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Books

Searching
in the
shadows

Award-winning author Ian Rankin says “big moral questions” drive the plot lines in his stories.
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CRIME FICTION

A retired
detective with
knack for
solving puzzles
Laura
Boast

Metro | Toronto
Ian Rankin loves Canada.
The award-winning crime
writer and his wife took a
tour of the Maritimes this
fall, with a plan to drop in
on their friends Mary Walsh
and Donald Nichol in St.
John’s. Yes, that Mary Walsh,
a.k.a. Canada’s Warrior Princess Marg Delahunty.
“I’m well-connected,” he
says with a smile.
It’s easy to imagine Rankin’s fictional detective, Insp.
John Rebus, loving Mary
Walsh and the East Coast, too.
Colourful characters, acerbic
wit, and a keen understanding
of the human condition play
large there, just as they do in
Scotland.
The latest installment in the
Rebus series is out this month:
Rather Be The Devil. Metro sat
down with Rankin at U.K.’s
Crimefest to talk about Edinburgh as the setting for the Re-

bus series.
“It always seems to be calm
and rational on the surface,” he
says. “It’s a well-to-do city with
tradition and history. It’s this
living museum.”
But just underneath the polished surface, there’s a gritty
reality of drugs, gangsters, human trafficking and prostitution,
along with social problems related to unemployment.
That contrast of polished surface and criminal underworld
go way back in the Scottish
capital. Rankin says the Jekyll
and Hyde tale was inspired by
a real-life character: William
Brodie. Brodie was a respectable
cabinet-maker and locksmith
in Edinburgh by day. By night,
he used those same skills as a
burglar.
“Edinburgh is like Jekyll and
Hyde,” says Rankin. “It’s two
cities.”
It’s the shadowy side Rebus inhabits. But as much as the shadows go way back in Edinburgh,
police work has evolved for Rebus and his real-life counterparts
in Edinburgh. What used to be
eight regional police divisions is
now one colossal organization:
Police Scotland.
Needless to say, some of
the books’ characters, like the
younger DI Malcolm Fox, chafe
against the involvement of other
investigators parachuted in from
outside the city.

There’s also technological
progress in forensics, like DNA
testing. But real life is nothing
like a CSI episode in Scotland’s
police labs, says Rankin.
“We’ve not got that kind
of machinery,” he says. “We
don’t have the funding for it.
You could send samples to the
States for analysis, but that
would take time.”
It all means that Rebus, who
prefers old-style, instinct-driven
detective work, does well in
his new role in the series as a
consulting detective to his old
colleagues DI Siobhan Clarke
and DI Fox.
Rebus had to retire from the
force at 67, but as a consulting detective he can keep his
hands in things. It’s similar for
Rankin, whose police contacts
have retired.
Even as crime and forensics
evolve, the roots are still the
same.
“The motivations are still the
seven deadly sins,” says Rankin.
“The same question pertains:
Why do humans keep doing
things, bad things to each other?
I’m fascinated by big moral questions and puzzle solving.”
Maybe that’s why his character is named Rebus — a type of
puzzle. The fictional detective
has plenty of life behind him,
and plenty of life still in him,
to solve the mysteries in Edinburgh’s shadows.
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The Hilarious Musical Celebration of Women
omen And The Change!

Great Seats
@ $39.95

Opens
Tomorrow
!

Laugh out loud comedy set to 25 classic hits from the 60’s, 70’s & 80’s!

Music lovers! Animal lovers! Family fun seekers!
Catch ONE-DAY-ONLY events: Ontario Cider Awards Nov 10,
Art Battle Royal Invitational Nov 11 and Boots and Hearts
Rising Star concert Nov 12.

on sale now royalfair.org
Take

and

directly to Exhibition Place.

Toronto
oronto Hit from 2006 -2008 with
513 consecutive shows!
Longest running show to play Vegas!
Rated - Best Girls’ Night Out for
Entertainment!
If you miss it -you’ll regret it!
Tues., Weds., Thurs., Fri., Sat. @ 8pm
Matinee: Weds., Sat., Sun. @ 2pm

Tickets
ets & Special
Discounts
Gr
ounts Groups
8+

CALL:
647-438-5559
ONLINE:

menopausetickets.ca

Al Green Theatre - 750 Spadina Ave., SW Corner Bloor & Spadina
Spadina Subway • EZ Green P Parking • info@thegrouptixcompany.com

