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Writing Nordic noir in
the land of midnight sun

Mike
Myers
wants you to
show us your
Canada!

oslo/istock

CRIMe

Anne Holt’s
newest book is
being released
this summer
Laura
Boast

Metro | Toronto
Scandinavian crime novels
have a special appeal to nonNordic readers. Densely atmospheric, a sub-Arctic chill creeps
into the stories and darkness
descends on the characters
like winter twilight.
They have their own genre:
Nordic Noir. Stieg Larsson’s
original Millenium Trilogy is
one of the best known. But
other Scandinavian writers are
getting noticed. Among them:
Anne Holt, currently published
in 25 countries.
Known as the “godmother
of modern Norwegian crime
fiction,” her fictional detective
Hanne Wilhelmsen has been

solving crimes since the ’90s.
Demand for her books soared
four years ago. That’s when her
novel 1222 was shortlisted for
an Edgar Award (like a Pulitzer
prize for crime writers).
Her fifth book — Dead Joker
— comes out in Canada on July
26, with two to follow later
this year.
Metro sat down with Holt at
U.K.’s Crimefest to do a little
detective work on how she
got into crime writing, and
why Nordic Noir is such a phenomenon.
“It’s marketing, hyping,”
says Holt. “Pure luck.”
That would be the assessment of a woman who, like her
character Hanne Wilhelmsen,

is a straight talker. Holt finds
it ironic Stieg Larsson’s books,
which contributed to the craze,
are considered Nordic Noir.
“He wrote in the American
tradition,” she says. “In the
Scandinavian tradition, you
would never have a character
like Liz Salander. She’s like
a modern Marvel character.”
She adds that the crimes she
writes about are more realistic
than those in the Millenium
series. Holt should know. A
lawyer and former journalist,
she was also Norway’s Minister of Justice in the late ’90s.
Her characters, and plots, are
drawn from real life.
Moreover, unlike the Millenium books, Holt doesn’t engage
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in what some call “violence
porn.” There’s only one rape
scene in her 23 books.
“To describe a crime is easy,”
she says. “But to sit down and
write how a victim of sexual
violence feels after that is a
challenge.”
Holt’s Oslo-based heroine
Hanne Wilhelmsen makes her
living getting into people’s
heads, but allows few others
into her own. That’s how readers, and not her colleagues,
come to learn about Hanne’s
relationship with Cecilie.
“She’s just as reluctant to
share that she loves pancake
for breakfast as she is sharing
her sexuality.”
While the real-life author
does not conceal personal details —
 she has a happy family
life with partner Tine Kjæ and
their daughter — Anne Holt
prefers private time. She writes
about four hours a day and
takes 10 weeks of vacation
every summer.
Her characters may know
how to kill, but Anne Holt
knows how to live. So very
Scandinavian.
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Rowling’s latest set in Massachusetts
J.K. Rowling’s latest tale of
wizardry is set atop the mountains in Massachusetts.
The second installment in
a collection called Magic in
North America describes a
secret wizarding school located at the peak of Mount
Greylock in the Berkshires.
The story was published
Tuesday on Rowling’s Pot-

termore site.
The tale, Ilvermorny School
of Witchcraft and Wizardry,
provides the backstory for
the North American school
of magic, founded in the 17th
century.
An orphaned Irish girl
sails across the ocean on the
Mayflower to Massachusetts,
where the school is estab-

lished.
The story is a tie-in to
the upcoming film Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find
Them, scheduled for release
Nov. 18.
The film is an adaptation of
Rowling’s book by the same
name and is the author’s
screenwriting debut.
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