PROUD SPONSORS OF

The International Crime Fiction Convention

12-15 May 2022
Featured Guests

Andrew Child
Ann Cleeves
Martin Edwards
& Robert Goddard
Gala Dinner Toastrix

Zoë Sharp
Ghost of Honour

Dick Francis

with Simon Brett and Felix Francis

Participating Authors include
Steve Cavanagh
Alex Dahl
Thomas Enger
Helen FitzGerald
Barry Forshaw
David Hewson
Jørn Lier Horst
Vaseem Khan

Louise Jensen
Imran Mahmood
Saima Mir
Alex North
Sarah Pinborough
Laura Shepherd-Robinson

Yrsa Sigurðardóttir
Antti Tuomainen

Gala Dinner Presentations for:
Specsavers Debut Crime Novel Award
Audible Sounds of Crime Award
eDunnit Award
H.R.F. Keating Award
Last Laugh Award
Best TV Crime Drama Award
Award for Best Crime Novel for Children
Award for Best Crime Novel for Young Adults

©2019 Specsavers. All rights reserved.

A word from our Sponsor

DAME MARY PERKINS

Co-founder of SpecSavers

Bringing sponsorship into focus
As proud sponsors of CrimeFest 2022, Specsavers is delighted to be supporting a
literary event which caters for both occasional readers and avid fans of the crime
genre. With a host of established and up and coming authors, it’s sure to be a
fantastic four days.
There’s no denying the draw of a crime novel; full of intrigue, suspense and multiple
plot twists, it’s no surprise that the genre is so popular around the world. To have
a convention that is dedicated to crime fiction and which attracts fans from across
the world is testament to its popularity. The fact that it’s here in Bristol is even more
special.
Literary links
The city has a special affinity with Specsavers co-founder Dame Mary Perkins. As
well as being a proud Bristolian, Dame Mary is an avid reader and passionate about
anything that can be done to engage people in literature, celebrate the power of
imagination and reward literary talents.
Specsavers has been a champion of the written word for many years through various sponsorships. These
initiatives, together with its sponsorship of CrimeFest 2022, make perfect sense as good eyesight is essential for
reading and you can’t enjoy an audio book without good hearing.
Community optical and audiology care
A partnership of almost 2,000 locally-run businesses throughout the world, Specsavers is committed to delivering
high quality, affordable optical and audiology care in the communities they serve. This includes thirteen stores in
the Bristol area, all of which are part-owned and managed by its own joint venture partners.
More than one in three people who wear glasses in the UK buy them from Specsavers, with 36 million customers
registered in total. A champion of the National Health Service, of the 22.2 million UK Specsavers customers, 55%
are from the NHS. A home visiting service is also available for those who cannot get to the store unaccompanied.
Looking after your eyes
The importance of making sure you get your eyes tested regularly should not be underestimated. As well as an
essential vision check, your eyes can also reveal a lot about your general health. Unless your vision has changed
though, you might not have given this much thought.
Many conditions have few or even no noticeable symptoms in the early stages. A regular eye test can help identify
and monitor a whole host of issues, including macular degeneration, cataracts, glaucoma, diabetes, and even brain
tumours.
Using the very latest technology, your optician will be able to carry out a thorough examination and identify any
problems that might need attention. Early detection is crucial which is why you should make sure you have a
regular check.
A thorough check
Every eye test at Specsavers is performed to the highest standard. An experienced and highly-trained optometrist
will not only check your prescription and level of vision, but also examine the areas around the eyes to look for
signs of abnormality, injury or disease.
Staff training and experience is complemented with the use of advanced optical technology, including digital
retinal photography to provide a detailed picture of the central and peripheral retina, optic disc and macula. This
allows the optician to build up a picture of how your eyes are changing over time.
Specsavers recommends that you have an eye test every two years. However, in some circumstances, your optician
might suggest you have an eye test more frequently if you:
• have diabetes
• are aged 40 or over and have a family history of glaucoma
• are aged 70 or over
–Dame Mary Perkins is attending CrimeFest, and she will be announcing the Specsavers Debut Crime Novel Award
at the Gala Dinner..
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‘Edwards and Muller
have assembled topnotch talent in this
entertaining anthology
of 20 original short
stories… High-quality
entries from the likes
of Lee Child, Jeffery
Deaver, and Ian Rankin,
as well as from lesserknown authors such as
Bill Beverly, elevate this
above similar volumes.’

– PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
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Welcome
from the Co-HOSTS

It has taken two years. We have been pinching ourselves – and knocking on
wood – these last few months, but finally, CrimeFest is back!
We would not be here if it weren’t for our valued delegates, who either
donated, gifted or transferred their registrations to this year. Our headline
sponsor Specsavers, alongside Audible and HW Fisher, return and continue
their much-appreciated support. We are immensely grateful to all of you!
Sadly, since we last gathered in 2019, much-loved members of the
CrimeFest team have passed away: Heather Cressy and Thalia Proctor. We also
lost regular delegates including Bill Gottfried, June Muller, Jennifer Palmer, and
the author Caroline Todd. They are in our thoughts, and will be sorely missed.
We are thinking, too, of those who are unable to attend, due to shielding or
other reasons.
Even though we have been away, we have kept busy. We continued to present our annual awards,
with thanks to Audible and Specsavers for sponsoring the Sounds of Crime and Debut Crime Novel Awards,
respectively.
And, with the help of publishers and Max Minerva’s Marvellous Books, we have continued to distribute
books to school libraries; this year, a record £5k’s worth.
Also, with the help of Max Minerva and Specsavers’ sponsorship, CrimeFest has organised visits from crime
fiction children’s authors to primary and secondary schools in Bristol. Together, we are additionally hosting an event
this weekend for children; the cost of tickets goes towards the purchase of a book, and each child is also gifted a
second book.
As to our Featured Guests, what a line-up!
Andrew Child makes his first UK appearance under his newly adopted writing name, as he takes on his
brother Lee’s mantle and the Jack Reacher phenomenon (he’s already an acclaimed writer under his real name,
Andrew Grant). Andrew is ensuring that each new instalment continues to hit the #1 slot in the bestseller lists!
Award-winning Ann Cleeves returns as a very welcome guest who is breaking records with three different
book series currently adapted for TV. Her latest is set in the West Country (and partly filmed in Bristol), and her two
stalwart shows – Vera and Shetland – are up for the inaugural CrimeFest Award for Best Adapted TV Crime Series.
For obvious reasons, Robert Goddard and Martin Edwards weren’t able to attend CrimeFest the years they
became the recipients of the Crime Writers’ Association’s Diamond Dagger, awarded for a lifetime contribution to
crime writing (2019 and 2020, respectively). So, we are delighted, and honoured, to have both attend and appear
in conversation.
Zoë Sharp was due to be our Toastrix at the 2020 Gala Awards Dinner. Even if she had not made a very
appreciated appeal for financial support for CrimeFest during Covid, we still would have asked her back!
We are celebrating our first ever Ghost of Honour: Dick Francis. Originally scheduled for 2020 – when it
would have been his centenary – we are delighted to commemorate the author who created his own genre within
crime fiction: the horse racing thriller. Discussing Dick and his books are his former agent, Andrew Hewson; friend
and fellow author Simon Brett; and his son Felix, who continues his father’s legacy by writing new books.
After a standing-room-only event in 2016, Steve Cavanagh returns to put on trial another true crime case
highlighted in Netflix documentary The Staircase. Imran Mahmood will be acting as prosecutor, and, you, the
attending CrimeFest delegates, will be the jury.
There is a special treat for those of you who are Eurovision Song Contest fans (as the CrimeFest team are!).
The finals will be shown on a big screen in the Ballroom (book room) where the bar will be open throughout the
broadcast.
In addition, we have, of course, the usual mix of panels covering a wide range of scintillating topics that
promise to engage, entertain and inspire.
We are honoured, too, to host the CWA Dagger nominations reception. And at our Pre-Gala Dinner
reception, all delegates are invited to join us to raise their glasses (of both sorts!) and formally welcome and thank
Dame Mary Perkins – the co-founder of Specsavers, our headline sponsor.
And then there are the quizzes where – drum roll… – prizes can be won! Peter Guttridge once again hosts
the regular Thursday Pub Quiz. But wait! Hold on to your quiz hats, and more importantly, your nerves! After seven
years (so that prospective candidates could forget the terror of being in the hotseat) Maxim Jakubowski returns
with the Criminal Mastermind quiz to close this year’s convention. Don’t miss the opportunity to attend, not least
because one of those doing so will receive two complimentary passes to CrimeFest 2023!
So, all that is left to do is to welcome back our regular delegates. And to the newcomers, we can’t wait to
meet you. We’ve already forgotten that this is your first time and, by Sunday, so will you.
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Featured Guest Author

Andrew Child

By Peter Guttridge
Let’s start with coffee. Andrew Grant, not unlike his older brother (whom we’ll
get to in a minute), fuels his writing hours with endless giant pots of coffee.
Perhaps it’s the caffeine fix that makes him such a rapid writer, typing his
novels in double-quick time. He has written nine novels under his own name:
a standalone, two trilogies and two in a yet to be completed trilogy. Then
there are the collaborations (we’ll get to those in a minute too).
He wasn’t intending to be a thriller writer, even though he grew up
on a rich diet of classic thrillers and spy stories from MacLean (particularly
Ice Station Zebra) to Len Deighton and Lé Carre, and then onto serial killer
fiction. Instead, after studying English and Drama at Sheffield University,
for eighteen months he and five mates ran and wrote for an independent
theatre company, travelling the country and appearing at the Edinburgh
Festival.
However, as is often the way with small independent theatre
companies, they bled money. He took a ‘proper’ job for a short while
in telecommunications, dealing with big companies and government
departments. The ‘short while’ lasted fifteen years.
In that time he read a lot crime fiction, including that of his older brother, who is, of course, Lee
Child. In fact, he was reading his brother’s manuscripts long before Lee’s first publication, Killing Floor, in
1997.
And now, as ‘Andrew Child’, he has taken over the Jack Reacher series, knowing Reacher’s back
story from being such an avid reader of Lee’s work. Even so, it wasn’t easy at first because the style is
very specific in the Reacher novels.
There is an irony, which Andrew is the first to recognise. When he was writing his own thrillers he
went to great pains not to sound like his massively successful brother.
Now, he has to.
Well, up to a point. ‘Reacher said nothing’ has become a trope in the later novels in the series,
but if you look back at the earlier novels Reacher was actually quite gabby – well, relatively speaking.
Andrew has brought some of that back.
In addition to channelling early Reacher, including the wit and humour that was there, Andrew is
also bringing him into the modern world. Reacher is now using a mobile phone and other technology no
less – albeit reluctantly.
I realise that both Andrew and Lee’s names are on the covers of The Sentinel and Better Off
Dead, the first two continuations (Lee’s name is understandably in larger type), but Lee has admitted he
had little to do with them except for discussing plot. Certainly, he left Andrew to do the actual writing.
Andrew and Lee are close, so the collaboration has been seamless. Andrew and his wife, the novelist
Tash Alexander, live in the foothills of the Medicine Bow Mountains, Wyoming. When Lee visited he liked
the area so much he bought a house down the road.
When Lee made the suggestion that Andrew take over, Andrew had just finished the second
novel in a trilogy featuring Paul McGrath, a former intelligence agent. His publishers agreed to hold it
over so he could focus entirely on Jack Reacher. Anyone who follows football, particularly Aston Villa,
will recognise the name McGrath as belonging to a star footballer. Lee, also an Aston Villa fan, has been
doing that since his first novel – but only for the good guys. Andrew continues the tradition in Better Off
Dead. The villain is called Dendoncker – the name of a Belgian footballer.
Reacher said nothing, but Andrew is going to have a lot to say at CrimeFest, both about his own
novels and the new Reacher novels. Can’t wait.
–Peter Guttridge is a crime novelist and critic. The latest in his Brighton series is Butcher’s Wood. The
Stuff That Dreams Are Made Of On, his collection of short stories, is out now.
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Featured Guest Author

Ann Cleeves

By Barry Forshaw
The 2017 recipient of the Crime Writers’ Association Diamond Dagger,
the highest honour in British crime writing, and Sunday Times Top Five
bestseller, Ann Cleeves has sold over 5 million books, written 38 novels
and is translated into many languages. She is the only living British author
with three crime series adapted for television: Vera, Shetland and The
Long Call are major dramas starring Brenda Blethyn, Douglas Henshall
and Ben Aldridge, respectively. I wrote of Ann: ‘Few British writers can
boast Cleeves’ consummate skill at evoking atmosphere, and the sense of
weather and terrain is as crucial to the success of her Shetland novels as the
characterisation of Jimmy Perez, whose Mediterranean ancestry ensures that
he is always an outsider in this cloistered community. Her adroit writing is
why so many of Cleeves’ books (including her Vera Stanhope and the newer
Matthew Venn series) have proved TV-friendly.’
In 2006, Ann’s first Shetland novel, Raven Black, was awarded the
CWA Duncan Lawrie Gold Dagger for Best Crime Novel, and in 2012 she
was inducted into the CWA Crime Thriller Awards Hall of Fame. In 2014, she
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters by the University of Sunderland, in recognition of her
outstanding achievements as a crime writer. In 2015, she chaired the Theakston’s Old Peculier Crime
Writing Festival, during which Vera Stanhope was voted the UK’s favourite fictional detective. In the
same year, Thin Air was nominated for the Scottish Crime Novel of the Year and Cleeves was shortlisted
for the prestigious Crime Writers’ Association Dagger in the Library award.
Ann is a well-known aficionado of Scandinavian crime fiction, and she is able to transmit that
Nordic feeling in her own work set in Britain. But that approach is a relatively recent one in her lengthy
and accomplished writing career; her earlier books were more Anglocentric, featuring the ageing
naturalist George Palmer-Jones and – more indicative of the direction the author was subsequently to
take – her novels featuring the tenacious Inspector Ramsay.
As well as fiction, Cleeves has written a non-fiction title about Shetland and, in November 2015,
she hosted the inaugural Shetland Noir festival. She is a passionate supporter and champion of libraries
and was named CILIP's National Libraries Day Ambassador in 2016.
Cleeves grew up in the country, first in Herefordshire (where she was born), then in North Devon.
After dropping out of university she took a number of temporary jobs – childcare officer, women's refuge
leader, bird observatory cook, auxiliary coastguard – before going back to college and training to be a
probation officer.
With Cleeves’ adroit chronicling of her two detectives, Jimmy Perez and Vera Stanhope, fresh
in their memories, the writer’s admirers had cause to be thankful when she created a third character,
the gay policeman DI Matthew Venn, for a new series which she called Two Rivers. The first book, The
Long Call (2019), set in North Devon – where the rivers Taw and Torridge meet – enjoyed the kind of
acclaim that routinely greets Ann’s work, not least for its distinctive protagonist, very different from Vera
Stanhope and Jimmy Perez, with ITV releasing an acclaimed four-part crime drama series of the same
name, starring Ben Aldridge as Matthew Venn. Her second Venn outing was The Heron’s Cry in 2021.
Wherever Ann Cleeves’ literary muse leads her next, crime readers will be more than ready to
follow where she takes them – after all, her track record has proved to be pretty damned impressive so
far.

– Barry Forshaw is the author of Crime Fiction: A Reader’s Guide and Simenon: The Man, The Books, The
Films: A 21st Century Guide.
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CWA Diamond Dagger Winners

Martin Edwards &
Robert Goddard
By Donna Moore

Back in the 1970s, a beer company in the UK advertised
its bestselling pale ale with the slogan 'Double Diamond
works wonders' and, in the case of this year’s CrimeFest,
that’s absolutely true. We’re delighted to bring you one
of the few silver linings to a worldwide pandemic: a brace
of CWA Diamond Dagger winners – Robert Goddard, the
2019 winner of the award, and Martin Edwards, the winner
in 2020.
The CWA Diamond Dagger Award is given to an
author who has made an outstanding contribution to the
crime fiction genre and, with a combined total of sixtyseven years of published novels between them; multiple
awards in the US, UK and Europe; and an output that
includes novels, novellas, short stories, edited anthologies
and non-fiction, the contributions Robert and Martin have made to the genre are most definitely outstanding.
Robert Goddard studied history at Cambridge University and tried out journalism, teaching and
local government before – luckily for us readers – deciding to become a full-time novelist. His first novel,
Past Caring, was published in 1986. It became an immediate bestseller and was nominated for the Booker
Prize. It’s the tale of an unemployed, down-on-his-luck historian investigating the mysterious downfall of an
Edwardian cabinet minister and includes some of my favourite trademarks of a Robert Goddard thriller – the
intertwining of past and present, a complex and twisty plot and the inclusion of real life historical figures as
supporting characters.
Since then, Robert has written a further thirty novels, which have been translated into over thirty
languages and which span four hundred years of history. His books touch on topics as widespread as the
South Sea Bubble, Serbian gangsters, missing Picassos, the Black Death, psychological experiments, the
Romanovs and the Spanish Civil War; and visit locations as far flung as Madeira, Helsinki, Algeria, Argentina,
Japan and Cornwall. I have absolutely no idea how he manages to know so much about so much and craft it
all into such a gripping and fascinating plot full of double, triple and quadruple crosses, but he does it with
ease.
Martin Edwards has long had a life of crime, studying law at Oxford University and becoming a
solicitor. His first book was on the legal aspects of buying a business computer, but he soon saw the light and
turned to the dark side, publishing his first crime fiction novel in 1991 – the first in the Harry Devlin series,
All The Lonely People. Martin’s three series – the charming and likeable Liverpool lawyer, Harry Devlin; the
intelligent and atmospheric Lake District cold case mysteries; and the London-set 1930s novels featuring the
enigmatic and dangerous Rachel Savernake, showcase Martin’s impressive fiction writing skills. But he doesn’t
stop there. He’s also incredibly knowledgeable about the genre itself. With a total of twenty-two novels
to date, along with over forty anthologies edited, six non-fiction crime books, plus over sixty short stories,
Martin is also a reviewer, columnist and blogger.
Despite all that, he’s still managed to find the time to be a Chair of the Crime Writers’ Association; the
eighth President of the Detection Club; archivist of the CWA and of the Detection Club; and consultant to the
British Library’s Crime Classics. His knowledge of crime fiction, his absolute love of the genre, his enthusiasm
for shining a light on forgotten authors from the past, and his support for and promotion of new writers all
come through so clearly in everything he does.
Thank you, Robert and Martin for over thirty years of wonderful reading experiences, and many more
yet to come.

– Donna Moore is an author, literacy tutor and CrimeFest co-host.
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Toastmaster

Zoë Sharp
By Peter Guttridge
Thriller writer Zoë Sharp, best known for her Charlie Fox series, walks the
walk as well as talking the talk – well, okay, writing the writing. She’s been
a competitive rifle shooter (7.62 calibre was her weapon of choice at 300
metres or at a moving target), knows her way round handguns, and can
handle herself in various martial arts. She is a qualified horse-riding instructor
and an experienced sailor (her formative years were spent on a yacht on the
edge of Morecambe Bay). She rides a motorbike and is a photojournalist
in the world of competitive bikes and cars. I suspect I’ve only scratched the
surface of her capabilities
As for the writing – does the woman never sleep? Her latest books
include the thirteenth in the Charlie Fox series, a prequel to the Charlie
Fox series and a Charlie Fox short story collection; the first of a new series
featuring a couple called Blake and Byron; the second in the Lakes Thriller
series; and a standalone thriller. Her novels and short stories have been
nominated for many awards, including the Edgar, the Anthony, the Macavity, the Benjamin Franklin and
the CWA Short Story Dagger.
Charlie Fox, the capable former Special Forces trainee and trained bodyguard, first appeared
back in 2001. The early books were UK set but then switched to the US which allows for great drama
as Charlie doesn’t feel she fits in very well at the best of times. A brilliant creation – Lee Child once
said that Jack Reacher would team up with Charlie Fox in a heartbeat – she combines strength with
compassion. Damaged in the past, she learns along the way as the series progresses. Zoë once said: ‘I
tried not to make Charlie “a guy in nylons” as someone so nicely put it once. She has a nice, dry sense
of humour, which I hope makes her more human…but at the same time she could kill you with her
thumbs.’
In recent years, Zoë has been stretching herself with her two standalones and the Lakes and
Blake and Byron series. They are certainly thrilling but are more psychological than the high octane,
propulsive Charlie Fox series.
She began her writing career at the age of fifteen with a novel that was sent to publishers and
got ‘rave rejections’. It was a horsey novel (she was under the influence of Black Beauty, which she often
quotes as her favourite book). She went on to contribute non-fiction articles to motoring magazines. It’s
not every motoring journalist who gets sent death threats written with letters cut out of newspapers,
but she did – and that experience was part of the inspiration further down the line for the strong and
unintimidated Charlie Fox.
When the magazine editors asked her to take photos to accompany the articles, the photography
replaced the non-fiction writing. She has said that the way she approaches her photography – unusual
angles, knowing where the light and shade needs to be – has informed her writing.
Zoë is a regular at CrimeFest and the great crime conventions in America. She seems to thrive
on punishing book promotion tours in the UK and the US – seriously, when does she sleep? – I think
because she genuinely enjoys engaging with readers. (She is a keen supporter of libraries too.)
I look forward to her stint as Toastrix with great anticipation. And to my interview with her on
Sunday. The last time I did an event with her at CrimeFest was when we were doing some kind of quiz:
the Brits versus the Americans. For the Brits she turned up with those hood-to-toe, white paper suits
police use at crime scenes for all of us to wear on stage. Which we all dutifully did. I’m going politely to
say 'no' if she tries something like that this time. And watch out for her thumbs…

– Peter Guttridge is a crime novelist and critic. The latest in his Brighton series is Butcher’s Wood. The
Stuff That Dreams Are Made Of On, his collection of short stories, is out now.
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THE PANELlISTS
Kia Abdullah is the author of three
courtroom dramas: Take It Back, a
Guardian and Telegraph thriller of the
year; Truth Be Told, which was shortlisted
for a Diverse Book Award; and Next of
Kin, a Times Book of the Month. She has
won a JB Priestley Award for Writers of
Promise and has written for the New York
Times, Guardian, FT, The Times, Telegraph and the BBC
among others. Website: www.kiaabdullah.com
Cathy Ace is best-known for her Welsh

Canadian (like her!) traditional Cait
Morgan Mysteries, and her psychological
standalone The Wrong Boy; both (series
and standalone) have been optioned for
TV by Free@LastTV (Agatha Raisin). She
also writes the Amazon #1 bestselling
WISE Enquiries Agency Mysteries. She’s won a Bony
Blithe Award (The Agatha’s’ Canadian cousin), an IPPY,
and has been shortlisted for a Crime Writers of Canada
Award of Excellence, and CrimeFictionLover’s Best
Indie Novel. Website: www.cathyace.com

Tina Baker was brought up in a caravan

after her mother – a fairground traveller –
fell pregnant by a window cleaner. After
leaving the bright lights of Coalville,
she came to London and worked as a
journalist and broadcaster (BBC, GMTV)
for 30 years. When not writing, she now
works as a fitness instructor. She also rescues cats,
whether they want to be rescued or not. Website: www.
tinabaker.co.uk

D.V. Bishop writes historical thrillers

set in Renaissance Florence. He was
awarded a Robert Louis Stevenson
Fellowship while writing the first in his
Cesare Aldo series, City of Vengeance.
It won the Pitch Perfect competition
at the Bloody Scotland crime fiction festival, and
was shortlisted for the 2021 Wilbur Smith Adventure
Writing Prize, and for the 2022 New Zealand
Booklovers Award. The second Cesare Aldo novel, The
Darkest Sin, was published in March 2022.

Rachael Blok is a full-time writer. Her
crime series is set in the cathedral city
of St Albans. Here, DCI Maarten Jansen
struggles against his plain-speaking
Dutch upbringing when faced with the
seemingly polite world of the picturesque
city. Her novels include Under the
Ice, The Scorched Earth, Into The Fire and The Fall.
Follow her on Twitter @MsRachaelBlok Website: www.
rachaelblok.com
David Brawn has been Publisher of
Estates at HarperCollins for over 25
years, managing legacy authors including
Agatha Christie, Ngaio Marsh, Desmond
Bagley, Alistair MacLean, Patrick O’Brian
and J.R.R. Tolkien. In 2015 he relaunched
the Collins Crime Club imprint to
bring classic books back into print, as well as new
anthologies, award-winning non-fiction about the
genre and occasional continuations of popular series,
including the forthcoming Marple by 12 accomplished
Christie devotees.
Vicki Bradley is a detective in the Met.

She has worked as a response driver, on
the Serious Organised Crime Command,
and managed Sex Offenders. Vicki writes
a blend of psychological thriller and
police procedural for Simon and Schuster.
Her debut novel, Before I Say I Do, won
the Write Here Right Now competition
and was shortlisted for the Virago New Crime Writer
prize. The sequel, Your Life or Mine, was released in
May 2021. Website: www.vickibradleywriter.com.

Simon Brett has published over a

hundred books, many of them crime
novels, including the Charles Paris,
Fethering, Mrs Pargeter, Blotto & Twinks
and Ellen Curtis series. In 2014 he
received the Crime Writers’ Association’s
highest award, the Diamond Dagger,
and in 2016 he was awarded an OBE ‘for services to
literature’. Website: www.simonbrett.com
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C RIME F EST
Dawn Brookes is an award-winning
author who writes cosy mysteries and
crime fiction. She has an MA in Creative
Writing with Distinction and a 39-year
background in nursing. Her books
combine murder, medicine and a touch
of romance with lots of twists and
turns. The latest in her Rachel Prince series, set on a
fictional cruise ship, is Captain’s Cruise Murder. Dawn
loves cruising and tries to convince people this is for
research! Website: www.dawnbrookespublishing.com
Alison Bruce is a CWA Dagger
shortlisted novelist whose books are set
against the backdrop of Cambridge.
She writes the DC Gary Goodhew /
Cambridge Blue series and has written
two standalone novels, I Did It for Us and
The Moment before Impact. Alison has a
first-class BSc (Hons) in Crime and Investigative Studies
and works with the Eastern region police forces.
Her next novel, Because She Looked Away, will be
published in spring 2023. Website: www.alisonbruce.com

Dugald Bruce-Lockhart is an
actor-turned-writer with 25 years of
experience in theatre, television and film.
His debut novel The Lizard, published in
2020, has been optioned by Australian
TV & Film company, Prodigy Movies, to
be turned into a television series for a
global audience. Having written the pilot
episode for the TV adaptation, Dugald is putting the
finishing touches to the sequel of The Lizard, Second
Skin. Website: www.dugaldbrucelockhart.com
Sam Carrington is a USA Today

bestselling author from Devon. She
worked for the NHS for fifteen years
before joining the prison service as
an Offending Behaviour Programme
Facilitator. Saving Sophie, her debut
psychological thriller published in 2016,
was a Kindle eBook bestseller. This was followed by
Bad Sister, One Little Lie, The Missing Wife, I Dare You,
The Open House and her latest, The Couple on Maple
Drive. Website: www.samcarringtonauthor.com

Steve Cavanagh is the Sunday Times

and international bestselling author of
the Eddie Flynn novels. His work has
been translated into 26 languages and he
is a previous winner of a number of the
top awards in crime fiction including the
CWA Gold Dagger and the Theakstons
Old Peculier Crime Novel of the Year. Website: www.
stevecavanaghauthor.com
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Andrew Child was born in

Birmingham, England. He graduated
from the University of Sheffield, ran an
independent theatre company, then
worked in the telecommunications
industry for fifteen years before
establishing himself as a criticallyacclaimed author. He published nine
novels under his own name, Andrew Grant, then
– writing as Andrew Child – began a collaboration
with his brother Lee to continue the internationallybestselling Jack Reacher series. He is married to
novelist Tasha Alexander and lives in Wyoming, USA.
Websites: www.andrewgrantbooks.com and www.
jackreacher.com

Alice Clark-Platts’s short fiction

has been published in numerous works.
She teaches creative and non-fiction
writing at LaSalle College of the Arts and
online. Alice is a former human rights
litigator whose cases involved Winnie
Mandela and rapper Snoop Dogg. She
recently returned to the United Kingdom after living
in Singapore for the last ten years. Alice has two
young daughters. She is the author of The Cove, The
Flower Girls, The Taken, Bitter Fruits. Website: www.
aliceclarkplatts.com

Ann Cleeves is the author of over

thirty-five critically acclaimed novels, and
winner of the CWA Diamond Dagger
2017. She's the creator of detectives Vera
Stanhope, Jimmy Perez and Matthew
Venn, who can be found in ITV’s Vera,
BBC1’s Shetland and ITV's The Long Call.
She lives in Northumberland where the
Vera books are set. Website: www.anncleeves.com

Stephen Collier is a retired police
officer and Company Director – giving
him plenty of time to write more books!
He has an MA in Creative Crime Fiction
from the University of East Anglia and
was a finalist in the 2021 Page Turner
Awards for his second novel Driving
Dead. His latest book is Crimson Dragon, and it was
published in March. It is set in the UK and Hong Kong.
Website: https://www.stephen-collier.com
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Simon Conway is a former British
Army officer and international aid
worker who has cleared landmines and
unexploded bombs in Africa, Asia and
the Middle East. As Co-Chair of the
Cluster Munition Coalition he successfully
campaigned for an international ban
on cluster bombs. He currently works for The HALO
Trust, setting up new projects in conflict-affected
countries. He is the author of seven novels including
the 2010 Ian Fleming Steel Dagger winner A Loyal
Spy. Website: www.simonconwaybooks.com
Elle Croft is the author of four

psychological thrillers including top 10
ebook bestseller The Guilty Wife and
Buried, and a contributor to the Afraid
of the Light anthologies. Her short story,
Deathbed, Beth Dead, was shortlisted for
a CWA Dagger Short Story award.

Mason Cross’s debut novel, The
Killing Season, was published in 2014 by
Orion. It was followed by the sequels The
Samaritan, The Time to Kill, Don’t Look
For Me and Presumed Dead. He has
also published two standalone thrillers
under the name Alex Knight: Hunted and Darkness
Falls. His work has been selected for Richard & Judy
and longlisted for the McIlvanney Prize. He lives in
Glasgow with his wife and three children. Website:
www.masoncross.net
Alex Dahl is Half-American and

half-Norwegian, was born in Oslo and
graduated with an MA in Creative
Writing from Bath Spa University. She is
the author of The Boy at the Door, The
Heart Keeper, Playdate, Cabin Fever
and After She’d Gone. She is translated into eleven
languages, has had two novels optioned for television
and was shortlisted for a CWA New Blood Dagger
award for The Boy at the Door.

Neil Daws retired from the civil service
after thirty years, twenty spent in security
and counter-terrorism. He lives in his
adopted county of Kent. A Silent Way to
Die (2022) is the latest novel in his WW2
crime series featuring D.I. Jonathan
Kember and Air Transport Auxiliary pilot
(and criminal profiler) Lizzie Hayes, and
follows on from A Quiet Place to Kill (2021). He also
contributed to the recent CWA anthology Music of the
Night. Website: www.neildaws.com

James Delargy was born and raised

in Ireland but has called South Africa,
Australia, Scotland, and now England
his home. His thrillers, Vanished and 55,
set in Western Australia, were published
in April 2021 and 2019 respectively
by Simon & Schuster and publishers
internationally. He incorporates his
diverse knowledge of towns, cities, landscape and
culture picked up on his travels into his writing and
would like to complete a round-the-world series of
novels. Website: www.jamesdelargy.com

Katerina Diamond is the author
of the bestselling series of police
procedural books set in Exeter
including The Teacher, The Secret, The
Angel, The Promise, Truth or Die, Woman
in the Water and Trick or Treat. Katerina
has also written the standalone psych
thriller The Heatwave and is working on her second
standalone thriller at the moment. Kat lives on the East
coast of Kent and is published by Avon books. Website:
www.katerinadiamond.com

Claire Douglas is The Sunday Times

bestselling author of seven thrillers. Her
most recent, The Couple At No 9 was
a number one Amazon bestseller and
reached number three on The Sunday
Times bestsellers list. Her books have
sold over 500,000 copies in the UK and
have been translated into twenty languages. You can
find Claire on Twitter at @DougieClaire, Instagram
as clairedouglasauthor, or visit her Facebook page
clairedouglasauthor.

Victoria Dowd is an award-winning

writer. Her novel, The Smart Woman’s
Guide to Murder, won The People’s
Book Prize 2020/2021 and was named
In Search of the Classic Mystery Novel’s
Book of the Year 2020. She was awarded
the Gothic Fiction prize. Her Adapting
Agatha series leads her to speak at various festivals,
including the International Agatha Christie Festival.
Victoria is head of the London CWA and was a criminal
barrister. Website: www.victoriadowd.com
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Jeff Dowson began his career working

in the theatre as a writer and director.
He moved into television. Screen
credits include arts programmes, drama
series and TV films. Turning novelist,
he introduced Bristol private eye Jack
Shepherd in Closing the Distance. The
series continues. Another series, featuring American
GI Ed Grover, set in Bristol in the early 1950s, opens
with One Fight at a Time. Jeff is a member of BAFTA
and the Crime Writers' Association. Website: www.
jeffdowson.co.uk

Antony Dunford is from Bradford

in West Yorkshire. He has been writing
for as long as he can remember, but his
writing has only recently started being
published. His debut novel, Hunted, was
published by Hobeck Books in January
2021. His second novel, Endangered,
is due out before summer 2022. He also writes short
stories, and children’s stories. He is currently working
on his third novel, Born the Same. Website: www.
antonydunford.com

Stephen Edger is a Risk Manager,

father of two, and dog lover. By night
he is the Amazon bestselling author
of crime and psychological suspense,
including Snatched. He is the writer of
the Kate Matthews series (Bookouture),
but also writes as 'M.A. Hunter' for
HarperCollins imprint One More Chapter
with the Missing Children Case Files series released in
2020. Website: www.stephenedger.com

Martin Edwards is the author of
twenty novels, including Gallows Court
and The Crooked Shore and a history
of crime fiction, The Life of Crime. He
received the CWA Diamond Dagger,
British crime writing’s highest honour,
for the sustained excellence of his work.
He has also won the Edgar, Agatha,
CrimeFest H.R.F. Keating and Macavity awards, the
Short Story Dagger and Dagger in the Library, plus the
Poirot award for his contribution to the genre. Website:
www.martinedwardsbooks.com
Ruth Dudley Edwards is an historian

and journalist. The targets of her satirical
crime novels include academia, the
civil service, the House of Lords, the
Church of England, literary prizes and
political correctness. She won CrimeFest’s Goldsboro
Last Laugh Award for Murdering Americans (2008)
and Killing the Emperors (2013), as well as the CWA
Non-Fiction Gold Dagger for Aftermath: The Omagh
Bombings and The Families’ Pursuit Of Justice (2010).
Website: www.ruthdudleyedwards.com
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Kate Ellis was born and brought up in
Liverpool and she was awarded the CWA
Dagger in the Library in 2019. Kate has
recently published the third novel in her
trilogy set in the aftermath of the Great
War (The House of the Hanged Woman).
However, she is best known for her series
featuring archaeology graduate DI Wesley
Peterson, the latest of which is The Stone Chamber.
Website: www.kateellis.co.uk
Mark Ellis is the author of the
acclaimed DCI Frank Merlin series set in
World War Two London. Four books have
been published so far and a fifth will be
out in May. His third book, Merlin At War,
was nominated for the CWA Historical
Dagger Award. He is a member of Crime
Cymru and Treasurer of Gŵyl Crime
Cymru Festival. Website: www.markellisauthor.com
Thomas Enger is a former journalist

from Norway and made his debut with
Burned (Skinndød) in 2010. Burned
is the first in a series of books about
journalist Henning Juul, delving into
the depths of Oslo’s dirty politics. In
2013 Enger published his first YA book,
a dark fantasy, The Evil Legacy. Alongside his novels,
Thomas composes music, and writes the international
bestselling Blix & Ramm series with Jørn Lier Horst.

Caroline England is the author
of psychological thrillers Beneath
the Skin, My Husband’s Lies, Betray
Her and Truth Games. She has also
written gothic-tinged psychological
thrillers The House of Hidden Secrets
and The House on the Water’s Edge
as CE Rose. She writes multi-layered, dark and
edgy ‘domestic suspense’ stories that delve into
complicated relationships, secrets and the moral
grey area. Caroline’s new psychological thriller The
Sinner will be published in June 2022. Website: www.
carolineenglandauthor.co.uk
Fiona Erskine is an engineer by
day and writer by night. The Chemical
Detective was shortlisted for the
CrimeFest Specsavers Debut Crime
Novel Award in 2020. Her protagonist
Jaq Silver blows things up to keep
people safe and is back in 2022 with
The Chemical Cocktail. Fiona’s standalone portrait of
a factory, Phosphate Rocks: A Death In Ten Objects,
made the Literary Review’s top10 crime novels of 2021.
Website: www.thechemicaldetective.blog
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C.M. Ewan is a pseudonym for Chris

Helen FitzGerald was born in
Australia and is the bestselling author
of adult and YA thrillers, including The
Cry, adapted for a major BBC drama. Her
dark-comedy Worst Case Scenario was
a Book of the Year in the Literary
Review, Guardian and more, and won
the CrimeFest Last Laugh Award. Helen previously
worked as a criminal justice social worker, and now
lives in Glasgow with her husband. Website: www.
helenfitzgerald.wordpress.com

Stuart Field is an Army veteran who

Barry Forshaw is a leading expert on
crime fiction and film. He is the Financial
Times’ crime critic, and his books include
Crime Fiction: A Reader’s Guide, the
CrimeFest H.R.F. Keating Award-winning
Brit Noir (plus Nordic, American, Euro
and Historical Noir). Other work: Death
in a Cold Climate, British Gothic Cinema, Detective,
British Crime Writing: An Encyclopedia (also a Keating
winner), Sex and Film, Italian Cinema and Simenon. He
edits Crime Time (www.crimetime.co.uk) and provides
Blu-ray extras. Website: www.barryforshaw.co.uk

Ewan, the critically acclaimed and
bestselling author of many mystery and
thriller novels including A Window Breaks,
Safe House and The Good Thief's Guide
to... mysteries about globetrotting thief
Charlie Howard. His latest thriller, The
Interview, is about a seemingly normal job interview
that turns into a deadly game of cat and mouse.
Website: www.chrisewan.com

now works in security after serving
twenty-two years in the British Army. As
well as working full time he writes in his
spare time. Stuart was born and raised
in the West Midlands in the UK. His love
for travel has been an inspiration in some
of his work with his John Steel thriller series. As well
as future John Steel novels, Stuart has written the new
Ronin Nash series and is working on a few standalone
novels.

Helen Fields is the author of a Scottish

crime series that began with Perfect
Remains. The most recent in the series
was One For Sorrow. She wrote The
Shadow Man featuring a psychological
profiler, and legal thriller Degrees of
Guilt as H.S. Chandler. Her next book
will be The Last Girl To Die. Helen was
formerly a criminal barrister. She spends half the year
in Central America, and the rest travelling as a digital
nomad. Website: www.helenfields.co.uk

Paul Finch is an ex-cop and journalist

turned bestselling author. He first cut
his literary teeth penning episodes
for the TV drama, The Bill, and has
written extensively in horror and fantasy,
including for Dr Who. However, he is
best known for his crime/thriller novels,
of which there are twelve to date,
including the Heckenburg and Clayburn series with
HarperCollins and two standalones with Orion. Paul
lives in Lancashire with his wife and business-partner,
Cathy. Website: www.paulfinch-writer.blogspot.com

Mick Finlay writes the Arrowood

novels, set in London in the 1890s. He
was born in Glasgow and grew up in
Canada and England. He now divides his
time between Brighton and Cambridge,
where he works in a Psychology
Department. Website:
www.mickfinlay.com

N.J. Fountain is an award-winning

writer, chiefly known for his work on the
sketch show Dead Ringers. He has also
contributed to many other programmes,
including Have I Got News for You and
co-wrote the CBBC show Scoop. His
radio sitcom Elephants to Catch Eels
ran for two series on Radio 4, and he is
a principal gag writer for Private Eye. Nev has written
three humorous detective novels, collectively called
The Mervyn Stone Mysteries, and a ‘serious’ thriller,
Painkiller, published by Little Brown.

Felix Francis took over writing the
‘Dick Francis Novels’ from his father. He
has recently finished Hands Down, which
will be published in September 2022. It
will be his sixteenth novel. Felix lives in
Oxfordshire with his wife, Debbie, and
three dogs. A keen cricket supporter, he
is a member of MCC and the Lord’s Taverners, as well
as of the Crime Writers' Association, the International
Thriller Writers, the Detection Club and The Garrick.
Website: www.felixfrancis.com
Paul Gitsham is a former research

biologist now writing alongside his
day job as a science tutor. Along the
way, Paul spent time working for a
major high-street bank, ensuring that
banned individuals, such as international
terrorists and other n’er do wells, weren’t squirreling
their ill-gotten gains into child trust funds. Paul writes
the DCI Warren Jones series. The latest is Out Of Sight.
The title of this summer’s book will be revealed soon.
Website: www.paulgitsham.com
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Tim Glister is the author of Red
Corona and A Loyal Traitor, the first two
books in the Richard Knox Spy Thriller
series set at the height of the Cold
War. His writing has been favourably
compared to John le Carré, Frederick
Forsyth and Len Deighton. In a previous
life he was a literary agent, and when he’s
not researching his next novel he works as a creative
director in advertising and tweets at @timglisterbooks
Website: www.timglister.com

Dolores Gordon-Smith is the author
of the Jack Haldean series set in 1920s
England, Serpent’s Eye, How to Write a
Classic Murder Mystery and two WW1
spy stories. She is a popular speaker
at Bodies from the Library, the British
Library’s day of Golden Age detective
fiction. Married with five daughters and
various dogs and cats, Dolores has been a teacher,
a factory worker and the front end of a cow in a
pantomime. Website: www.doloresgordon-smith.co.uk

Robert Goddard was born in
Hampshire in 1954. He was educated at
Price’s School, Fareham and Peterhouse,
Cambridge. He unsuccessfully pursued
various career options when, frustrated
with a lot of contemporary fiction, he set
out to write a novel that told a tightly
constructed and densely plotted story.
The result was Past Caring. Since then
his books have captivated readers worldwide, winning
awards in the UK, the US and Europe. In 2019 he won
the CWA Diamond Dagger.

Ross Greenwood, from
Peterborough, has written ten crime
thrillers. He uses his experience of
travelling and working all over the world
to create layered believable characters
that will capture your imagination. In
2011, Ross decided to take on a new
challenge and became a prison officer. He writes
murderers, rapists and thieves brilliantly because
he worked with them every day for four years. DCI
Barton is the understated hero in his bestselling police
procedurals.

Caroline Goldsworthy is an

Essex girl living in Suffolk. It wasn’t
until university in her thirties that she
discovered she really liked writing. Her
debut novel Tangent, loosely inspired by
the 2006 Ipswich murders, was shortlisted
in 2019 for The Selfies Award. She’s
released several novels since – also writing as Cassie
Rush with a series of cosy mysteries. She now lives in
Felixstowe near the beach within earshot of the docks.
Website: www.carolinegoldsworthy.com

Peter Guttridge writes novels and
other fiction. For twelve years he was
the Observer’s crime fiction critic. He
is the inquisitor for the CrimeFest pub
quiz. He thinks the questions are too
easy; others disagree. The latest in his
Brighton series (which began as a trilogy with City
of Dreadful Night) is Butcher’s Wood. The Stuff That
Dreams Are Made Of On, his collection of short
stories (some award-winning) is out now.
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Lisa Hall loves words, reading, and

all things bookish. She has dreamed of
being a writer since she was a little girl
and is now the #1 bestselling author
of Between You and Me, The Perfect
Couple and The Woman in the Woods.
Lisa lives in a small village in Kent,
surrounded by her towering TBR pile, a rather large
brood of children, dogs, chickens and ponies, and her
long-suffering husband. Website: www.lisahallauthor.co.uk

Janice Hallett studied English at

UCL, and worked as a magazine editor,
winning two awards for journalism. After
gaining an MA in Screenwriting at Royal
Holloway, she co-wrote the feature film
Retreat. Her debut novel, The Appeal,
was a Sunday Times bestseller, The
Sunday Times crime Book of the Year,
and shortlisted for Waterstones Book of the Year and
this year's CrimeFest Specsavers Award. Her second
novel, The Twyford Code, was a Times and Sunday
Times bestseller.

Peter Hanington is an author and

journalist. He is the author of A Dying
Breed, A Single Source and A Cursed
Place – published in paperback by
Baskerville in early 2023. He has worked
as a radio journalist for over twenty-five
years including time at Radio 4, the BBC
World Service, The World Tonight and
sixteen years on the Today Programme. He lives in
London with his wife and has two grown-up children
living in Glasgow. Website: www.peterhanington.co.uk

Andrew Hewson is a founding

director of Johnson & Alcock, and has
been involved with the literary agency
for over 50 years. Starting as the
assistant to John Johnson in 1969, he
subsequently acquired the company,
which he ran with his late wife Margaret.
The agency merged with Michael Alcock
Management in 2003 to form Johnson & Alcock.
Andrew’s many clients include biographers, historians,
poets, playwrights, and novelists, one of whom was
Dick Francis.

David Hewson is the author of more
than 30 novels including the Nic Costa
series in Italy, the Sarah Lund adaptations
of The Killing and the Pieter Vos books
in Amsterdam. His current paperback,
Devil’s Fjord, is set in the Faroe Islands.
The Garden of Angels, set mostly in
wartime Venice, appears in August. A
former journalist with The Sunday Times and The Times,
he lives in Kent. Website: www.davidhewson.com

Elizabeth Hill is an indie writer. She

published her novel, Killing The Girl,
in 2019. The novel was awarded an
IndieBRAG medallion, and a ‘Premier
Readers Chill with a Book’ award. She is
working on two novels, Killing The Virgin,
and Killing The Shadowman. Elizabeth
lives in Bristol and is a member of the Bristol Writers
Group, and a founder of the Bath Noir at the Bar
Author’s Group.

M.K. Hill, a former radio producer
and journalist, is the author of the Sasha
Dawson police series set on the Essex
estuary, which is published by Head of
Zeus. His latest book One Bad Thing,
a twisty-turny psych thriller, came out
in February. Mark is currently writing
something a bit actiony. He rarely
ventures from his North London attic where he happily
passes his days writing, assisted by his dog and cat.
Website: www.mkhill.uk
Sam Holland has always been

fascinated with the dark and macabre.
Her love of reading was forged in the
library through Stephen King, Dean
Koontz and James Herbert. A selfconfessed serial killer nerd, Holland
studied psychology at university then
spent the next few years working in HR,
before quitting for a full-time career in writing. The
Echo Man is the result. Sam can be found on Twitter
and Instagram at @samhollandbooks

Jørn Lier Horst (b. 1970) has, with

his award-winning novels about William
Wisting, joined the elite of Nordic
crime writers. Having worked as a head
of investigations before becoming a fulltime author, Horst brings a unique brand
of suspense and realism to the table.
His books have sold over seven million
copies and the second season of the
Wisting TV series is due to air on BBC in 2022. Website:
www.jlhorst.com

Samantha Lee Howe’s breakaway
debut psychological thriller, The Stranger
In Our Bed, was released in February
2020 with Harper Collins imprint, One
More Chapter. The book rapidly became
a USA Today bestseller and has since
been made into a feature film by
production company Buffalo Dragon.
In 2020, One More Chapter released Samantha’s spy
thriller series, The House of Killers. Samantha lives
in South Yorkshire and is currently working on future
thriller projects. Website: www.samanthaleehowe.co.uk
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David Jackson’s debut novel, Pariah,

was highly commended in the Crime
Writers’ Association Debut Dagger
Awards. He has written a string of
internationally published crime thrillers
since then, including the bestseller Cry
Baby, nominated by Amazon as one
of their Best Books of the Year. The
Guardian newspaper said of his work: ‘Recalls Harlan
Coben – though for my money Jackson is the better
writer’. David lives on the Wirral with his family.
Website: www.davidjacksonbooks.com

Maxim Jakubowski is an established

novelist, ex-publisher, critic and translator,
owner of London's erstwhile Murder One
bookshop, and is currently the Chair of
the Crime Writers' Association. His more
recent books are The Piper's Dance
(2021), and the anthologies Invisible
Blood (2019), Daggers Drawn (2021) and The Perfect
Crime (co-edited with Vaseem Khan, 2022). He is an
Executive Producer on the forthcoming Factory TV
series from Fox/Disney, based on the novels of Derek
Raymond. Website: www.maximjakubowski.co.uk

Louise Jensen has been nominated

for multiple awards and has sold over
a million English language copies of
her International #1 psychological
thrillers The Sister, The Gift, The
Surrogate, The Date, The Family and The
Stolen Sisters. Her novels have also been
translated into twenty-five languages
and optioned for TV. Louise's books
have been featured on the USA Today and Wall Street
Journal bestsellers list. Her seventh thriller, All for You,
is out now. Website: www.louisejensen.co.uk

Antony Johnston is the New York
Times-bestselling creator of Atomic
Blonde, the hit movie based on his
graphic novel. The Exphoria Code, the
first of his critically-acclaimed Brigitte
Sharp cyber-spy novels, is now being
developed for TV. He also writes
videogames, including the Game of the Year-winning
Resident Evil Village, and is joint vice chair of the
Crime Writers’ Association, as well as a Shore Scripts
screenwriting judge. Website: www.antonyjohnston.com
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Jack Jordan is the bestselling author

of five thrillers. His sixth, Do No Harm
(published 26th May) has been coined
the thriller of the summer for 2022. The
idea came to Jack after undergoing a
medical procedure where he had to
be sedated and trust strangers with his
welfare. After the anaesthesia wore off,
Jack began scribbling his notes, wondering just how
iron-clad a surgeon’s oath is, and what it would take to
break it…

Scott Kershaw lives in Lincolnshire,

in a Victorian cottage that was formerly
ruled by mice. He likes the crackle of
vinyl, the smell of paperbacks, the taste
of a stiff drink and the view from a front
row barrier. He’s getting too old and
heavy for crowd-surfing, but that rarely
stops him from trying. His beagle, Darwin,
is the one true king of dogs. As a child, Scott believed
in monsters. Sometimes he still does.

Vaseem Khan is the author of two

award-winning crime series set in India.
His debut, The Unexpected Inheritance
of Inspector Chopra, was a Sunday Times
40 best crime novels published between
2015-2020 pick. In 2021, Midnight at
Malabar House, the first in the Malabar
House novels set in 1950s Bombay, won
the Crime Writers' Association Historical Dagger.
Vaseem co-hosts the popular crime fiction podcast, The
Red Hot Chilli Writers. Website: www.vaseemkhan.com

T.E. Kinsey (Tim) was born in the 1960s.

He grew up in London in the 1970s and
went to university in Bristol in the 1980s.
He worked in magazines in the 1990s,
and for IMDb in the 2000s. He still lives
near Bristol. He is responsible for the
popular historical cosy series The Lady
Hardcastle Mysteries and The Dizzy
Heights Mysteries (Thomas & Mercer) but he does
occasionally play the drums. Website: www.tekinsey.uk

Carolyn Kirby is the author of two

novels both published by award-winning
crime publisher, No Exit Press. The
Conviction of Cora Burns was listed for
debut novel awards by the Historical
Writers’ Association and the Crimefest/
Specsavers crime fiction prize. When
We Fall was chosen by The Times and The Sunday
Times as one of the best novels of 2020. Website: www.
carolynkirby.com
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Emily Koch is an award-winning

journalist and author of If I Die Before I
Wake and Keep Him Close. Her books
have made the shortlist for the CWA
Ian Fleming Steel Dagger award, won
France’s Prix du Bureau des Lecteurs
Folio Policier, and been selected as a
Waterstones Thriller of the Month. Waterstones said
her second novel ‘cements Koch’s place as one of the
most exciting new crime writers of our day.’ Website:
www.emilykoch.co.uk

Michael Kurland is the author of over
40 published books, a two-time Edgar
nominee and a finalist for the American
Book Award. He lives on California’s
central coast with his partner, novelist
Linda Robertson, a dog, a cat, two
raccoons, several opossums, various representatives
of the suborder Sauria, and two dozen fruit trees. His
latest novel, Whatever the Cost, is a sequel to the
espionage thriller The Bells of Hell. Website: www.
michaelkurland.com
Neil Lancaster is the bestselling
author of the Tom Novak series, Going
Dark, Going Rogue and Going Back.
He also writes the McIlvanney prize
longlisted Max Craigie Series, Dead
Man’s Grave and The Blood Tide with
The Night Watch coming in September.
Prior to his retirement Neil worked as
a detective for the Metropolitan Police, investigating
serious crimes in the capital and beyond. Neil now
lives in the Scottish Highlands where he writes full time.
Website: www.neillancastercrime.co.uk
Bodies from the Library
is back at the British Library!
On 18 June 2022 Bodies from the Library
returns after an enforced 2-year absence.
Speakers at this one-day conference devoted
to Golden Age detective fiction include Martin
Edwards, Christine Poulson, Jake Kerridge,
Moira Redmond and John Curran.
Authors highlighted this year include Margery
Allingham, Nicholas Blake, Dorothy Bowers,
Ellery Queen and R. Austin Freeman. Also
featured will be ‘The Female Detective’ and ‘The
Japanese Golden Age’.
Tickets £ 45 available via Eventbrite
See bodiesfromthelibrary.com

Janet Laurence is the author of two

Ursula Grandison Edwardian mysteries
and is currently working on the third. She
has published ten Darina Lisle culinary
mysteries and three in the Canaletto
series, all available from Amazon. She is
also the author of Writing Crime Fiction
– Making Crime Pay, published by Aber. She is on the
judging panel for the CWA Historical Crime Dagger.

Sue Lawrence studied French at

university before going on to become
a journalist at DC Thomson in Dundee.
She won BBC Masterchef in 1991, and a
career in food writing followed, with 19
cookbooks published. She was regular
cookery columnist for The Sunday Times
and Scotland on Sunday. Sue is a regular panellist on
BBC Radio 4’s The Kitchen Cabinet. She began writing
fiction 10 years ago; The Green Lady is her fifth novel.
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John Lawton is a misanthropic recluse,

who lives in a garret high above a small
Tuscan village. He does not have a
telephone, doesn't drive, belongs to no
organisations and thinks social media
to be the work of Beelzebub. He hates
skoolteachers, travel and tories, not
necessarily in that order. He likes …

M.J. Lee is the author of the DI Danilov

and Jayne Sinclair novels. He has spent
most of his life writing in one form or
another, mostly as the creative director
of international advertising agencies.
When he’s not writing, he takes pleasure
in playing with his daughter, researching
family history, singlehandedly solving the
problem of the French wine lake and wishing he were
George Clooney. Website: www.writermjlee.com

Douglas Lindsay is the author of over

twenty-five crime novels, beginning with
the black comedy Barney Thomson series,
the first title of which became cult movie
comedy classic The Legend of Barney
Thomson. His bestselling ongoing series
features the Glasgow-based DS Hutton.
The Highlands Westphall trilogy was
published by Mulholland in 2019. New
for 2022, a Glasgow noir, Buchan. He lives in Somerset.
Website: www.douglaslindsay.com

Adam Lyndon was born and raised in

Sussex. He has been a police officer for
twenty years, working across disciplines
including uniformed ops, firearms
command and as a detective in CID and
specialist investigations. He moved to
New Zealand before realising home is
where all the stories are, writing gritty, Eastbournebased police-procedurals with hard-edged authenticity.
He is married and has four children. His ambition, as his
children keep reminding him, is to own a dog.

Niki Mackay is the author of six

novels, I, Witness, The Lies We Tell,
Found Her, The Girls Inside, Loaded
with Taken due to be published in June
2022. She studied performing arts at the
BRIT school, holds a BA (Hons) in English
Literature and Drama and won a full
scholarship for her MA in Journalism. Her
current WIP is in a new genre and she is also dabbling
in script-writing. Website: www.nikimackay.com.
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Imran Mahmood is a barrister,

novelist and screenwriter. He is the
author of You Don’t Know Me, which
was longlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger
and made into a hugely successful BBC1
series in 2021, and I Know What I Saw,
which reached #2 on the Audible charts.

Louise Mangos writes award-winning

suspense fiction and short stories.
Her first two novels, Strangers on a
Bridge and The Art of Deception, are set
in Switzerland. Her third, a multi-setting
psychological thriller The Beaten Track, is
published by Red Dog Press. Louise lives
at the foot of the Alps with her Kiwi husband and two
sons where she enjoys skate skiing in winter and wild
swimming in summer. Website: www.louisemangos.com

Nina Manning worked as a chef and

in private households before signing
her first three book deal with Boldwood
Books in 2019. Nina writes psychological
thrillers and has sold in excess of 200,000
books to date. Nina’s debut novel The
Daughter in Law was an international
bestseller. Her 4th book The Bridesmaid
was in the Amazon eBook top 100 for
over 6 weeks. She lives in Oxfordshire with her family.
Website: www.ninamanningauthor.com

Linda Mather is the author of the Jo
Hughes Murder Mystery series: Forecast
Murder, A Sign for Murder, Murder as
Predicted and The Hanged Man, with a
fifth book out later this year, published
by Joffe Books. Jo Hughes is a PI and
astrologer. Described as ‘gripping and
twisty’, the stories are set in Birmingham, Coventry,
London and the Cotswolds. Travel, work and people
give Linda inspiration for her writing. Follow her on
Twitter @ILindaMather
Nadine Matheson was born and

lives in London. She now practises as
a criminal defence lawyer. In 2016, she
won the City University Crime Writing
Competition and completed the Creative
Writing (Crime/Thriller Novels) MA at City
University of London with Distinction in
2018. Her debut crime fiction novel, The
Jigsaw Man, was published by HQ in 2021. The next in
the series, The Binding Room, will be published in July
2022. Website: www.nadinematheson.com
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Luke McCallin was born in 1972 in
Oxford and went to school around the
world. He has worked with the United
Nations as a humanitarian relief worker
and peacekeeper in the Caucasus, the
Sahel, and the Balkans. His experiences
drive his writing, exploring what happens
to normal people - those stricken by conflict, by disaster
- put under abnormal pressures. Luke has a master's
degree in political science, speaks French, and can just
get by in Russian. Website: www.lukemccallin.com
Simon McCleave is a million selling

crime novelist who lives in North Wales
with his wife and two children. His first
book, The Snowdonia Killings, was
released in January 2020 and reached No
1 in the UK Chart, selling 250,000 copies.
His nine subsequent novels in the DI Ruth
Hunter Snowdonia series have all been top 20 best
sellers. Simon is about to launch a new crime series
based on Anglesey in May 2022 for Harper Collins.

Alan McDermott is the author of 14

books and counting. His Tom Gray series,
which starts with Gray Justice, has sold
over a million copies, and he has also
written four books in the bestselling
Eva Driscoll thriller series (first in the
series is Run and Hide) as well as three standalone
novels. Alan is married and lives with his wife and twin
daughters on the south coast of England. Website:
www.alanmcdermottbooks.co.uk

Saima Mir has written for The
Times, Guardian and The Independent.
Her essay for It's Not About The
Burqa (Picador) appeared in Guardian
Weekend and received over 250,000
hits online in two days. She has also
contributed to the anthology The Best,
Most Awful Job: Twenty Writers Talk Honestly About
Motherhood. Saima grew up in Bradford and now lives
in London. Website: www.saimamir.com
Donna Moore, CrimeFest’s co-

host, also works as a literacy tutor for
marginalised and vulnerable women,
facilitates creative writing workshops and
has a PhD in Creative Writing around
women’s history and gender-based
violence. Her first novel, Go To Helena
Handbasket, won the Lefty Award for most humorous
crime fiction novel and her second novel, Old Dogs,
was shortlisted for both the Lefty and Last Laugh
Awards. Her short stories have been published in
various anthologies.

Robin Morgan-Bentley was born
and grew up in London. His debut thriller,
The Wreckage, was nominated for the
CWA Dagger John Creasey New Blood
Award, the CrimeFest Specsavers Debut
Crime Award and Capital Crime's Debut
Book of the Year Award. His second
thriller, The Guest House, will be released
in June 2022. Robin lives in Buckinghamshire with his
husband and son. Website: www.robinmorganbentley.com
Ewan Morrison is a novelist,

screenwriter and essayist. His pandemic
thriller, How to Survive Everything, is
being developed for TV, and his 2019
novel, Nina X, won the Saltire Society
Scottish Fiction Book of the Year and
is currently being developed as a
feature film. He has previously won the
Scottish Book of the Year Fiction Prize (2013) and the
Glenfiddich Scottish Writer of the Year (2012). Morrison
has also been nominated for three Scottish BAFTAs.
Website: www.ewanmorrison.com

James D Mortain is a former CID

detective with over twenty years of
experience working in the criminal justice
system, both frontline and in the court
services. James' first-hand insight into
the criminal world makes for fast-paced,
compelling mysteries with realistic
characters and intricate plot twists. His
two series feature Bath detective Andy Deans and
Bristol-based DI Robbie Chilcott. Originally from Bath,
James now lives in beautiful North Devon with his
young family. Website: www.jamesdmortain.com

Elizabeth Mundy’s grandmother was

a Hungarian immigrant to America who
raised five children on a chicken farm in
Indiana. An English Literature graduate
from Edinburgh University, Elizabeth lives
in London with her messy husband and
two young children. A Messy Affair is the
third novel in the Lena Szarka mystery
series. Website: www.elizabethmundy.com

Tina Orr Munro was born in

Hampshire to an English mother and a
Greek/Armenian father who later moved
to Devon. After university she trained as
a CSI, then became a secondary school
teacher. She changed career at 33 to
become a police and crime journalist.
She has since returned with her family to
live in North Devon, the setting for Breakneck Point.
Her time as a CSI provided the inspiration for the novel.
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Amita Murray’s Arya Winters

and the Tiramisu of Death (Agora)
challenges tropes of femininity and
sex in crime fiction. Publishers Weekly
says ‘it turns the cozy genre on its head.’
Amita’s novel The Trouble With Rose
came out with HarperCollins (2019)
and her collection Marmite and Mango
Chutney won the SI Leeds Prize (2016). Amita has held
residencies with Spread the Word, Leverhulme and
Literature Works and taught at the Universities of East
Anglia and Plymouth. @AmitaMurray Website: www.
amitamurray.com

Alex North was born in Leeds,

where he still lives with his wife and
son. His novel The Whisper Man was an
international bestseller that is currently
being adapted for film. His latest novel
is The Shadow Friend.

Nell Pattison studied English at
university before becoming a teacher
specialising in Deaf education. She began
losing her hearing in her twenties and has
been teaching in the Deaf community for
fifteen years, working with students who
use British Sign Language. She believes
in the importance of disability representation in the arts
and her novels portray a wide range of deaf characters.
Nell is the author of The Silent House, Silent Night, The
Silent Suspect, and Hide.
Biba Pearce grew up on the wild
eastern coast of Southern Africa. She
now lives in Surrey, and when she
isn’t writing, can be found rambling
through the countryside or kayaking
on the River Thames. She writes gritty
police procedurals and is the author of
the bestselling DCI Rob Miller series
published by Joffe Books. Her latest release, The South
Bank Murders, is out now. Website: www.bibapearce.com
David Penny is the author of the
Thomas Berrington Historical Mysteries
set in the chaotic final years of Moorish
al-Andalus in Spain. He started writing
again after a lapse of almost 40 years.
After being traditionally published in his
20s with four science fiction novels, he
chose to publish independently on his
return to writing. David’s work is available in eBook,
print and audio, as well as translations into Spanish and
German. Website: www.davidpenny.com
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Sarah Pinborough is a New York
Times bestselling and Sunday Times
#1 and Internationally bestselling
author published in over 30 territories
worldwide. Her recent books include
Behind Her Eyes, a smash hit Netflix
limited series and Dead To Her, in
development with Amazon Studios. Sarah lives in
the historic town of Stony Stratford, the home of the
Cock and Bull story, with her dog Ted. Her latest novel,
Insomnia, came out in March 2022. Website: www.
sarahpinborough.com
Christine Poulson was a respectable

academic with a PhD in History of Art
before she turned to crime. Deep
Water (2016) was the first in a series of
medical thrillers featuring scientist Katie
Flanagan. Cold Cold Heart (2017) is set
in Antarctica, An Air That Kills (2019)
in a high security lab. She has written
numerous short stories and in 2018 was shortlisted for
both the Margery Allingham Prize and the CWA Short
Story Dagger. Website: www.christinepoulson.co.uk
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Caro Ramsay was born in Govan,
Glasgow and started writing her first
book, Absolution, during a long spell in
hospital. The Anderson & Costello series
now runs into 13 books and there is a
standalone The Cursed Girls. Snapdragon
will be published in December 2022. With
Douglas Skelton and Michael Malone, Caro Ramsay is
part of the Crime Writers Amalgamated Players (CRAP).
In her spare time, she still works as an osteopath.
Website: www.caroramsay.com
Michael Ridpath used to work as a

bond trader in the City of London. After
writing several financial thrillers, which
were published in over thirty languages,
he began a crime series featuring the
Icelandic detective Magnus Jonson, the
latest of which is Death in Dalvik. He
has also written five standalone
historical thrillers. He lives in London. Website: www.
michaelridpath.com

Mike Ripley appeared on the crime

scene thirty-one years ago with his
award-winning 'Angel' series of comedy
thrillers. He was crime critic for the Daily
Telegraph for ten years, a scriptwriter
on BBC’s Lovejoy and, as editor for
Ostara, republished almost 100 outof-print crime novels. His history of British thrillers,
Kiss Kiss Bang Bang, won CrimeFest’s H.R.F. Keating
Award and he is currently the ‘continuation’ author for
Margery Allingham’s Golden Age hero Albert Campion.
Website: www.shotsmag.co.uk

Leigh Russell has written twenty-seven
crime novels, including the bestselling
Geraldine Steel series which has sold
over a million copies in the UK, and is
translated as far afield as China. During
lockdown she wrote a historical novel
and a dystopian novel. Shortlisted for the
CWA New Blood Dagger Award, and the CWA Dagger
in the Library, Leigh chairs the CWA Debut Dagger
Judges, and is a Consultant Royal Literary Fellow.
Website: www.leighrussell.co.uk
Barry Ryan has over 25 years
experience as a content creator,
journalist, broadcast journalist and TV
producer and director. He was a BBC
Trainee and worked across a variety of
genres. He has produced prime time
programming for ITV, BBC, Channel
4, Five and a range of digital channels
including A&E, UKTV channels, ITV 2, 3 & 4 and many
others. His production company, Free@LastTV, creates
Agatha Raisin for Sky and Acorn TV. Website: www.
freeatlasttv.co.uk
G.D. Sanders grew up in Kent and

worked in industry before pursuing an
academic career. On leaving academia
he switched to writing fiction. While
completing the Curtis Brown Creative
Writing course he began a crime series
featuring a bright, but impetuous,
female detective, DI Ed (Edina)
Ogborne, set in Canterbury, Kent. The first two
novels, The Taken Girls and The Victim, are published
by HarperCollins One More Chapter. Twitter: @
GDSandersAuthor

L.F. Robertson is a practising lawyer.

She is the author of Two Lost Boys,
Madman Walking, and Next of Kin. Like
her protagonist, Janet Moodie, she
works on death penalty appeals and
tends a struggling garden and orchard.
She lives in San Luis Obispo, a quiet
college town in central California. Recently she has
lightened a monastic existence by studying Spanish
and Mandarin and honing her expertise in Zoom, as
she contemplates her next book. Website: www.
lfrobertson.net

Vanessa Savage is the author of three

thrillers: The Woman in the Dark, The
Woods, and The Night They Vanished.
Her work has been shortlisted for
numerous prizes, including the Caledonia
Fiction Prize. As well as writing crime
novels, Vanessa is a graphic designer
and illustrator. She lives by the sea in South Wales
with her husband and two daughters. Website: www.
vanessasavage.co.uk

Karen Robinson is a freelance writer

and editor. Crime and thriller fiction
was a major part of her work at The
Sunday Times, writing reviews, interviews,
features and news stories about the
genre. Now she is a judge for the CWA
John Creasey New Blood Dagger and
reads crime books for fun.
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Leslie Scase is the Shropshire-based

author of the Inspector Chard Mysteries,
crime thrillers set in the heyday of
Victorian Britain. The first novel Fortuna’s
Deadly Shadow was published in 2020.
The second, Fatal Solution, was published
in May 2021. Sabrina’s Teardrop, a thriller
set in Shropshire, will be published in Autumn 2022.
An advocate of the ‘classic’ murder mystery genre,
Leslie is also a keen historian, which is reflected in the
authenticity of his novels.

Robert Scragg had a random mix of

jobs before taking the dive into crimewriting; he's been a bookseller, pizza
deliverer, karate instructor & football
coach. He’s a founding member of the
Northern Crime Syndicate crime-writers
group. His debut, What Falls Between
The Cracks, was a New Writing North
Read Regional pick for 2019. His work has won him
the Lindisfarne Prize for Crime Fiction 2021, and a
shortlisting for the CWA short-story dagger. Website:
www.robertscragg.com

Helen Sedgwick is the author of The
Comet Seekers (Harvill Secker 2016),
The Growing Season (2017), and the
Burrowhead Mysteries crime trilogy of
When the Dead Come Calling (Point
Blank 2020), Where the Missing Gather
(2021) and What Doesn’t Break Us (2022).
She has been shortlisted for the Saltire
Society Fiction Book of the Year and was appointed
Dr Gavin Wallace Fellow in 2021. A former research
physicist, Helen now lives in the Scottish Highlands.
Website: www.helensedgwick.com
Victoria Selman is the author of

the critically acclaimed Ziba MacKenzie
series. Her debut novel, Blood For Blood,
was shortlisted for the prestigious Debut
Dagger Award and an Amazon Charts
#1 bestseller for five weeks, selling over
half a million copies. She was shortlisted
for the 2021 Short Story Dagger Award and co-hosts
CrimeTime FM with Barry Forshaw and Paul Burke.
Her first standalone thriller, Truly Darkly Deeply, is
Quercus’ lead crime title for 2022. Website: www.
victoriaselmanauthor.com

Zoë Sharp spent her childhood living

aboard a catamaran on the northwest
coast of England. She opted out of
mainstream education at twelve, and
wrote her first novel at fifteen. She
began writing crime thriller fiction after
receiving death-threats in the course of
her work as a photojournalist, and has been nominated
for numerous awards. She is currently writing a new
mystery thriller series for Bookouture, which began with
The Last Time She Died. Website: www.ZoeSharp.com

Alex Shaw spent the late 1990s

in Ukraine, teaching and running his
business before joining Siemens to
work across the former USSR, and the
EMEA. An ITW and CWA member, his
Aidan Snow, Jack Tate and Sophie Racine
thrillers are published by HarperCollins
and Luzifer Verlag. Total Blackout was shortlisted for
the 2021 Wilbur Smith Adventure Writing Award – Best
Published Novel. Alex and his family divide their time
between homes in Ukraine and England. Website: www.
alexwshaw.co.uk
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Jane Shemilt is the bestselling author

of psychological thrillers Daughter, The
Drowning Lesson, How Far We Fall,
and Little Friends. Following a career
in General Practice, she completed
Daughter during an MA in Creative
Writing (Bath Spa). Daughter became a
Richard and Judy pick, was nominated for
an Edgar Award, and became the fastest selling debut
of 2014. Her latest, The Patient, publishes in Spring
2022 (Harper Collins UK and the US). Website: www.
janeshemilt.com

Laura Shepherd-Robinson worked

in politics for nearly twenty years before
re-entering normal life to complete an
MA in Creative Writing at City University.
Blood & Sugar, her first novel, won the
Historical Writers’ Association Debut
Crown, was a Waterstones Thriller of
the Month, and a Guardian and Telegraph novel of
the year. It was shortlisted for the CWA John Creasey
(New Blood) Dagger and won the inaugural CrimeFest
Specsavers Award for Best Debut Crime Novel in 2020.
Website: www.laurashepherdrobinson.com

Eve Smith writes speculative fiction,

attributing her love of the dark and
dystopian to a childhood watching Tales
of the Unexpected. Longlisted for the
Not the Booker Prize, Smith was named
‘an exciting new voice in crime fiction’.
Her previous job at an environmental
charity nurtured a passion for science,
and her upcoming release, Off Target, looks to a future
where genetic engineering has become the norm.
Website: www.evesmithauthor.com

Fiona Veitch Smith is a lover of
Golden Age mysteries and historical
fiction. Her Poppy Denby Investigates
books are set in the Roaring Twenties
and immerse readers in the fashion,
culture, politics and social challenges
of the time, while weaving intricate
mysteries packed with whodunits and red herrings.
Book one, The Jazz Files, was shortlisted for the CWA
Historical Dagger. Fiona, like Poppy, was formerly a
journalist. She lives in Newcastle upon Tyne. Website:
www.poppydenby.com

Cath Staincliffe is a bestselling,

award-winning novelist, radio playwright
and creator of ITV’s hit series Blue
Murder. Cath has been shortlisted for
the CWA New Blood Dagger and twice
for the Dagger in the Library. She won
the Short Story Dagger in 2012 and
the Writers Guild of Great Britain’s Best Radio Drama
Award in 2019. Her standalone novels examine the
impact of crime on ordinary families. Cath’s latest title is
Running out of Road. Website: www.cathstaincliffe.co.uk

Michael Stanley see Stanley Trollip
Linda Stratmann is the author of
three crime fiction series with Victorian
settings. In the Bayswater mysteries
Frances Doughty combats wily criminals
and prejudice against lady detectives.
In Brighton diminutive Mina Scarletti
exposes fraudulent spirit mediums.
Linda’s new series The Early Casebook of Sherlock
Holmes, shows a youthful Holmes, before he knew
Watson, becoming the legendary detective. Linda’s 30
books also include biography and true crime, notably a
history of nineteenth century poison murder. Website:
www.lindastratmann.com
Tim Sullivan is an acclaimed

screenwriter, whose credits include A
Handful of Dust, Jack and Sarah (which
he also directed) and My Little Pony – A
New Generation. He is also a Television
director whose credits include Sherlock
Holmes and Cold Feet. He has now
embarked on a series of crime novels –
The Dentist, The Cyclist and The Patient – set in Bristol
featuring the eccentric and socially-awkward, but
brilliantly persistent, DS George Cross. Website: www.
timsullivan.uk

Sarah Sultoon is a journalist and

writer, having travelled across the world
as international news executive at CNN.
Sultoon has won awards for her work, and
an Emmy for covering Europe’s migrant
crisis. Sarah lives in London with her
family, and she’s currently working on
her upcoming release. The Shot, releasing this year, is
a thriller about an aspiring TV journalist who faces a
shattering moral dilemma after joining a photographer
in the Middle East.
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C.L. Taylor is The Sunday Times

bestselling author of nine gripping
standalone psychological thrillers
including The Guilty Couple, Her Last
Holiday, The Missing and
Sleep, a Richard and Judy pick in 2019.
Her award-winning books have been
published in twenty-one countries and sold nearly two
million copies in the UK alone. She has also written
two young adult thrillers. Cally lives in Bristol with her
partner and son. Website: www.cltaylorauthor.com

Russ Thomas was born in Essex,

raised in Berkshire and now lives in
Sheffield. After a few 'proper' jobs
(among them: pot-washer, optician's
receptionist, supermarket warehouse
operative, call-centre telephonist, and
storage salesman) he discovered the joys
of bookselling, where he could talk to
people about books all day. Cold Reckoning, the third
novel in his highly-acclaimed, Sheffield-set DS Adam
Tyler series, publishes in May 2022. Website: www.
russthomasauthor.com

Lesley Thomson’s first novel Seven
Miles From Sydney (1987) was one of
London’s City Limits' books of that year.
A Kind of Vanishing won The People’s
Book Prize. The Detective’s Daughter
series has sold over 850K copies. The
Sunday Times on The Distant Dead,
2021; ‘Lesley Thomson can make your
flesh creep at will. Her sense of place, during the Blitz
or in the present, is remarkable.’ Lesley’s latest novel,
The Companion, is out in June 2022. Website: www.
lesleythomson.co.uk
Rebecca Thornton writes domestic

suspense novels for HarperCollins. Author
of The Fallout, Your Guilty Secret and
The Exclusives, she was a WHSmith Fresh
Talent pick and has also written for the
Guardian, Daily Mail, You magazine and
Stella Magazine, amongst others. She has
been an undercover reporter and worked
in Kosovo, the Middle East and the UK. She now lives
in West London.

Simon Toyne’s first book, SANCTUS,

was translated into 29 languages,
published in over sixty countries and
was an international and Sunday Times
bestseller. As well as being the author of
six other thrillers including the Solomon
Creed series and the upcoming Dark
Objects, he is also the presenter of Written in Blood,
a true crime TV show where bestselling authors
investigate the real crimes that have inspired their
fiction. Website: www.simontoyne.net
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Mystery People
For readers and writers of mystery

A group dedicated to the promotion of
crime fiction, which is especially encouraging of new authors. But we’re not just a
writers’ group. As without readers, what
would writers do?

Everyone is welcome to
Join us!
As a member you will receive a regular
newsletter, which includes reports on recent conferences, news, interviews, articles, and book reviews.
To subscribe visit our website
www.mysterypeople.co.uk and click on
‘Join us, or contact Lizzie Sirett on
mysterypeople@outlook.com
We look forward to welcoming you
Nick Triplow is the author of Getting
Carter: Ted Lewis and the Birth of Brit
Noir (longlisted for the CWA Gold
Dagger for Non-Fiction and CrimeFest
H.R.F. Keating Award); the South London
crime noir novel, Frank’s Wild Years; and
the social history books The Women They
Left Behind, Distant Water, and Pattie
Slappers. Originally from London, Nick lives in Bartonupon-Humber and is co-director of Hull Noir Crime
Fiction Festival.

Stanley Trollip was born in South
Africa and writes the Detective Kubu
series with Michael Sears under the name
Michael Stanley. A critically acclaimed
series, it won the Barry Award and
was a finalist for five others, including
the Crime Writers’ Association Debut
Dagger. They also wrote a thriller, Dead
of Night, featuring investigative reporter Crystal
Nguyen. In 2021, he published his first solo book,
Wolfman, also featuring Crystal Nguyen. Website: www.
michaelstanleybooks.com
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Antti Tuomainen—Finnish native—

was a copywriter when he made his
literary debut in 2007. Several awardwinning books later, crowned ‘The King
of Helsinki Noir’, Tuomainen became an
international bestseller with The Man
Who Died, Palm Beach Finland, Little
Siberia and more. His latest release, The
Rabbit Factor, combines a dark thriller with romance
and comedy and is the first book in Antti’s first-ever
series.

Catriona Ward is the bestselling

author of Sundial, The Last House on
Needless Street, Little Eve (winner of the
Shirley Jackson and the August Derleth
Awards), and Rawblood, which also won
the August Derleth, making her the only
woman to win the prize twice. She was
born in Washington, DC and grew up in the United
States, Kenya, Madagascar, Yemen, and Morocco. She
now lives in London and Devon. Follow her on Twitter
@CatrionaWard

Rhiannon Ward is the author of two
gothic historical thrillers. Her first, The
Quickening, was a Radio Times Book of
the Year and The Shadowing was a Daily
Express critic's favourite of 2021. As
Sarah Ward, she is the author of four DC
Childs novels set in the Derbyshire Peak
District where she lives and she also has written two Doctor
Who audio dramas. Website: www.crimepieces.com
Holly Watt’s debut thriller, To the
Lions, was awarded the Crime Writers’
Association Ian Fleming Steel Dagger
in 2019 and the CrimeFest eDunnit
Award. The Dead Line was published
in April 2020 and was a Times and
Financial Times Book of the Year. Book
three in the series, The Hunt and the
Kill, was published last year. Holly previously worked
as an investigative journalist at The Sunday Times, the
Telegraph and the Guardian. Website: www.hollywatt.co.uk
Matt Wesolowski is an author and
UK-based English tutor for young people
in care. Matt started his writing career in
horror, and his debut thriller, Six Stories,
was an Amazon bestseller, with film rights
sold to a major Hollywood studio. His
subsequent books in the series went on
to become international successes, with the sixth book,
Demon, recently published. Matt currently lives in
Newcastle with his partner and young son.

Daisy White (aka D.E. White)

is a former flight attendant and
NHS ambulance worker. She writes
psychological thrillers, cosy crime and
crime thrillers, including her Amazon
bestselling Detective Dove Milson
series, which are published by Joffe
Books: Glass Dolls, The Ice Daughters and The
Abberley Beach Murders. Book 4 comes out in 2022.
She also wrote Remember Me and The Forgotten
Child published by HarperCollins, plus two cosy crime
trilogies. Website: www.daisywhiteauthor.co.uk

Kevin Wignall is the author of a

number of highly regarded literary
thrillers, including the international
bestsellers A Death in Sweden and
The Traitor’s Story. Several of his books
and stories have attracted film interest,
including the latest, To Die in Vienna,
which is being turned into a film starring
Jake Gyllenhaal. He also writes for young adults, and
his latest, When We Were Lost, is published in June.
Website: www.kevinwignall.com

S.W. Williams is a long-time writer

and the editor of the online crime fiction
magazine Crime Fiction Fix (www.crimefiction-fix.com). Her non-fiction How To
Write Crime Fiction (Little, Brown) came
out in 2015. Her first crime fiction novel,
Small Deaths, was published in autumn
2017, while It Should Have Been You, the
first in a new series set in Central London, comes out
next year. Website: www.swwilliamsauthor.com.

Trevor Wood is a former sailor,

playwright and journalist. His first novel,
The Man on the Street, set in Newcastle’s
homeless community, won the CWA’s
New Blood Dagger and the Crimefest
Specsavers Debut Award in 2020. It was
also shortlisted for the Theakston’s Old
Peculier Crime Novel of the Year. It was
followed by the highly-acclaimed One Way Street.
The final book in the Jimmy Mullen trilogy, Dead End
Street, was published earlier this year. Website: www.
trevorwoodauthor.co.uk

The comments and views expressed by interviewers,
interviewees and panellists during CrimeFest are their own
and do not necessarily reflect those of the organisers.
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CONVENTION ROOMS
Ground floor

Mezzanine floor
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C RIME F EST

12.00 – 18.00: REGISTRATION DESK OPEN
DUCHESS 1 - 2

DUCHESS 3 - 4

PARTNERS IN CRIME: CRIME-SOLVING DUOS

ALL IN THE PAST: THE ENDURING FASCINATION
WITH HISTORICAL CRIME FICTION

• Kate Ellis
14.40–15.30 • Mark Ellis

• Carolyn Kirby
• Leigh Russell
Participating Moderator: Linda Stratmann

BUBBLING UNDER: CREATING TENSION

• Brian Price
• Leslie Scase
• Laura Shepherd-Robinson
• Cath Staincliffe
Participating Moderator: Samantha Lee Howe

TICKING CLOCKS: IS CRIME FICTION A RACE
AGAINST TIME?

A CHANGE IS AS GOOD AS A REST: WRITING MORE
THAN ONE SERIES

• Steve Cavanagh

• T.E. Kinsey
• M.J. Lee
• Douglas Lindsay
• Michael Stanley (Stanley Trollip)
Participating Moderator: Michael Ridpath

15.50–16.40 • Jørn Lier Horst

• Tina Orr Munro
• Trevor Wood
Participating Moderator: L.F. Robertson
AUTHORS REMEMBERED

• Fiona Erskine (on Lionel Davidson)
• Maxim Jakubowksi (on Cornell Woolrich)
17.00–17.50 • John Lawton (on Jerzy Kosiński)
• Nick Triplow (on Ted Lewis)
Participating moderator: Mike Ripley (on Duncan
Torrens)

YOU’RE HAVING A LAUGH: HUMOUR IN CRIME
FICTION

• Helen FitzGerald
• Dolores Gordon-Smith
• Amita Murray
• Antti Tuomainen
Participating Moderator: Nev Fountain

BALLROOM
20.00–21.30

Pa n e l a n d E v e n t s S c h e d u l e

• Thomas Enger
• Stuart Field
13.30–14.20
• Michael Kurland
• Russ Thomas
Participating Moderator: Sam Holland

CRIMEFEST Pub Quiz, with crime writer and critic Peter Guttridge as your quiz inquisitor. Prizes to be won!

T h u rs d a y , 1 2 M a y 2 022

CRIMINAL CALENDAR 2022-2023
HARROGATE CRIME WRITING FESTIVAL

BOUCHERCON

21-24 July
Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate
https://harrogateinternationalfestivals.com/crimewriting-festival/

World Mystery Convention
8 - 11 September
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
https://www.bouchercon2022.com

ST HILDA’S CRIME & MYSTERY WEEKEND

Prime Crime Festival

13-15 August
St. Hilda’s College, Oxford
development.office@st-hildas.ox.ac.uk
https://www.st-hildas.ox.ac.uk/content/2021-sthilda%E2%80%99s-college-crime-fiction-weekend

NOIRWICH CRIME WRITING FESTIVAL
September
Norwich
https://noirwich.co.uk

BLOODY SCOTLAND

15-18 September
Stirling
www.bloodyscotland.com

28-30 October
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA
https://ccprimecrime.com

LEFT COAST CRIME

16-19 March 2023
Tucson, Arizona, USA
https://leftcoastcrime.org/2023

MALICE DOMESTIC 2023

Bethesda, Maryland, USA
https://www.malicedomestic.org/
CRIMEFEST
11 - 14 May 2023
Bristol
www.crimefest.com

35

Our House © Red Planet Pictures Limited 2022. All Rights Reserved. Licensed by ITV Studios Ltd. Harry Palmer: The Ipcress File © Altitude Film Entertainment Limited 2021 All Rights Reserved.
Licensed by ITV Studios Ltd. Holding © 2022 ITV Studios Limited/Port Pictures Limited. All Rights Reserved. Anne © World Productions Limited 2019. All rights reserved. Licensed by ITV Studios
Global Entertainment. Vera © ITV Studios Limited 2021. All Rights Reserved. Licensed and distributed by ITV Ventures Ltd. (Trading as ITV Studios Global Entertainment). The Bay: © ITV Studios
Limited 2018, 2020, 2021. All Rights Reserved. Licensed by ITV Studios Ltd. Four Lives © ITV Studios Limited 2019. All rights reserved. Licensed by ITV Studios Global Entertainment.

C RIME F EST

8.30 – 18.15: REGISTRATION DESK OPEN
DUCHESS 1 - 2
40 YEARS OF CHANGE: FROM
THE DEPRESSED 30S TO THE
SWINGING 60S
9.00– • Tim Glister
• Michael Kurland
9.50 • John Lawton • Niki Mackay

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS: NOT SO
PERFECT LIVES
10.10– • Tina Baker
11.00 • Vanessa Savage

• L.F. Robertson
• Catriona Ward
Participating Moderator: Caroline
England

MARLBOROUGH

STICKING TO THE LAW: POLICE
PROCEDURALS

• Rachael Blok • Stuart Field
• Leigh Russell • G.D. Sanders
Participating Moderator: Paul
Gitsham
SUSPECT EVERYONE: TIGHT KNIT OUT OF UNIFORM: GIFTED
AMATEURS
COMMUNITIES, SMALL TOWNS
• Elizabeth Mundy • Nell Pattison
AND LOCKED ROOMS

• Rachael Blok • James Delargy
• Victoria Dowd • David Hewson
Participating Moderator: Martin
Edwards

• Fiona Veitch Smith • Trevor Wood
Participating Moderator: Carolyn
Kirby

CROOKED PATHS: PLOTS THAT
TWIST AND TURN

A STRANGE BUSINESS? PRIVATE
EYES AND PAID SLEUTHS

• Simon Brett
• Sam Carrington
• Michael Ridpath • Simon Toyne
Participating Moderator: Katerina
Diamond

• Mick Finlay
• Felix Francis
• Cath Staincliffe • Lesley Thomson
Participating Moderator: Cathy Ace

DIVIDED SOCIETY: HATE CRIMES
AND SOCIAL FACTORS

BURYING SECRETS: WHO KNOWS
WHAT, WHEN, AND WHY?

• Kia Abdullah

• Mason Cross
• Stephen Edger
• Eve Smith
• Russ Thomas
Participating Moderator: Emily Koch

NETFLIX'S THE STAIRCASE:
PLEADING GUILTY TO A CRIME
YOU DIDN'T COMMIT?

THIS IS THE MODERN WORLD:
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND
11.20– SOCIAL MEDIA
12.10 • Simon Conway
• Fiona Erskine

• Antony Johnston • Eve Smith
Participating Moderator: Christine
Poulson

• Antony Dunford
• Holly Watt
Participating Moderator: Michael
Stanley (Stanley Trollip)

12.30– • Sarah Sultoon
13.20

CRIME IN THE CITY

HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO?

CHARACTERS AT THE EDGE
• Elle Croft • Jeff Dowson
13.40– • Biba Pearce • Victoria Selman
• Andrew Child • Katerina Diamond
14.30
Participating Moderator: Linda Mather • Robert Goddard • Yrsa Sigurðardóttir
Participating Moderator: Alex North

14.50– • Peter Hanington
15.40 • Vaseem Khan

• David Hewson
• Louise Mangos
Participating Moderator: Barry
Forshaw

TRUTH AND REALITY: RESEARCH
AND SOURCES

• Sue Lawrence • Imran Mahmood
• Linda Stratmann • Catriona Ward
Participating Moderator: Janet
Laurence
ITW: THRILLING FOR A LIVING

• Alison Bruce
• Dugald Bruce-Lockhart
16.00– • Felix Francis
• Alex Shaw
16.50
• Andrew Hewson
• Michael Stanley (Stanley Trollip)
Participating Interviewer: Simon Brett Participating Moderator: Zoë Sharp
In association with International
Thriller Writers
DICK FRANCIS: GHOST OF
HONOUR

LIFE IN THE SHADOWS:
SPIES ASSASSINS & COVERT
OPERATORS

• Tim Glister
• Samantha Lee Howe
• Antony Johnston
• Neil Lancaster
Participating Moderator: Alex Shaw
TOXIC: WHEN RELATIONSHIPS
TURN BAD

• Claire Douglas • Nina Manning
• Robin Morgan-Bentley
• Rebecca Thornton
Participating Moderator: Lisa Hall
VIOLENCE & GORE: SWEET OLD
LADIES & SERIAL KILLERS

• Vicki Bradley
• Thomas Enger
• Nadine Matheson • Alan McDermott
Participating Moderator: Victoria
Selman

PLAYING GAMES: WHEN
REVIEWING THE REVIEWERS:
SOMEONE IS TORMENTING YOUR IN REMEMBRANCE OF MARCEL
BERLINS
CHARACTERS
17.10– • Neil Daws
18.00 • Janice Hallett

• Chris Ewan
• Scott Kershaw
Participating Moderator: Jane
Shemilt

• Barry Forshaw • Maxim Jakubowski
• Mike Ripley
• Karen Robinson
Participating Moderator: Peter
Guttridge

BALLROOM
18.30–
19.30

CRIMEFEST hosts the Crime Writers’ Association’s Dagger Announcement Reception
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SLEUTHS ABROAD: CRIME IN
FOREIGN CLIMES

• Steve Cavanagh (defence)
• Imran Mahmood (prosecution)
• Ayo Onatade (The Judge)

Pa n e l a n d E v e n t s S c h e d u l e

Participating Moderator: Luke
McCallin

DUCHESS 3 - 4

C RIME F EST

8.30 – 17.00: REGISTRATION DESK OPEN
DUCHESS 1 - 2

MARLBOROUGH

HOW MUCH BLOOD?: DEPICTIONS
OF VIOLENCE

• D.V. Bishop
• Ruth Dudley Edwards
• Lisa Hall
• T.E. Kinsey
Participating Moderator: Daisy White

Pa n e l a n d E v e n t s S c h e d u l e

DEBUT AUTHORS: AN
INFUSION OF FRESH BLOOD
• Scott Kershaw
9.00– • Adam Lyndon
9.50
• Nadine Matheson
• Saima Mir
• Tina Orr Munro

DUCHESS 3 - 4

Moderator: Karen Robinson
MARTIN EDWARDS
& ROBERT GODDARD
10.10– Winners of the 2020 and 2019
11.00 CWA Diamond Dagger

Interviewer: Donna Moore

MORALITY AND JUSTICE: WHO
DECIDES RIGHT AND WRONG?

• Kia Abdullah

11.20– • M.K. Hill
12.10

• Jack Jordan
• Luke McCallin
Participating Moderator: Alice
Clark-Platts

12.3013.20

• Elle Croft
• Ross Greenwood
• Douglas Lindsay
• S.W. Williams
Participating Moderator: Caro Ramsay
SHIVERS AND SHUDDERS:
CREEPING OUT THE READER

DON’T LOOK AWAY: DOING THE
RIGHT THING

• Alex North
• Sarah Pinborough
• Helen Sedgwick
• Matt Wesolowski
Participating Moderator: Rhiannon
Ward

• Simon Conway
• Mark Ellis
• Helen Fields
• Saima Mir
Participating Moderator: Holly Watt

POWER CORRUPTS: ABUSES OF
POWER

SANCTUARY?: FINDING A PLACE
OF SAFETY

*WESSEX ROOM*
Featured Guest Author:

ANN CLEEVES
Interviewer: Barry Forshaw
IT’S A FAIR COP: WRITING THE
MODERN POLICE PROCEDURAL

• Tim Sullivan
• Sarah Ward
Participating Moderator: Helen
Fields

• D.V. Bishop
• Alex Dahl
• David Penny
• Jane Shemilt
Participating Moderator: Vaseem
Khan

• Chris Ewan
• Paul Gitsham
• Christine Poulson
• Vanessa Savage
Participating Moderator: Louise
Mangos

TRYING TO FORGET: WHEN THE
PAST COMES BACK TO HAUNT
YOU

SUSPICION AND DOUBT: WHO CAN
YOU TRUST?

*WESSEX ROOM*
Featured Guest Author

ANDREW CHILD
Interviewer: Peter Guttridge
I’M READY FOR MY CLOSE-UP:
FROM PAGE TO SCREEN

• Ann Cleeves
• Sarah Pinborough
16.00• Yrsa Sigurdardottir
16.50
• Antti Tuomainen
Participating Moderator: Kevin
Wignall

• Mason Cross
• Alex Dahl
• Helen FitzGerald
• Paul Finch
• David Jackson
• Robert Scragg
• Louise Jensen
• C.L. Taylor
Participating Moderator: Robin
Participating Moderator: Alison Bruce Morgan-Bentley

17.45– *BALLROOM*
18.30 Pre-Gala Awards Dinner Reception – with thanks to Specsavers. (All pass holders welcome)
18.30 *WESSEX ROOM*
Gala Awards Dinner – Gala Dinner ticket holders only
TBA *BALLROOM*
Eurovision Song Contest finals screening – Everyone welcome
With thanks to

for Jørn Lier Horst's panel appearances
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13.40- • Jørn Lier Horst
14.30 • Simon McCleave

14:50 –
15:40

LAW AND DISORDER: CROSSING
LINES

OUT NOW ON DVD

available at

C RIME F EST

9.00 – 13.15: REGISTRATION DESK OPEN
DUCHESS 1 - 2
LONG-TIME FRIENDS:WRITING A LONGSTANDING SERIES
9.30–10.20

CRIMEFEST 2022 TOASTRIX
ZOË SHARP
INTERVIEWER: PETER GUTTRIDGE

THE INDIE ALTERNATIVE

• Dawn Brookes
• Stephen Collier
• Caroline Goldsworthy
• Elizabeth Hill
• James Mortain
Participating Moderator: Zoë Sharp

Pa n e l a n d E v e n t s S c h e d u l e

10.40–11.30

• Cathy Ace
• Andrew Child
• Peter Guttridge
• Caro Ramsay
Participating Moderator: Kate Ellis

DUCHESS 3 - 4

THE GOLDEN AGE: THE COLLINS CRIME CLUB
AND DETECTION CLUB

• David Brawn
• Martin Edwards
• Janet Laurence
• Barry Ryan
Participating Moderator: Simon Brett

CRIMINAL MASTERMIND QUIZ

12.00–1.00

• Cathy Ace (on Ian Fleming's Bond novels)
• D.V. Bishop (on Morse, the television series)
• Robert Goddard (on Hergé's TinTin books)
• Peter Hanington (on Journalist heroes in crime and
thriller fiction)
Quizmaster: Maxim Jakubowski
Attend the quiz for a chance to win a pair of passes
to CrimeFest 2023 (including the Gala Dinner).

S u n d a y , 1 5 M a y 2 022
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Crime that
speaks to you
Download your first audiobook free with
your 30-day trial at audible.co.uk

Proud
sponsors of
Proud
sponsors
CrimeFest
2022
of CrimeFest 2018

* Membership automatically renews
at £7.99/month after free trial.

Awards
THE 2022 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS
Winners will be announced at the CrimeFest Gala Awards Dinner on Saturday 14 May

AUDIBLE SOUNDS OF CRIME AWARD					
The AUDIBLE Sounds of Crime Award is for the best unabridged crime audiobook first published in the
United Kingdom in 2021 in both printed and audio formats, and available for download from audible.
co.uk, Britain’s largest provider of downloadable audiobooks.
Courtesy of sponsor Audible UK, the winning author and audiobook reader(s) share the £1,000 prize
equally. The winners each additionally receive a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award, with the
author also receiving a complimentary pass and panel appearance at the next CRIMEFEST.

Audible Sounds of Crime Award Nominees:
– Lee and Andrew Child for Better Off Dead, reader Jeff Harding (Penguin Random House Audio)
– Abigail Dean for Girl A, reader Holliday Grainger (HarperFiction)
– Paula Hawkins for Slow Fire Burning, reader Rosamund Pike (Penguin Random House Audio)
– Lisa Jewell for The Night She Disappeared, reader Joanne Froggatt (Penguin Random House Audio)
– Liane Moriarty for Apples Never Fall, reader Caroline Lee (Penguin Random House Audio)
– Richard Osman for The Man Who Died Twice, reader Lesley Manville (Penguin Random House Audio)
– K.L. Slater for The Marriage, reader Lucy Price-Lewis (Audible Studios / Bookouture)
– Karin Slaughter for False Witness, reader Kathleen Early (HarperCollins)
Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and Audible UK listeners established the shortlist and the
winning title.

eDUNNIT AWARD
The eDunnit Award is for the best crime fiction ebook first published in both hardcopy and in electronic
format in the United Kingdom in 2021. The winning author receives a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative
award, as well as a complimentary pass and panel appearance at the next CRIMEFEST.

eDunnit Award nominees:

– Megan Abbott for The Turnout (Virago)
– Gianrico Carofiglio for The Measure of Time (Bitter Lemon Press)
– Michael Connelly for The Dark Hours (Orion Fiction)
– Abigail Dean for Girl A (HarperCollins)
– Cath Staincliffe for Running Out of Road (Constable)
– Andrew Taylor for The Royal Secret (HarperCollins)
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Awards
THE 2022 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS

H.R.F. KEATING AWARD
The H.R.F. Keating Award is for the best biographical or critical book related to crime fiction first
published in the United Kingdom in 2021. The award is named after H.R.F. ‘Harry’ Keating, one of
Britain’s most esteemed crime novelists, crime reviewers and writers of books about crime fiction. The
winning author receives a commemorative Bristol Blue Glass award.

H.R.F. Keating Award Nominees

– Lucy Andrews & Samuel Saunders (editors) for The Detective’s Companion in Crime Fiction: A Study in
Sidekicks (Palgrave Macmillan)
– Richard Bradford for Devils, Lusts and Strange Desires: The Life of Patricia Highsmith (Bloomsbury
Caravel)
– James Fleming (editor) for Bond Behind the Iron Curtain (The Book Collector)
– Patricia Highsmith (edited by Anna von Planta) for Patricia Highsmith: Her Diaries and Notebooks
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson)
– Carla Valentine for Murder Isn’t Easy: The Forensics of Agatha Christie (Little, Brown Book Group)
– Stephen James Walker for Hank Janson Under Cover (Telos Publishing Ltd)

LAST LAUGH AWARD
The Last Laugh Award is for the best humorous crime novel first published in the United Kingdom
in 2021. The winning author receives a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award, as well as a
complimentary pass and panel appearance at the next CRIMEFEST.

Last Laugh Award Nominees

– Simon Brett for An Untidy Death (Severn House)
– Andrea Camilleri for Riccardino (Mantle)
– Christopher Fowler for Bryant & May: London Bridge is Falling Down (Doubleday)
– Janice Hallett for The Appeal (Viper)
– Mick Herron for Slough House (Baskerville)
– Antti Tuomainen for The Rabbit Factor (Orenda Books)
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Awards
THE 2022 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS

SPECSAVERS DEBUT CRIME NOVEL AWARD
In association with our headline sponsor, CRIMEFEST is honoured to present its award for a crime novel
by a debut author first published in the United Kingdom in 2021. Previously unpublished authors bring
vital fresh blood to the genre, and CRIMEFEST and Specsavers aim to highlight that contribution with
this award. The winning author receives a £1,000 prize (courtesy of headline sponsor Specsavers), a
Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award, and a complimentary pass and panel appearance at the next
CRIMEFEST.

Specsavers Crime Fiction Debut Award nominees:
– Abigail Dean for Girl A (HarperCollins)
– Janice Hallett for The Appeal (Viper)
– Saima Mir for The Khan (Point Blank)
– Rahul Raina for How to Kidnap the Rich (Abacus)
– Lara Thompson for One Night, New York (Virago)
– David Heska Wanbli Weiden for Winter Counts (Simon & Schuster)
Eligible titles for the eDunnit, H.R.F. Keating, Last Laugh and Specsavers awards were submitted by
publishers, and a team of British crime fiction reviewers voted to establish the shortlist and the winning
title.

BEST ADAPTED TV CRIME DRAMA

This award is for the best television crime drama based on a book, and first screened in the UK in 2021.
The winning author and production company each receive a Bristol Blue Glass commemorative award.

Best Adapted TV Crime Series Award nominees:

– Agatha Raisin (Season 4), based on the books by M.C. Beaton. Produced by Free@Last TV. Shown on
Sky.
– Alex Rider (Season 2), based on the book by Anthony Horowitz. Produced by Eleventh Hour Films in
association with Sony Pictures Television. Shown on Amazon Prime.
– Dalgliesh, based on the books by P.D. James. Produced by New Pictures. Shown on Channel 5.
– Grantchester (Season 6), based on the books by James Runcie. Produced by Kudos. Shown on ITV.
– Shetland (Season 6), based on the books by Ann Cleeves. Produced by Silverprint Pictures, part of ITV
Studios. Shown on BBC1.
– Stieg Larsson's Millennium, based on the books by Stieg Larsson. Produced by Yellow Bird. Shown on
BBC4.
– The Flight Attendant, based on the book by Chris Bohjalian. Produced by Berlanti Productions and Yes,
Norman Productions. Shown on Sky.
– Vera (Season 11), based on the books by Ann Cleeves. Produced by ITV Studios. Shown on ITV.

Eligible titles were collated from the Radio Times, and CrimeFest newsletter readers established the
shortlist and the winning title.
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THE 2022 CRIMEFEST AWARDS SHORTLISTS

BEST CRIME NOVEL FOR CHILDREN (8–12)
This award is for the best crime novel for children (aged 8-12) first published in the United Kingdom in
2021. The winner receives a commemorative Bristol Blue Glass award.

Nominees for the CRIMEFEST Award for Best Crime Novel for Children (ages
8-12):

– Frank Cottrell-Boyce for Noah’s Gold (Macmillan Children’s Books)
– Maz Evans for VI Spy: Licence to Chill (Chicken House)
– Anthony Horowitz for Nightshade (Walker Books)
– Anthony Kessel for The Five Clues (Crown House Publishing)
– Jennifer Killick for Crater Lake Evolution (Firefly Press)
– M.G. Leonard for Twitch (Walker Books)
– Alexandra Page (illustrator: Penny Neville-Lee) for Wishyouwas (Bloomsbury Publishing Plc)
– Ella Risbridger for The Secret Detectives (Nosy Crow)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and a team of British booksellers and reviewers of children’s
fiction voted to establish the shortlist and the winning title.

BEST CRIME NOVEL FOR YOUNG ADULTS (12–16)
This award is for the best crime novel for young adults (aged 12-16) first published in the United
Kingdom in 2021. The winner receives a commemorative Bristol Blue Glass award.

Nominees for the CRIMEFEST Award for Best Crime Novel for Young Adults
(ages 12-16):

– Faridah Àbíké-Íyímídé for Ace of Spades (Usborne Publishing)
– Angeline Boulley for Firekeeper’s Daughter (Rock the Boat)
– Andreina Cordani for The Girl Who… (Atom)
– William Hussey for The Outrage (Usborne Publishing)
– Holly Jackson for As Good As Dead (Electric Monkey)
– Patrice Lawrence for Splinters of Sunshine (Hodder Children’s Books)
– Jonathan Stroud for The Outlaws of Scarlett & Browne (Walker Books)
– C.L. Taylor for The Island (HQ)

Eligible titles were submitted by publishers, and a team of British booksellers and reviewers of young
adult fiction voted to establish the shortlist and the winning title.
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N O T W I ST S I N T H E TA L E F R O M U S ,
J U ST E X P E R T AC C O U N T I N G
H W Fishe r is a top 25 chartered a c c ou n ta n c y fi rm ba sed i n Lon don . Ou r spec ia l ist
Aut hors and Journalists group a re pa ssi on a te a bou t th e pu bl i sh i n g i n du stry a n d
he lpin g authors to succeed, w h eth er th ey be on th ei r fi rst or 50th n ovel.
We have been advis ing a u th ors a n d j ou rn a l i sts for ma ny yea rs,
helping them to ma n a ge th ei r fi n a n c es.
H e ar f rom s ome of the author s we work wi th a t h w fi sh er.c o.u k/a u th orstories
For more i n forma ti on , pl ea se c on ta c t
A ndrew Su bra ma n ia m:
ASubra ma n i a m@h wfi sh er.c o.u k
+44 (0)20 7380 4947
@HWFWrite rs

