagger (three 
times) and other awards. His books include the 
international bestseller, The American Boy; the 
Roth Trilogy (filmed for TV as Fallen Angel); 
the Dougal and Lydmouth Series; The Silent 
Boy and, most recently, The Times number 

one bestseller The Ashes of London. He is also reviews in the 
Spectator and The Times. See: @andrewjrtaylor. Website: www.
andrew-taylor.co.uk

William Sutton is a novelist, musician 
and Latin teacher. He’s acted in the world’s 
longest play, played cricket for Brazil, and 
has written for radio, stage, and papers. He 
plays bass for chansonnier Philip Jeays. He’s 
appeared at the Edinburgh Festival and High 
Down Prison. In historical mystery Lawless 
and the Devil of Euston Square, Will unearths 

Victorian London’s dirtier side. Lawless and the Flowers of Sin 
was among Mail on Sunday’s Books of 2016. Website: www.
william-sutton.co.uk

C.L. Taylor is the Sunday Times bestselling 
author of four psychological thrillers – The 
Accident, The Lie, The Missing and The Escape. 
Her books have been shortlisted for several 
Dead Good awards, published in twenty-one 
countries and have sold a million copies in the 
UK alone. The Lie has been optioned for TV 
by The Forge who produced National Treasure 

featuring Robbie Coltrane. Cally lives in Bristol with her 
partner and young son. Website: www.cltaylorauthor.com



Lesley Thomson’s novel A Kind of 
Vanishing won The People’s Book Prize in 
2010. The Detective’s Daughter, (2013), sold 
over 500,000 copies and was Sainsbury’s Ebook 
2013. Ghost Girl, second in The Detective’s 
Daughter series (2014) was followed by The 
Detective’s Secret (2015) The House with No 
Rooms (2016) and The Dog Walker (2017). 

Lesley teaches on the Creative Writing MA at West Dean 
College. She lives in Lewes with her partner. Website: www.
lesleythomson.co.uk

David Thorne began working as a writer 
in advertising, before writing comedy shows 
for the BBC and Channel 4. His novel-writing 
career began after he moved to Essex, finding 
inspiration among the Range Rovers and 
murky wealth to launch his crime trilogy 
featuring lawyer Daniel Connell. His latest 
novel is a psychological thriller called Troll, 

due for release in June. Website: www.davidthornecri.me

G.X. Todd is a librarian from the West 
Midlands who drives a 35ft long library van 
around the Black Country. Defender, Todd’s 
debut and a UK hardback bestseller, is an 
imaginative thriller that draws on influences 
from Stephen King, John Wyndham and Neil 
Gaiman to create a new world – where the 
biggest threat mankind faces is from the voices 

inside your own head. Website: www.gxtodd.com

When Mary Torjussen took voluntary 
redundancy from teaching, she realised 
this was her chance to take time out and try 
to write a novel that would be published. 
The gamble paid off; just as her money was 
running out, her psychological suspense novel 
Gone Without a Trace was taken on by Kate 

Burke who immediately sold it to Headline. Cue great relief! 
Her next novel, The Girl I Used To Be, is to be published in 
November 2017. 

Robert Thorogood is the creator of 
the BBC1 TV show Death in Paradise and 
has been in love with Golden Age murder 
mysteries his whole life. While he still 
writes for the TV show (the seventh series 
is currently filming in the Caribbean), he 
now also writes standalone Death in Paradise 

murder mystery novels featuring the show’s first detective, D.I. 
Richard Poole. The third novel, Death Knocks Twice, will be 
published in June 2017.

Simon Toyne is the Sunday Times 
bestselling author of the Sanctus trilogy – 
Sanctus, The Key and The Tower – and the 
Solomon Creed series – Solomon Creed and 
The Boy Who Saw (out in June 2017.) His 
books have been translated into twenty-seven 
languages and published in over seventy 
countries. Website: www.simontoyne.net

Finnish Antti Tuomainen is the award-
winning author of six novels, including The 
Mine, Dark as My Heart and the forthcoming 
The Man Who Died. Antti has been awarded 
the Clue Award for Best Finnish Crime Novel 
of the Year, he has been nominated for the 
Petrona Award and his books have been 
published in twenty-eight countries. Two of 

his novels are in development for feature films. Antti lives in 
Helsinki, Finland with his wonderful wife Anu. Website: www.
anttituomainen.com
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Sarah Ward is the author of two DC Childs 
novels, In Bitter Chill and A Deadly Thaw, set 
in the Derbyshire Peak District where she lives. 
Her third book in the series, A Patient Fury, is 
out in September. On her blog, Crimepieces 
(www.crimepieces.com), she reviews the best 
of current crime fiction published around the 

world. She is a judge for the Petrona Award for Scandinavian 
translated crime novels. Website: www.crimepieces.com

Luca Veste is the author of the Murphy & 
Rossi series, which includes the bestselling 
debut Dead Gone. His forthcoming novel, The 
Bone Keeper, is a standalone thriller. He is of 
Italian and Liverpudlian heritage and studied 
psychology and criminology at university in 
Liverpool. His novels are also set in Liverpool, 
bringing the city to life in a dark and terrifying 

manner...with just a splash of Scouse humour.

Matt Wesolowski is from Newcastle-
Upon-Tyne. He is an English tutor for children 
in care and leads Cuckoo Young Writers 
creative writing workshops for young people 
in association with New Writing North. His 
writing career began with horror and Matt was 
a winner of the ‘Pitch Perfect’ competition at 
Bloody Scotland Crime Writing Festival 2015. 

His debut crime novel Six Stories was published by Orenda 
in the spring of 2017. Website: www.mjwesolowskiauthor.
wordpress.com

Timothy Williams was born in London 
and now lives in the French Caribbean. He 
taught in Italy and used the political tensions 
of the period 1978–1996 as the background to 
his Commissario Trotti novels. The sixth and 
last novel, The Second Day of the Renaissance, 
will be published in May 2017 by Soho Press; 

the story is loosely based on the violent death of anti-Mafia 
journalist Mauro Rostagno murdered in Sicily in 1988. 
Website: www.timothywilliamsbooks.com

Kevin Wignall is the bestselling author 
of seven novels, a young-adult trilogy and 
a number of acclaimed short stories. One 
of his stories (Retrospective) and one of his 
novels (The Hunter’s Prayer) have been turned 
into films, and he’s been shortlisted for the 
Edgar and Barry Awards (for Who is Conrad 
Hirst?), and the CWA Short Story Dagger (for 

Retrospective). Website: www.kevinwignall.com

Robert Wilson has written fourteen novels: 
four West African noir, two WW2 Lisbon, four 
psychological crime novels set in Seville, and 
four international thrillers featuring kidnap 
consultant, Charles Boxer. A Small Death 
in Lisbon won the 1999 CWA Gold Dagger. 
The first two Seville books were filmed by 
Sky Atlantic in 2012. Capital Punishment was 

nominated for the 2013 Ian Fleming Steel Dagger. Hear No 
Lies will be published in Germany and Norway. Website: www.
robert-wilson.eu

Born near Hull, David Young lives in 
Twickenham. His debut Stasi Child won the 
2016 CWA Endeavour Historical Dagger, and 
was longlisted for the Theakstons Old Peculier 
Crime Novel of the Year. Stasi Child was an 
official top twenty paperback bestseller, selling 
more than 60,000 copies internationally, with 
rights sold to eleven territories. The follow-up 

Stasi Wolf was published in February 2017 with three more 
novels recently signed by Bonnier in a six-figure deal. Website: 
www.stasichild.com

Andrew Wilson is the highly acclaimed 
author of biographies of Patricia Highsmith, 
Sylvia Plath, Harold Robbins and Alexander 
McQueen. His first novel, The Lying Tongue, 
was published in 2007. In 2004 he won an 
Edgar for Beautiful Shadow: A Life of Patricia 
Highsmith. A Talent for Murder (Simon & 
Schuster) is the first in a series of crime novels 

featuring Agatha Christie. The book has been optioned by 
Origin Pictures. Website: www.andrewwilsonauthor.co.uk

Felicia Yap grew up in Kuala Lumpur. 
She has written for The Economist and 
The Business Times. She has also been a 
radioactive-cell biologist, a war historian, a 
Cambridge lecturer, a technology journalist, 
a theatre critic, a flea-market trader and a 
catwalk model. Felicia lives in London and is a 
graduate of the Faber Academy’s novel-writing 

programme. Her debut thriller Yesterday will be published 
around the world in August 2017. Website: www.feliciayap.
com

The comments and views expressed by interviewers, 
interviewees and panellists during CrimeFest are their own 

and do not necessarily reflect those of the organisers.
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TITANBOOKS.COM

LAWLESS AND 
THE HOUSE OF 
ELECTRICITY
WILLIAM SUTTON

The third part in 
the fantastic series 
described as “First-rate 
Victorian crime fi ction” 
by The Herald

Out June • £7.99

TWO LOST BOYS
L. F. ROBERTSON

“From cell blocks to 
courtrooms, Two Lost 
Boys takes you on an 
exciting journey” Gayle 
Lynds, New York Times 
bestselling author of 
The Assassins

Out Now • £7.99

FOLLOW ME 
DOWN
SHERRI SMITH

“This engrossing page 
turner will keep you 
guessing right up to 
the delicious ending” 
Diane Chamberlain, 
bestselling author of 
The Silent Sister

Out Now • £7.99

THE KILLING BAY
CHRIS OULD

The second thrilling part 
of the Faroes series. 
“A winner. For fans 
of Elizabeth George 
and Henning Mankell” 
Booklist on The Blood 
Strand 

Out Now • £7.99

FATAL MUSIC
PETER MORFOOT

Don’t miss the stunning 
follow up to the highly 
acclaimed Impure 
Blood. “Engrossing...
An auspicious debut” 
Publishers Weekly on 
Impure Blood

Out Now • £7.99

THE VINYL 
DETECTIVE 
THE RUN-OUT GROOVE
ANDREW CARTMELL

“Like an old 45rpm 
record, this book 
crackles with brilliance” 
David Quantick creator 
of Veep

Out Now • £7.99

31829 Crime and Thriller ad for Crimefest.indd   1 08/02/2017   16:39



12.00–18.00: MERCHANT FOYER – REGISTRATION

MERCHANT 1 COLLEGE 5

13.30–14.20

DEBuT AuTHORS: AN INfuSION Of fRESH 
BLOOD

• Steph Broadribb                • Mary Torjussen
• David Coubrough             • Lucy V. Hay
Moderator: Karen Robinson

14.40–15.30

SHHHHHHHHHH!: KEEPING SECRETS AND 
TELLING LIES

• Julia Crouch                     • Susan Moody
• Lucy Dawson                   • Rod Reynolds
Moderator: Valentina ‘V.M.’ Giambanco

TRADITIONAL MYSTERIES: HOW COSY CAN 
MuRDER BE?

• Cathy Ace                             • Ruth Dudley Edwards       
• R.M. Cartmel                        • Hans Olav Lahlum*
Participating Moderator: Andrew Taylor

15.50–16.40

THE HuNTER HuNTED: RuNNING fOR YOuR 
LIfE

• Stefan Ahnhem                 • Felix Francis
• Paul Finch                         • Antti Tuomainen
Participating Moderator: L.A. Larkin

WHAT ARE YOu HIDING?: THE DARK SIDE Of 
HuMAN NATuRE

• Johana Gustawsson              • Doug Johnstone
• Jørn Lier Horst                     • Luke McCallin
Participating moderator: Michael Stanley (Stanley Trollip)

17.00–17.50

AuTHORS REMEMBERED
• Jane Corry (on R.F. Delderfield)
• John Lawton (on Oliver Bleeck)
• Sarah Ward (Elizabeth Daly)
• Andrew Wilson (on Patricia Highsmith)
Participating moderator: Martin Edwards (on Lionel 
Davidson)

TWISTS AND TuRNS: WHO CAN YOu TRuST?
• Malin Persson Giolito          • J.S. Monroe
• Catherine Ryan Howard       • Felicia Yap
Participating Moderator: Fergus McNeill

20.00–21.30 CRIMEfEST Pub Quiz, with crime writer and critic Peter Guttridge as your quiz inquisitor. Prizes to be won! 
Location: Palm Court
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LAWLESS AND 
THE HOUSE OF 
ELECTRICITY
WILLIAM SUTTON

The third part in 
the fantastic series 
described as “First-rate 
Victorian crime fi ction” 
by The Herald

Out June • £7.99

TWO LOST BOYS
L. F. ROBERTSON

“From cell blocks to 
courtrooms, Two Lost 
Boys takes you on an 
exciting journey” Gayle 
Lynds, New York Times 
bestselling author of 
The Assassins

Out Now • £7.99

FOLLOW ME 
DOWN
SHERRI SMITH

“This engrossing page 
turner will keep you 
guessing right up to 
the delicious ending” 
Diane Chamberlain, 
bestselling author of 
The Silent Sister

Out Now • £7.99

THE KILLING BAY
CHRIS OULD

The second thrilling part 
of the Faroes series. 
“A winner. For fans 
of Elizabeth George 
and Henning Mankell” 
Booklist on The Blood 
Strand 

Out Now • £7.99

FATAL MUSIC
PETER MORFOOT

Don’t miss the stunning 
follow up to the highly 
acclaimed Impure 
Blood. “Engrossing...
An auspicious debut” 
Publishers Weekly on 
Impure Blood

Out Now • £7.99

THE VINYL 
DETECTIVE 
THE RUN-OUT GROOVE
ANDREW CARTMELL

“Like an old 45rpm 
record, this book 
crackles with brilliance” 
David Quantick creator 
of Veep

Out Now • £7.99

31829 Crime and Thriller ad for Crimefest.indd   1 08/02/2017   16:39
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MERCHANT 1 COLLEGE 5 MERCHANT 3

9.00–
9.50

DEBuT AuTHORS: AN INfuSION 
Of fRESH BLOOD

• Malin Persson Giolito
• Matthew Richardson
• G.X. Todd
• Matt Wesolowski
Moderator: Karen Robinson

HOW MANY DEATHS?: THE 
APPEAL Of SERIAL KILLERS IN 
CRIME fICTION

• James Carol
• Helen Fields
• Mark Roberts
• Leigh Russell
Participating Moderator: Paul Finch IN THE SPOTLIGHT SESSIONS

10:10 – 10:30  Jane Finnis
Snow White And Red Riding Hood, 
Shocking Tales From The Nursery
10:40 – 11:00  Candy Denman
Changing Style: From Script Writing 
To Novels
11:20 – 11:40  Sam Carrington
When Murderer Becomes Muse: 
Inspiration From Working With 
Prisoners
11:50 – 12:10  Amanda Robson 
Toxic Relationships: In Fact And 
Fiction
12:30 – 12:50  Paddy Magrane
How Being A Psychotherapist Helps 
Me Write Crime
13:00 – 13:20  Anja de Jager
Strong Female Characters - Writing 
The Lotte Meerman Series 
(Spotlights end)

**COLLEGE 1**

10.10–
11.00

TICKING CLOCKS: A RACE 
AGAINST TIME
 • C.J. Box
 • Adam Hamdy
 • Marnie Riches
 • Zoë Sharp
Participating Moderator: M.R. Hall 

PARTNERS IN CRIME: MALE/
fEMALE POLICE DuOS

• Sarah Hilary
• Anne Randall
• Stav Sherez
• Luca Veste
Participating Moderator: Sarah Ward 

11.20–
12.10

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS: WHEN 
DOMESTIC BECOMES NOIR

 • Jane Corry
 • Lisa Hall
 • Michael J. Malone
 • Mary Torjussen
Participating Moderator: Julia Crouch

DEADLY SERIOuS?: SHADES Of 
DARK AND LIGHT IN CRIME 
fICTION

• Pete Adams
• Nev ‘N.J.’ Fountain
• Mario Giordano*
• Andrew Taylor
Participating Moderator: Ruth Dudley Edwards

12.30–
13.20

POWER CORRuPTS: WHO CAN 
YOu TuRN TO?

• Nadia Dalbuono
• Peter Morfoot
• Daniel Pembrey
• Michael Stanley (Stanley Trollip)
Participating Moderator: Peter Guttridge

I REMEMBER IT WELL: WRITING 
ABOuT EvENTS IN YOuR 
READERS’ LIfETIMES

• David Coubrough
• Elly Griffiths
• J.M. Gulvin
• Hans Olav Lahlum^
Participating Moderator: Hugh Fraser

13.40–
14.30

CAT AND MOuSE: PLAYING WITH 
YOuR READERS

• R.M. Cartmel
• Mason Cross
• Chris Curran
• J.G. Sinclair
Participating Moderator: Emma Kavanagh

HAPPY ENDINGS: DO WE NEED 
THEM?

• Kjell Ola Dahl
• Kati Hiekkapelto
• Steve Mosby
• Kevin Wignall
Participating Moderator: Caro Ramsay

GENRE JuMPING: CROSSING 
BOuNDARIES

• Ray Clark
• Sarah Pinborough
• Yrsa Sigurðardóttir
• G.X. Todd
Participating Moderator: David Penny

14.50–
15.40

WuNDERBAR! THE HIDDEN 
WONDERS Of THE GERMAN 
KRIMI

• Mario Giordano*
• Merle Kröger*
• Volker Kutscher*
• Melanie Raabe*
Participating Moderator: Kat Hall

NIGHTMARES AND TRAuMA: 
PuTTING YOuR CHARACTERS 
THROuGH THE MILL

• Lucy Cameron
• Matthew Frank
• Matt Johnson
• Colette McBeth
Participating Moderator: Michael J. Malone

YOu ARE NOT ALONE: GIvING 
YOuR PROTAGONIST fAMILY 
AND fRIENDS
• Louise Beech
• Thomas Enger
• Gunnar Staalesen
• C.L. Taylor
Participating Moderator: Lucy V. Hay

16.00–
16.50

BRING LAWYERS, GuNS AND 
MONEY: IT MIGHT BE LEGAL, 
BuT IS IT JuST?

• W.H.S. McIntyre
• Simon Michael
• Peter Murphy
• David Thorne
Participating Moderator: Thomas Mogford

OBSESSION: PASSION, MANIA, OR 
SIMPLE ENTHuSIASM?

• Cass Green
• Claire Kendal
• Sarah Stovell
• Lesley Thomson
Participating Moderator: Stav Sherez

PROvING YOuRSELf: WHEN 
YOuR PROTAGONIST GOES 
THAT ExTRA MILE

• Johana Gustawsson
• Kate London
• Caro Ramsay
• David Young
Participating Moderator: Jane Casey 

17.10–
18.00

PARENTING 101: WHEN 
YOuR PROTAGONIST HAS 
COMMITMENTS

• Steph Broadribb
• J.M. Gulvin
• Sanjida Kay
• Mary-Jane Riley
Participating Moderator: Quentin Bates

JOuRNALISTS: CHARACTERS 
WHO TELL STORIES fOR A 
LIvING

• Anne Coates
• Walter Lucius
• Antti Tuomainen
• Matt Wesolowski
Participating Moderator: Rod Reynolds

THE GOOD OLD DAYS: 
THE RICH TAPESTRY Of 
HISTORICAL CRIME fICTION

• Mary Andrea Clarke
• Antonia Hodgson
• Volker Kutscher*
• Luke McCallin
Participating Moderator: Kate Ellis

18.30–
19.30 CrimeFest hosts the Crime Writers’ Association’s Dagger Announcement Reception: Palm Court, all Full Pass holders welcome

19.30–
20.30 Orion Drinks Reception with Steve Cavanagh, Mason Cross & Steve Mosby: Palm Court, all Full Pass holders welcome

*with thanks to the Goethe-Institut London / ^With thanks to the Norwegian Embassy and Norla





8.30–5.00: MERCHANT FOYER – REGISTRATION
MERCHANT 1 COLLEGE 5 COLLEGE 1

9.00–
9.50

DEBuT AuTHORS: AN 
INfuSION Of fRESH BLOOD

• Bill Beverly
• Lucy Cameron
• Nuala Ellwood
• Walter Lucius
Moderator: Jake Kerridge

WHAT MAKES THE STRAITLACED 
vICTORIANS A CRIMINAL 
GOLDMINE?

• Diana Bretherick
• Alis Hawkins
• Linda Stratmann
• William Sutton
Participating Moderator: David Stuart 
Davies 

A LITTLE BIT CREEPY: SCARING 
YOuR READERS WITH DEATH

• Kate Ellis
• Kate Griffin
• Tom Harper
• Sarah Pinborough
Participating Moderator: Elly Griffiths

10.10–
11.00

WHAT’S MY SuB-GENRE?: 
THE MANY fACES Of CRIME 
fICTION 

• Parker Bilal
• Christopher Fowler
• Felix Francis
• Barbara Nadel
Participating Moderator: Cathy Ace 

MAvERICKS, MISfITS AND 
MISCREANTS

• Stefan Ahnhem
• Hugh Fraser
• Ragnar Jónasson
• Melanie Raabe*
Participating Moderator: Mason Cross

PAST AND PRESENT: SKIPPING 
THROuGH TIME TO CREATE A 
STORY

• Claire Douglas
• Michael Ridpath
• John Gordon Sinclair
• Gunnar Staalesen
Participating Moderator: Steve Mosby

11.20–
12.10

THE MODERN POLICE 
PROCEDuRAL: ARE WE REALLY 
THE GOOD GuYS AND GIRLS?

• Sharon Bolton
• Valentina ‘V.M.’ Giambanco
• Elizabeth Haynes
• Fergus McNeill
Participating Moderator: Alison 
Bruce

ITW PANEL: KEEPING IT REAL: 
REALISM AND BELIEvABILITY IN 
THRILLERS

• Quentin Bates
• Chris Ewan
• L.A. Larkin 
• J.F. Penn
Participating Moderator: Simon Toyne
In association with the International Thriller Writers

HOW DO YOu CHOOSE WHERE 
THE fACTS END AND THE 
fICTION STARTS?

• Paul Hardisty
• Thomas Mogford
• Linda Stratmann
• Robert Thorogood
Participating Moderator: Tom Harper

12.30–
13.20

fEATuRED GuEST AuTHOR:
PETER LOvESEY
Interviewer: Martin Edwards

SPYING fOR A LIvING: WHAT 
MAKES A GOOD SPY?

• Mick Herron
• John Lawton
• Matthew Richardson
• James Silvester
Participating Moderator: Michael Ridpath

THE LIvES Of OTHERS: WHEN 
YOuR PROTAGONIST IS A CLASSIC

• David Stuart Davies
• Alison Joseph
• Cavan Scott
• Andrew Wilson
Participating Moderator: Peter Guttridge

13.40–
14.30

HIGHLIGHTED GuESTS:
TOM ADAMS & JOHN CuRRAN:
ILLuSTRATING AGATHA 
CHRISTIE AND BEYOND
Interviewer:  Jake Kerridge

AMERICAN NOIR
• Bill Beverly
• C.J. Box
• Chris Petit
• Robert Wilson
Participating Moderator: Barry Forshaw

ANGELS AND DEMONS: WRITING 
THE SPECTRuM Of GOOD AND BAD

• Torkil Damhaug^
• Martin Edwards
• Chris Ewan
• M.R. Hall
Participating Moderator: Kevin Wignall

14.50–
15.40

**KINGS ROOM**
fEATuRED GuEST AuTHOR:
ANTHONY HOROWITZ
Interviewer: Barry Forshaw

16.00–
16.50

2017 DIAMOND DAGGER 
WINNER: ANN CLEEvES
Interviewer: Jake Kerridge
In association with the CWA

17.00–
17.50

**MERCHANT 1** ESCAPING THE SHADOWS Of THE 
PAST: WHEN YOuR PROTAGONIST 
CAN’T fORGET

• Katerina Diamond
• Thomas Enger
• Ragnar Jónasson
• Simon Toyne
Participating Moderator: Elizabeth 
Haynes

RISKING IT ALL: HOW fAR 
WOuLD YOuR CHARACTERS 
GO?

• Kjell Ola Dahl
• Torkil Damhaug^
• Jørn Lier Horst
• Kate Medina
Participating Moderator: Sharon Bolton

18.00–
19.30 HarperCollins HQ Pre-Gala Dinner Reception (all full Pass holders welcome).

19.30 Kings Room: CRIMEfEST Awards Dinner (ticket holders only)
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*With thanks to the Goethe-Institut London / ^With thanks to the Norwegian Embassy and Norla



April 27 —April 29, 2018 

Malice Domestic 30 
Bethesda North Marriott Hotel & Conference Center,  

Bethesda, Maryland, USA 

Join our honorees… 

Visit our informative website for all the latest news: 
www.MaliceDomestic.org 

or contact MDRegServices@gmail.com 
Now taking credit cards for registration. 

We expect more than 190 authors 

Come join hundreds of mystery authors and fans! 

Amelia  
Award 

David Suchet 

Fan Guest 
of Honor 

Janet Blizard 

Malice 
Remembers 

Robin Hathaway 

Lifetime 
Achievement 

Nancy Pickard 

Guest of  
Honor 

Louise Penny 

Toastmaster 
Catriona 

McPherson 



9.30–1.30: MERCHANT FOYER – REGISTRATION
MERCHANT 1 COLLEGE 5

9.30–10.20

CAPITAL CRIMES: LONDON AS LOCATION
• Sheila Bugler
• Jane Casey
• Alison Joseph
• Tara Moore
Participating Moderator: Christopher Fowler

THE INDIE ALTERNATIvE
• A.A. Abbott
• David Clarke
• Barbara Fagan Speake
• Ian Sutherland
Participating Moderator: Zoë Sharp

10.40–11.30

THE ICE QuEENS COMETH – ICELAND’S  
QuEENS Of CRIME 

• Jónína Leósdóttir
• Solveig Pálsdóttir
• Lilja Sigurðardóttir
• Yrsa Sigurðardóttir
Participating Moderator: Barry Forshaw

SHORT STORIES – MOTIvES fOR MuRDER
• Ann Cleeves
• Janet Laurence
• Peter Lovesey
• Susan Moody
Participating Moderator: Martin Edwards

11.50–12.40

WAR CRIMES: CRIME fICTION IN A TIME Of 
STRIfE 

• Stephen Davis
• Nuala Elwood
• Chris Petit
• Robert Wilson
Participating Moderator: Paul Hardisty

GETTING POLITICAL: CRIME fICTION IN A 
POST-TRuTH WORLD

• Parker Bilal
• Nadia Dalbuono
• Kati Hiekkapelto
• Timothy Williams
Participating Moderator: Barbara Nadel

1.00–1.50

AMERICAN NOIR vS vINTAGE BRITISH 
THRILLERS

• Barry Forshaw
• Mike Ripley
Refereed by Peter Guttridge
Win a pair of 2018 Crimefest passes and more!
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CRIMINAL CALENDAR
HARROGATE CRIME WRITING FESTIVAL

20-23 July, 2017
Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate

http://harrogateinternationalfestivals.com/
crime-writing-festival

ST HILDA’S CRIME & MYSTERY WEEKEND
18-20 August, 2017

St. Hilda’s College, Oxford
development.office@st-hildas.ox.ac.uk

https://mysteryandcrime2017.eventbrite.co.uk

BLOODY SCOTLAND
8-10 September, 2017

Stirling
www.bloodyscotland.com 

NoirWich Crime Writing Festival
14-17 September, 2017

Norwich 
https://noirwich.co.uk

BOUCHERCON
World Mystery Convention

12-15 October, 2017 
New Orleans, Louisiana

www.bouchercon2016.com

MAGNA CUM MURDER XXIII
20-22 October, 2017

Indianapolis, Indiana, USA
www.magnacummurder.com

HULL NOIR
17-19 November, 2017

Hull
www.hullnoir.com

LEFT COAST CRIME
22-25 March, 2018

Reno, Nevada 
www.leftcoastcrime.org

MALICE DOMESTIC 30
27-29 April, 2018 

Bethesda, Maryland, USA
www.malicedomestic.org

 
CRIMEFEST

17-20 May, 2018
Bristol

www.crimefest.com 

Panel and Events Schedule     Sunday, 21 M
ay 2017
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PROUD SPONSORS OF CRIMEFEST 2017

THE 2017 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS
Winners will be announced at the CRIMEFEST Gala Dinner on Saturday, 20 May.

Awards

Audible SOUNDS OF CRIME AWARD     

eDUNNIT AWARD
The Kobo eDunnit Award is for the best crime fiction ebook first published in both hardcopy and in electronic format 
in the British Isles in 2016. Courtesy of sponsor Kobo, the winning author receives £500 and a Bristol Blue Glass 
commemorative award.

Nominees for the eDunnit Award: 
– Linwood Barclay for The Twenty–Three (Orion Publishing Group)
– Steph Broadribb for Deep Down Dead (Orenda Books)
– Michael Connelly for The Wrong Side of Goodbye (Orion Publishing Group)
– Ragnar Jonasson for Blackout (Orenda Books)
– Laura Lippman for Wilde Lake (Faber & Faber)
– Ian Rankin for Rather Be the Devil (Orion Publishing Group)
– Andrew Taylor for The Ashes of London (HarperFiction)
– L.C. Tyler for Cat Among the Herrings (Allison & Busby)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and a team of British crime fiction reviewers voted to establish the 
shortlist and the winning title.      

Continued...
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The Audible Sounds of Crime Award is for the best unabridged crime audiobook first published in the UK in 2016 
in both printed and audio formats, and available for download from audible.co.uk, Britain’s largest provider of 
downloadable audiobooks. Courtesy of sponsor Audible UK, the winning author and audiobook reader(s) share the 
£1,000 prize equally and each receives a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award. 

Nominees for Best Unabridged Crime Audiobook: 
– Rachel Abbott for Kill Me Again, read by Lisa Coleman (Bolinda/Audible)
– Fiona Barton for The Widow, read by Clare Corbett (Bolinda/Audible)
– Clare Mackintosh for I See You, read by Rachel Atkins (Hachette Audio/Isis)
– Holly Seddon for Try Not to Breathe, read by Jot Davies, Lucy Middleweek & Katy Sobey (Bolinda)
– Ben Aaronovitch for The Hanging Tree, read by Kobna Holdbrook-Smith (Orion Publishing Group) 
– Lee Child for Night School, read by Jeff Harding (Transworld Digital)
– Anthony Horowitz for Magpie Murders, read by Allan Corduner & Samantha Bond (Orion Publishing Group) 
– Peter May for Coffin Road, read by Peter Forbes (Riverrun)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and Audible UK listeners established the shortlist and the winning title.





LAST LAUGH AWARD
The Last Laugh Award is for the best humorous crime novel first published in the British Isles in 2016. The winner 
receives a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award.

Last Laugh Nominees
– Ken Bruen & Jason Starr for PIMP (Hardcase Crime)
– John Dufresne for I Don’t Like Where This Is Going (Serpent’s Tail)
– Judith Flanders for A Cast of Vultures (Allison & Busby)
– Mick Herron for Real Tigers (John Murray)
– Carl Hiaasen for Razor Girl (Sphere)
– Vaseem Khan for The Perplexing Theft of the Jewel in the Crown (Hodder & Stoughton)
– L.C. Tyler for Cat Among the Herrings (Allison & Busby)
– Chris Whitaker for Tall Oaks (Twenty7)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and a team of British crime fiction reviewers voted to establish the 
shortlist and the winning title.
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H.R.F. KEATING AWARD
The H.R.F. Keating Award is for the best biographical or critical book related to crime fiction first published in the British 
Isles in 2016. H.R.F. ‘Harry’ Keating was one of Britain’s most esteemed crime novelists, and a renowned reviewer and 
writer of books about crime fiction. The winning author receives a commemorative Bristol Blue Glass award.

H.R.F. Keating Award Nominees
– Mark Aldridge for Agatha Christie on Screen (Palgrave Macmillan)
– J.C. Berthnal for Queering Agatha Christie (Palgrave Macmillan)
– Barry Forshaw for Brit Noir (No Exit Press)
– Rachel Franks & Alistair Rolls for Crime Uncovered: Private investigator (Intellect)
– Katharina Hall for Crime Fiction in German: Der Krimi (University of Wales Press)
– Megan Hoffman for Gender and Representation in British ‘Golden Age’ Crime Fiction (Palgrave Macmillan)
– Elizabeth Mannion for The Contemporary Irish Detective Novel (Palgrave Macmillan)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and a team of British crime fiction reviewers voted to establish the 
shortlist and the winning title.

THE 2017 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS
Winners will be announced at the CRIMEFEST Gala Dinner on Saturday, 20 May.

Awards

Continued...
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THE 2017 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS
Winners will be announced at the CRIMEFEST Gala Dinner on Saturday, 20 May.

Awards

BEST CRIME NOVEL FOR CHILDREN (8–12)
The Best Crime Novel for Children Award is for the best children’s novel (8–12) related to crime fiction first published in 
the British Isles in 2016. The winning author receives a commemorative Bristol Blue Glass award.

Best Crime Novel for Children (8–12) Nominees
– Lyn Gardner for Rose Campion and The Stolen Secret (Nosy Crow)
– Fleur Hitchcock for Murder In Midwinter (Nosy Crow)
– Gareth P. Jones for The Thornthwaite Betrayal (Piccadilly Press)
– Tom McLaughlin for The Accidental Secret Agent (Oxford University Press)
– Robin Stevens for Murder Most Unladylike: Jolly Foul Play (Puffin)
– Robin Stevens for Murder Most Unladylike: Mistletoe and Murder (Puffin)
– Harriet Whitehorn for Violet and the Smugglers (Simon & Schuster)
– Katherine Woodfine for The Mystery of the Jewelled Moth (Egmont)

 Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and a team of British reviewers of children’s fiction voted to establish the 
shortlist and the winning title.

BEST CRIME NOVEL FOR YOUNG ADULTS (12–16)
The Best Crime Novel for Young Adults is for the best children’s novel (12–16) related to crime fiction first published in 
the British Isles in 2016. The winning author receives a commemorative Bristol Blue Glass award.

Best Crime Novel for Young Adults (12–16) Nominees
– Leigh Bardugo for Crooked Kingdom (Hachette Children’s Group)
– Kerry Drewery for Cell 7 (Hot Key Books)
– John Grisham for Theodore Boone: The Scandal (Hodder & Stoughton)
– Erin Lange for Rebel, Bully, Geek, Pariah (Faber & Faber)
– Patrice Lawrence for Orangeboy (Hachette Children’s Group)
– Simon Mason for Kid Got Shot (David Fickling Books)
– Simon Mayo for Blame (Penguin)
– Eliza Wass for In The Dark, In The Woods (Hachette Children’s Group)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and a team of British reviewers of young adult fiction voted to establish 
the shortlist and the winning title.



@BRISTOLMARRIOTT

@BRSRY

College Green Bristol,  BS1 5TA
+441179255100

Bristol Marriott Royal Hotel

Stay in one our luxurious bedrooms, enjoy a refreshing swim in our indoor pool, or a soothing massage at our hotel's luxury spa.
Before you get on your way, why not savour the delights by enjoying a delicious meal in our Restaurant.

Whether you're traveling to Bristol for business or pleasure, we promise you'll find exactly what you need at the Bristol Marriott
Royal Hotel.

Come back and stay with us to visit the beautiful sites of Bristol.

W E  H O P E  T O  S E E  Y O U
A G A I N  S O O N !




